
Ebenezer United Methodist Church,  Newark,  Delaware                November  2020 
 Then Samuel took a stone, set it upéand said, ñThe L has helped us all the way,ò  

and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help].   1 Samuel 7:12 GNB 

Annual  
Stewardship Campaign 

 Our annual stewardship campaign 
will take place during November. 

 Commitment cards will be mailed 
early in November.  Please watch for 
your card and prayerfully consider your 
response to Godôs call for your time, tal-
ent, and treasure during 2021.   If you are 
not currently attending services or are not 
in the area of the Church, we will offer a 
website where you can enter your pledge 
data online.  More information will be 
included in the letter that will be includ-
ed with your pledge card. 

Bill Clark,  

Stewardship Chair 

Financial Report  

 The Ebenezer financials through 
August in pledges, tithes and envelope 
offerings along with our Capital Cam-
paign are falling short of our budget by 
$9200. During this time of social dis-
tancing and attending services virtually, 
our giving is affected as well.   

  Our expenses continue to 
be favorable to our budget, part of the 
variance is due to programs and services 
that have been canceled, including utili-
ties and maintenance not used. Some of 
our budgeted expenses that have not 
been captured yet include required facili-
ty repair and the support of our missions. 

 We thank the congregation for your 
support of our church through these dif-
ficult times. 

  Faithfully submitted, 

 Joe Mills 
Lay Leader, Finance Chair 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
November 25, 6:00pm 

 
 Every day we have much for which to be thankful to God.  Every 
day we can choose to live in an attitude of gratitude.  Every day, wheth-
er the steps of our journey are slow and tenuous or brisk and steady we 
are called to offer our thanks before any other request, petition, or inter-
cession we lift to God in prayer; ñbut in everything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
Godò (Philippians 4:6b NRSV).  One day of the year, the fourth Thurs-
day in November, we celebrate a civil holiday that calls us, as a nation, 
to pause and express thanks for the blessings of the previous year. 
 
 For our service, we are asking you to help craft a time of gathering 
and sharing thanks that will be a part of the liturgy for the service.  We 
want you to draw a picture (children and youth, take note!) or write a 
brief description or note about something or some things for you are 
thankful.  These will be shared in the worship service.  You can submit 
your picture or written thanks to the church in person, through the 
USPS, or by e-mail (newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net).  
 
 Our Thanksgiving Eve service will be in-person and live-streamed. 
An e-mail with an invitation to sign-up to attend in person will be sent 
out a week or so before November 25.  Please contact Pastor Mary or 
the church office if you have any questions. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 I want to express to you my heartfelt gratitude and 
love for the ministry of caring and love you have 
demonstrated to me over the past couple of weeks.  I 
have received a card, note, or message from so many of 
you as a recognition that October was Pastor Apprecia-
tion Month.  Your thoughtful words and cheery smiles 
gave me a deep feeling of wellbeing.  I am thankful eve-

ry day that I have the opportunity to serve God alongside of you and that to-
gether we are able to do the work of kingdom-building to the glory of God.   

 I was overwhelmed by the expressions of support and appreciation that I 
received on Monday, October 12.  Unbeknownst to me, our dedicated office 
support assistant, Carol Coney, had sent out a church-wide e-mail asking you 
to bring in a flower for me that would grow into a bouquet in a vase for my 
office.  What an amazing day it was.  When I arrived at the church a little after 
9:00 a.m. there was already the start of a bouquet in my office, alongside of a 
very special gift of roses from Carol and her husband, Kevin.  All throughout 
the day, people would drop by and bring 1, 2, 3, or more flowers of all varie-
ties.  I had a gift of chocolate from one family and a cake because Carol 
knows my sweet tooth.   

