Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”

Greetings, Ebenezer Faith Family:
Two weeks ago, we experienced a beautiful Easter
of worship and fellowship, celebrating Jesus’
resurrection from the dead. At both the 6:30 a.m.
Sunrise Service and the 10:00 a.m. Easter Worship
service, we welcomed visitors who joined with us in
worship. It was wonderful once again to be able to
join in fellowship at breakfast after the Sunrise
Service. Easter was the culmination of our journey
to cross that began on Ash Wednesday. Each year in
that Lenten journey we remember, review, and
reflect on the ways in which our sin separates us
from holy God, and how the atoning work of Jesus
through suffering, death, and resurrection brings us
the gift of forgiveness that God offers to us without a
cost to us although it cost God everything. Each
year as we celebrate Easter, we see the unfolding of
God’s promise that we hear in Jesus’ words, “For
this is how God loved the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son
into the world not to judge the world, but to save the
world through him.” John 3:16-17 (NLT)
I want to offer my thanks, gratitude, and
appreciation for the ways in which so many of you
prepared, led, served, and participated in the worship
services and activities that have been part of our
Lenten journey and Easter celebration. As the
family of faith that is Ebenezer United Methodist,
we are blessed with a diversity of gifts and each of
us has a place and a way where those gifts can be
used in the ministry and mission of Ebenezer. In 1
Corinthians 12, Paul writes, “There are different
kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the
source of them all. There are different kinds of
service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in
different ways, but it is the same God who does the
work in all of us.” 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (NLT)
I know, of course, that it is not just during the
journey in Lent to Easter when you are living out the
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membership vows of being
part of a United Methodist
church. In Lent, we often see
more opportunities or needs
because of the added Every
day there are ways in which
you support the church
through your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your
service, and your witness. The large and small acts
of caring and sharing we do, the prayers we offer,
the time we spend in God’s words for devotion,
study, or just because are all ways in which we
experience our triune God in our personal and
community relationships. It is knowing the grace of
God through the power of the Holy Spirit as
sanctification, renewing our hearts and minds so that
we more perfectly reflect the image of Christ we
bear as Christ-followers.
My prayer is that we will continue to walk together
in the unity of the Spirit, following Jesus by loving
God and loving each other as Jesus has loved us, so
that everyone will know we are Christ-followers by
the ways we love one another. So will we experience
and exude the peace of Christ that goes beyond our
understanding. This is how we fulfill the “Great
Commission” of Jesus in Matthew 28 and live out
the mission of our Church to make disciples of Jesus
for the transformation of the world.
*****
I want to give a shout out to the Scouts and leaders
of our BSA Troop 50. On April 16 they held a car
wash at the church and raised $457 to support the
Lenten Alms Fund and my pastor’s discretionary
fund.
In His Service,
Pastor Mary
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Greetings in the Name of Christ,
I hope that all had a most blessed Easter
and that the spirit of the resurrection
beats within your hearts. We are now
in the season of Easter. Easter Sunday
runs through June 5th, Pentecost Sunday. This is the time
that we focus of the wonderment of what “He” did for us
while here on earth.
Out choir is an integral part of our worship. We have
plenty of robes and music to go around. If you have any
interest in singing with the choir, please contact me
directly. I would like to have a full choir box for our
Pentecost observance. The choir will then be on break for
the summer.
During the summer break I will be looking forward to
working with vocalists and instrumentalists to provide
music for Sunday worship. Please let me know so that we
can reserve a Sunday for you.
Our handbell team is always looking for more players.
Nominal knowledge of music is required, however, we
will teach you how to ring.
Thank you for your support of the music ministry.
Blessings,

A Route — May
2 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
9 Paul & Beverly Shunta
16 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
23 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan
30 Holiday—no delivery
B Route — March
2 Paul Kelley
9 Paul Kelley
16 Paul Kelley
23 Kathy and Doug Gibney
30 Holiday—no delivery
Substitutes
Stephanie Carpenter
Mary Anne Menghi
Jack & Kathy Williams
Newark Senior Center
Paul & Beverly Shunta

302-731-4308
302-234-1544
302-834-6768
302-737-5747
302-239-7765 (Coordinators)

Robert Rudolph
Director of Music

Attention Graduates!
If you or someone in your
family is graduating from
High School or College this
spring please contact the
church office and let us
know the graduate’s name,
school graduating from and
future plans. We will be honoring our graduates in the
spring.