 Some of the flowers were out of peopleôs own garden (the last rose of 
summer?) and some had been picked up at a grocery store or flower shop.  
Each flower had a beauty all on its own, and added together made a panorama 
of color that filled 4 vases and covered half of the top of my wall cabinets.  
The uniqueness of each flower was also a reminder of the uniqueness of each 
of us as a person created in Godôs image.  Every one of us has talents and 
graces that make us different from each other. As disciples of Jesus, each of us 
has been given gifts for ministry by the Holy Spirit.  As Paul writes to the 
church in Corinth, ñNow there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common goodò (1 Corin-
thians 12:4-7 NRSV).  Continuing on in chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians, Paul uses 
the metaphor of our physical bodies to illustrate for the church in Corinth the 
value of each personôs gifts.  It is in sharing our gifts of the Spirit in the work 
of the within the walls of the church and in the community and world beyond 
the walls of our church that we can be the ñbody of Christ for the worldò ï a 
part of our prayer in our Holy Communion liturgy.   

 Just as all the individual flowers brought in to my office were needed to 
make the panorama of color and fragrance, it takes the gifts of the Spirit of all 
of us working together to make Ebenezer Church the light on the hill, and a 
witness to the love of God and to the hope that is ours because of the gift of 
faith that God has given us to accept the forgiveness of sin and salvation to 
eternal life that is ours through faith in Jesus Christ.  Certainly, some of our 
work looks different in these times, the ñnew normalò in which we function 
because of the pandemic.  My prayer is that each of us will continue to reflect 
on the gifts of the Spirit, the blessings, the resources which with God has 
blessed us and seek to find those ways we can share all that we are as disciples 
of Jesus in loving God and loving our neighbor through the body of Christ that 
is the faith community of Ebenezer United Methodist Church. 

 Thank you again for your love and support. 

May the peace of Christ be with you all, 

Pastor Mary 

The Highlighter  

is a monthly publication of 

525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.  
Newark, Delaware  19711  

Pastor:  Rev. Mary H. Browne  

Voice:  (302) 731-9495 
FAX:    (302) 731-9555 
E-mail: newarkebenezerumc 
@verizon.net 
 
Editor:  Beverly Shunta 
Newsletter deadline:  
The 15th of each month 
Web site:  
EbenezerUMCNewark.org 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
us show Rev. Browne how much she 
is appreciated. She received so many 

beautiful flowers. 

Daylight Saving ends November 1.  
Set your clocks back Saturday night, 

October 31. 



THE HIGHLIGHTER November 2020 Page 3       

Worship with 
Hearts, Hands  

and Voices  
 
Ephesians 5:19  
Addressing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making    
melody to the Lord with your heart, 

 Slowly but surely, we are regaining a 
sense of a new reality.  Here at the church, we 
are experiencing a safe revival of our activi-
ties and worship.  It has the movement of a 
spring flower slowly opening to drink in the morning Son.   I hope that you 
are taking advantage and enjoying our streaming worship.  It is good to have 
congregants back in the pews again.   

 During the month of November, several special musical offerings have 
been selected for worship.  All Saints Day, November 1st, will be observed 
with communion, candle lighting, guest singer, Alexandra Morrenand, sopra-
no and cellist.  During worship, we will take a moment when we remember 
our departed for 2020.  Our handbell team will again be with us for a Sunday 
worship.  And I will be featuring the organ for one of our services. 

 It is hard to imagine that Thanksgiving and Christmas are upon us.  Ad-
vent begins on November 29th.  Our ministry team is very focused on how 
and what the season will look like.  However we do it, it will be like no other 
Christmas.  In spite of circumstances, be assured we will celebrate the season 
with all the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love that the season brings.   

Blessings 
Robert Rudolph 
Director of Music 
 

Ebenezer  
Charge  

Conference 
Saturday,  

November 21, 
9:30am 

 

 Our yearly Charge Confer-
ence, as required by The Book of 
Disicpline of The United Methodist 
Church 2016, is in essence, the an-
nual meeting for the church.  Com-
mittees and Ministries prepare re-
quired and informational reports 
which are submitted to Rev. Joseph 
Archie, District Superintendent of 
the Wilmington District.  Rev. 
Archie chairs the Charge Confer-
ence.   

 Everyone is invited to attend 
the Charge Conference. The voting 
members of the Charge Conference 
are the members of the Administra-
tive Board.  This year, all Charge 
Conferences are being held via 
Zoom.  We will share the Zoom 
information when received from 
the Wilmington District Office. 

 Our Advent Bible Study this year 
will be a new book by pastor and au-
thor, Adam Hamilton.  ñIncarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of 
Christmasò is a five-week study that 
explores the historical and personal 
significance of the titles for Jesus used 
by the Gospel writers in the stories of 
his birth.  They called him Lord, Mes-
siah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the 
World, and Word Made Flesh.  Being 
a part of this study can be a spiritually 
enriching experience as we journey the 
season of Advent, preparing our 

hearts, church, and homes for the com-
ing of Jesus. 
 

 The study will be offered at two 
times, Tuesday mornings, 9:30-10:45 
a.m. and Wednesday evenings, 7:00 - 
8:15 p.m.  Both study times will have 
the option of meeting in-person or par-
ticipating through Zoom.  The dates 
for the Tuesday morning sessions will 
be December 1, 8, 15, 22, & January 
5.  The dates for the Wednesday even-
ing sessions will be December 2, 9, 
16, 23, & January 6.     
 

 We are purchasing a quantity of 
books that will be available at the 
church office, or you can purchase 
your own hard copy or e-book edition 
of the book through Cokesbury.com or 
Amazon.com.   

 If you are interested in participat-
ing in one of the study groups, please 
contact the church office so we can 
plan spacing following caring safety 
guidelines and know how many people 
will be participating through Zoom.  If 
you have any questions about the 
study, please contact Pastor Mary 
Browne. 

Advent Bible Study 

ñIncarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmasò by Adam Hamilton  
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United Methodist Women  
Circle Meetings 
Priscilla / 7:00pm,  church 
S & S / Naomi / 10:00am,  church 
Executive Board   / 12:30pm,  church 

Thank You ... 
 Thank you for the altar flow-
ers, and other expressions of car-
ing.  Weôre especially thankful to 
Calvin Keeler for all of his calls, 
and we wish him a happy 90th 
year. 

Freida and Ralph Crossan 

Meals on Wheels 
A Route ð  
  2 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson 
  9 Paul & Beverly Shunta 
16 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson 
23  Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan 
30 
B Route ð  
  2 Paul Kelley 
  9 Paul Kelley 
16 Paul Kelley 
23 Kathy and Doug Gibney 
30 Paul Kelley 
Substitutes 
Sandy Berk     410-392-4147 
Stephanie Carpenter   302-731-4308 
Ron Case     302-737-8567 
Mary Anne Menghi           302-234-1544 
Newark Senior Center       302-737-5747 
Paul & Beverly Shunta      302-239-7765 
(coordinator)  

Need a ride? 
If you need transportation to doctor 
appointments, the drug store, etc., call one 
of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members 
and mates) who have volunteered to drive:  
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky 
302-239-4911, Paul Kelley 302-737-2669, 
Paul Shunta 302-239-7765, or Reed and 
Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.  

United Methodist Women's 

Pecan Sale 

 The UMW will be ordering only 
new crop pecans this year.  Accord-
ing to Atwell Pecan Company the 
pecans will arrive before Thanksgiv-
ing.  Unless there is a huge increase 
in our cost, the price for a pound of 
pecans will remain at $12.00.  We 
will have large pecan halves and me-
dium pecan pieces for sale.  If you 
would like to pre-order, please con-
tact Brooksie Pruden at 302-239-
3191 (home phone), email:  brook-
siepru@gmail.com or text me at 302-
559-1497.  If you have questions, let 
me know.    

Brooksie Pruden 

Zingo Feathers for Free Turkeys: 

We are collecting Zingo feathers for free tur-
keys.  The turkeys are used by our Youth Group 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for the 
needy.  We have an envelope for your feathers 
by the door of Room 204 

New Sock Drive  
to Support  

Friendship House ï  
We Share Because      

We Care 

 The Priscilla Circle has support-
ed Friendship House providing the 
fixings for Breakfast Quiche. We pur-
chase, prepare and serve once every 
three months, rotating with other 
churches.  During the pandemic we 
havenôt had the opportunity to contin-
ue due to social distancing, etc.  

 Because we care we are conduct-
ing a New Sock Drive during the 
month of November to support the 
Friendship House efforts and help 
those in need.   If you are able to sup-
port this please place your donation in 
the barrel located inside the front door 
of Church.  There will be signage on 
the barrel. 