The 2022 first quarter report is as
follows:
Budget Giving
Expenses
Net Deficit

$92,174
$105,500
$13,326

Thank you for your donations. Thanks to you, the deficit
is decreasing. The new budget asks for increases to
support all of our great programs and missions. We pray
that you will consider and pray for the needs of our
church on the hill.
Faithfully submitted,
Ann Varey
Finance committee chairperson
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Love to travel and serve the Lord?
Get ready, Get set and Go!!!
Ebenezer on the move this summer going to Beverly,
Kentucky to the fantastic Red Bird Mission from August
1st-August 8th! It is a “vacation” with a purpose to serve
the Lord and teens and young adults (with parents) are
welcome as this could be a family get-a-way!
Red Bird Mission, founded by the UMC is one of the
largest missions to serve people in The USA! As
members who went before and they will tell you it was
one of the most rewarding experiences in their lives! If
you have never been on a mission trip before, this is a
great place to go!
We will drive down by van and may stay in a hotel one
night. You can help in the preschool, health ministries,
senior center, home and camp projects. No experience
needed, just come and see how the Lord uses you! You
will sleep in air-conditioned cottages too! Cost will be
around $400 (3 meals/dy) and some financial assistance is
available. If you are interested, email or call Linda Heller
on EUMC Mission team at lsheller3204@gmail.com or
call/text (302)388-9459. We will be have a brief Red Bird
Interest meeting soon, so watch for announcement at
church or on bulletin.
Bring a friend and “fly away” to Red Bird to serve the
Lord!

Mission Team! Mission Aware!!!!
Oh Baby! Ebenezer, it’s time for the Baby Bottle
Benefit!! April 24-May 22, 2022
A Door of Hope Pregnancy Center has been
providing free ultrasound services, educational,
mentoring and material support to women for 41
years to empower them and their families to make
life-affirming choices. All services are free of
charge. Ebenezer is raising funds to support A Door
of Hope’s ongoing mission. Let’s help them reach
their goal of $90,000 for the Baby Bottle Benefit
2022. Get a baby bottle in the narthex and fill it up
with your change or dollars! Give online at
www.adoorofhope.org Our partnership is crucial to
their ministry!
Thank you again for all your support!
—⧫—

Matthew 9:36-38 “When Jesus saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them,
……The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few,
therefore the Lord of the harvest
to send our laborers into his harvest.”

“Thanks to “To Go”Bag Team for
packing 110 “To Go Bags” for the
homeless at Friendship House!!
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Greetings from Your Health and Wellness Ministry
Thank you to everyone who
came out for the Fall
Prevention lecture. We will
be planning more lectures for
the Fall and Winter season,
stay tuned.
We will continue to take Blood Pressures the first Sunday of
every month throughout the Summer. Remember to stop by
after the 10:00 service to see us.
May is Asthma awareness month
What is asthma?
Asthma is a condition in which your airways narrow and swell
and may produce extra mucus. This can make breathing
difficult and trigger coughing, a whistling sound (wheezing)
when you breathe out and, shortness of breath.
For some people, asthma is a minor nuisance. For others, it can
be a major problem that interferes with daily activities and may
lead to a life-threatening asthma attack.
Asthma can't be cured, but its symptoms can be controlled.
Because asthma often changes over time, it's important that you
work with your doctor to track your signs and symptoms and
adjust your treatment as needed.
The signs and symptoms?
Asthma symptoms vary from person to person. You may have
infrequent asthma attacks, have symptoms only at certain times
— such as when exercising — or have symptoms all the time.
Asthma signs and symptoms include:
• Shortness of breath
• Chest tightness or pain
• Wheezing when exhaling, which is a common sign of
asthma in children
• Trouble sleeping caused by shortness of breath,
coughing or wheezing
• Coughing or wheezing attacks that are worsened by a
respiratory virus, such as a cold or the flu
Signs that your asthma is probably worsening include:
• Asthma signs and symptoms that are more frequent
and bothersome
• Increasing difficulty breathing, as measured with a
device used to check how well your lungs are working
(peak flow meter)
• The need to use a quick-relief inhaler more often
For some people, asthma signs and symptoms flare up in
certain situations:
• Exercise-induced asthma, which may be worse when
the air is cold and dry
• Occupational asthma, triggered by workplace
irritants such as chemical fumes, gases, or dust
• Allergy-induced asthma, triggered by airborne
substances, such as pollen, mold spores, cockroach
waste, or particles of skin and dried saliva shed by pets
(pet dander)