 Your help is greatly appreciat-
ed.  Thanks in advance. 

ð Dot Towery 

Connieôs Rolls 
EUMW Fund Raiser 

 I will be making rolls for 
Thanksgiving again this year.  If 
interested in purchasing some, 
please place your order with me 
(302-737-4411) or Carol in the 
church office (302-731-9495)        
by November 12, 2020.   

 No late orders will be accept-
ed.  Pick up will be on November 
22, 2020.   

 The cost for a dozen is still 
$8.00.  Please pay by check (made 
out to EUMW) or have exact 
change when picking up. 
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 As we write this newsletter, we like 
to look back at the previous newsletters 
from the years before getting ideas of 
what we've done in the past. We usually 
write about trunk or treats and fall festi-
vals, silent auctions and yard cleanups, 
and our favorite ï registration for the 
Youth Rally. However, this year has 
been a bit different. Although we can't 
do some of these things, it doesn't mean 
that our youth group needs to be sad. We 
have tons of things to look forward to. 
We aren't doing the Youth Rally, but we 
still plan on having an event that week-
end on a smaller scale. Another thing to 
look forward to is that we are planning a 
Youth Service for November 22nd. 
Please tune in to your Facebook. 

 In Youth Group, we've been dis-
cussing the Gospel's idea and, recently, 
parables from Matthew 13.  Jesus tells us 
that the kingdom of heaven is like a mus-
tard seed and that it starts as the smallest 
seed but then grows like a tree and pro-
vides a perch for birds to sing and shade 
for us to sit.  When we look at this in 
today's context, with pandemics, natural 
disasters, and uncertainty, it reminds us 
of God's love for each other.  Although 
we meet virtually, we still have a place 
to discuss our faith openly.  In turn, this 
allows growth, and it renews our faith.  It 
allows us to see the world differently, 
similarly to how the mustard plant pro-
vides so much for its ecosystem.  The 
mustard seed is God's love in us now, 
and we share this love to grow and mul-
tiply exponentially, transplanting our 
fears and worries with a renewed assur-
ance that we are a part of God's kingdom 
and that we can also grow with each oth-
er.   

 Youth Group currently meets at 
8:00pm via Zoom. 

 G3 
Godõs Grace Group 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Zingoôs Feathers & Food Items 

 
 We are collecting food items and feathers 
from Zingoôs Supermarket to be used in pre-
paring food baskets to be shared for Thanks-
giving with families in our community who are 
food-vulnerable.  We will be collecting food 
items until November 22 and Zingoôs feathers 
until November 25.   

 There is a red tub set just inside the front 
door of the church in which you can place your 
donations of the food items listed below.    If you have Zingoôs feathers, 
they can be placed in the identified envelope that is on the table next to 
the red tub or in the identified envelope in the holder on the wall outside 
of Room 204. 

 Here are the food items we are collecting: 
instant mashed potatoes   stuffing mix 
jarred turkey gravy    cranberry sauce 
boxed macaroni & cheese  canned vegetables 
packaged dinner rolls   dessert mixes 
peanut butter     soup 
pasta      pasta sauce 
 
 If you know of a family in our community who would appreciate 
the gift of a food basket, or if you have any questions, please contact 
Pastor Mary Browne. 

 Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple physical, mental 
and emotional benefits. Psychologist Robert Emmons calls grati-
tude ñfertilizer for the mindò because of its powerful effects.  

 He admits gratitude isnôt always easy ð especially when life 
throws us curveballs (see the year 2020) ð but says it can be 
most helpful during and after difficulties. Emmons suggests re-
framing challenges using thankfulness-based language. Ask, for 
example: Though I wasnôt grateful 
for the experience at the time, how 
can I be now? What lessons did I 
learn, and how did I grow as a per-
son? 

 Throughout his letters, the apos-
tle Paul reframes his extensive suf-
ferings and urges us to do the same. 
ñGive thanks in all circumstances,ò 
he writes, ñfor this is Godôs will for 
you in Christ Jesusò (1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:18, NIV). 

ð The Newsletter Newsletter 

Thankfulness 