Asthma symptoms vary from person to person. You may
have infrequent asthma attacks, have symptoms only at
certain times — such as when exercising — or have
symptoms all the time.
Asthma signs and symptoms include:
• Shortness of breath
• Chest tightness or pain
• Wheezing when exhaling, which is a common sign of
asthma in children
• Trouble sleeping caused by shortness of breath,
coughing or wheezing
Coughing or wheezing attacks that are worsened by a
respiratory virus, such as a cold or the flu
Signs that your asthma is probably worsening include:
• Asthma signs and symptoms that are more frequent
and bothersome
• Increasing difficulty breathing, as measured with a
device used to check how well your lungs are working
(peak flow meter)
• The need to use a quick-relief inhaler more often
Causes of Asthma
It isn't clear why some people get asthma and others don't, but
it's probably due to a combination of environmental and
inherited (genetic) factors.
Asthma triggers
Exposure to various irritants and substances that trigger
allergies (allergens) can trigger signs and symptoms of asthma.
Asthma triggers are different from person to person and can
include:
• Airborne allergens, such as pollen, dust mites, mold
spores, pet dander or particles of cockroach waste
• Respiratory infections, such as the common cold
• Physical activity
• Cold air
• Air pollutants and irritants, such as smoke
• Certain medications, including beta blockers, aspirin,
and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, such as
ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin IB, others) and naproxen
sodium (Aleve)
• Strong emotions and stress
• Sulfites and preservatives added to some types of
foods and beverages, including shrimp, dried fruit,
processed potatoes, beer and wine
• Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), a condition
in which stomach acids back up into your throat
Risk factors
• Several factors are thought to increase your chances of
developing asthma. They include:
• Having a blood relative with asthma, such as a parent
or sibling
• Having another allergic condition, such as atopic
dermatitis — which causes red, itchy skin — or hay
fever — which causes a runny nose, congestion, and
itchy eyes
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
•
•
•
•
•

Being overweight
Being a smoker
Exposure to secondhand smoke
Exposure to exhaust fumes or other types of pollution
Exposure to occupational triggers, such as chemicals
used in farming, hairdressing, and manufacturing

Complications
• Asthma complications include:
• Signs and symptoms that interfere with sleep, work,
and other activities
• Sick days from work or school during asthma flare-ups
• A permanent narrowing of the tubes that carry air to
and from your lungs (bronchial tubes), which affects
how well you can breathe
• Emergency room visits and hospitalizations for severe
asthma attacks
• Side effects from long-term use of some medications
used to stabilize severe asthma
Proper treatment makes a big difference in preventing both short
-term and long-term complications caused by asthma.
Prevention
• While there's no way to prevent asthma, you and your
doctor can design a step-by-step plan for living with
your condition and preventing asthma attacks.
• Follow your asthma action plan. With your doctor
and health care team, write a detailed plan for taking
medications and managing an asthma attack. Then be
sure to follow your plan.
• Asthma is an ongoing condition that needs regular
monitoring and treatment. Taking control of your
treatment can make you feel more in control of your
life.
• Get vaccinated for influenza, pneumonia, and
COVID 19. Staying current with vaccinations can
prevent flu and pneumonia from triggering asthma flare
-ups.
• Identify and avoid asthma triggers. Several outdoor
allergens and irritants — ranging from pollen and mold
to cold air and air pollution — can trigger asthma
attacks. Find out what causes or worsens your asthma
and take steps to avoid those triggers.
• Monitor your breathing. You may learn to recognize
warning signs of an impending attack, such as slight
coughing, wheezing or shortness of breath.
• But because your lung function may decrease before
you notice any signs or symptoms, regularly measure,
and record your peak airflow with a home peak flow
meter. A peak flow meter measures how hard you can
breathe out. Your doctor can show you how to monitor
your peak flow at home.
• Identify and treat attacks early. If you act quickly,
you're less likely to have a severe attack. You also

won't need as much medication to control your
symptoms.
•

•

•

When your peak flow measurements decrease and alert
you to an oncoming attack, take your medication as
instructed. Also, immediately stop any activity that
may have triggered the attack. If your symptoms don't
improve, get medical help as directed in your action
plan.
Take your medication as prescribed. Don't change
your medications without first talking to your doctor,
even if your asthma seems to be improving. It's a good
idea to bring your medications with you to each doctor
visit. Your doctor can make sure you're using your
medications correctly and taking the right dose.
Pay attention to increasing quick-relief inhaler
use. If you find yourself relying on your quick-relief
inhaler, such as albuterol, your asthma isn't under
control. See your doctor about adjusting your
treatment.

Blessings,
Your Health and Wellness Ministry

Need a ride?
If you need
transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug
store, etc., call one of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer
members and mates) who have volunteered to drive:
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky 302-239-4911,
Paul Kelley 302-737-2669, Paul Shunta 302-239-7765,
or Reed and Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.
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It’s time to register for the VBS Food Truck Party!
July 11 – 15
9 a.m. – 12 noon
Children ages 4 – 11 (or completed 5 grade)
Youth helpers (completed grade 6 or higher)
th

Hello, it’s Karley Coney, I just
wanted to say thank you so
much to everyone at Ebenezer
United Methodist for helping me
reach my goal and helping with
my 50 states challenge.
Thanks to all of you I reached
my goal! I sold at least 1 box of
cookies to all 50 States. I sold a
total of 3048 boxes. 203 boxes
were Operation Thin Mint
donations to be sent to our
Military troops overseas.

—⧫—

It’s time to start getting your children, grandchildren, friends and
neighbors hungry for the most deliciously fun VBS ever!
Registration forms will soon be available in the church office
and at ebenezerumcnewark.org.
We’re going to cook up some fun when the VBS Food Truck
Party rolls into Ebenezer for the biggest party of the summer the
week of July 11 - 15.
We still need volunteers — youth and adult — to make inperson VBS possible this summer. Youth volunteers who have
completed 6 grade must complete a volunteer form (signed by
parents or guardians) no later than July 1. VBS is a great way to
earn volunteer service hours! If you need more information,
reach out to Megan and Mike Jones at
Youth_pastor@verizon.net.
th

Adults willing to assist with classes; serve as hall monitors or
greeters; or help with set up, clean up or the Friday closing
luncheon please email Martha Helojoki at
mlodge221@yahoo.com. If you’d like to help support VBS, but
aren’t available during the actual week of VBS, be on the lookout for our wish-list “menu” of craft supplies, decorations and
snacks you can donate to make VBS a success.
“Give us this day our daily bread” from Matthew 6:11

I would like to thank everyone for
their support in these difficult
times. Thank you for the visits,
cards, flowers and prayers.
Betty Ainsworth
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3
4

5
7

8

9
10
11

12
14
15
16

Kay Weeks
Vicki Bouchat-Maynard
Gary Demsey
Kim Feldman
Gail Lloyd
Linda Mullin
Britni Bosari
Anita Gorton
Lauren Ashby
Kimberly Lindgren
Jane Sowden
Ruth Templeton
Marc Ashby
Joe Kyrza
Skip Leventry
Russell Lomax
Nancy Williams
Lamar Smith
Ryan Spears
Dalton Wolfe
Judieth Crescenzo
Nancy Fledmann
Paige Fledmann
Scott Grabusky
Jannette Jarrell
Lauren Monarski-Beck
Joyce Simpson
Paul Manchester
Taylor Parker
William Broelmann
Celena Hickmen
Bailey Jackson
Joseph Mills
Donna Sperow
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17 Jordan Donovan
Timothy Hudson
Brittany Muldowney
Don Pruden
18 Garnet Dennis
19 Trevor Bowdoin
Nicholas Devestine
Timothy Keeler
Marybeth Miller
Ann Varey
20 Jon Klair
21 Earl Mote
22 Arabella Brownlee
Vincent Pugh
25 Howard Crossan
Inez Smoker
27 Bella Applegate
29 Delia Irwin
30 Barbara Fritz
Theodore Salam
31 Diana Bienkowski
June
1
3
4
5
6
7

Page 7

1
5
6

Phil & Shirley Gardner (68 Years)
Kenneth & Ruth Johnson (67 Years)
Michael & Kimberly Kefauver (16 Years)
Nicholas & Melanie Merritt (16 Years)
Arthur & Linda Tressler (16 Years)
Melissa Delany (19 Years)
Jarred & Brittany Logan (11 Years)
Andrew & Christy Thomson (12
Andrew & Kathleen Zinn (10 Years)
James & Margaret Tobin (15 Years)
Dennis & Kimberly Lindgren (15 Years)
Thomas & Malissa McMullen (32 Years)
John & Leanne Phillips (18 Years)
John & Susan LaMedica (40 Years)
Dennis & Nancy Williams (8 Years)

7
12
14
18
20
26
29
31
June
13
23
24
25
28

Adam & Sarah Keever (14 Years)
Scott & Jodi Grabusky (15 Years)
Mark & Connie Miller (50 Years)
Mike & Terri Peffley (28 Years)
Annette & Bill Burgess (42 Years)

Sarah Keever
James McFarland
Rick Browne
Andrew Peffley
Dean Spears
Kerry Dietz
Stephanie Clark
Kate Mills
Sharon Keeler

The Highlighter
is a monthly publication of
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.
Newark, Delaware 19711
Pastor: Rev. Mary H. Browne
Voice: (302) 731-9495
FAX: (302) 731-9555
E-mail: newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net
Editor: Diana Bienkowski
Newsletter deadline:
The 15th of each month
Web site: EbenezerUMCNewark.org
Email: DianaUMCNewsletter@gmail.com

Wishing a perfect pair a perfectly
happy day.
Shirley & Phil Gardner will celebrate
their 68th Wedding Anniversary on
May 1st!
With much love from your family
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A festival of music composed especially for handbells.

A festival of music composed especially for

Through the years, the Wilmington Handbell Ensemble has
shared with their audiences arrangements for handbell
ensemble om many musical genres: opera, classical music,
marches, movie & TV themes, rock & roll. But now it's time to
get back to the basics! WHE will play our favorite compositions
written specifically for an advanced handbell ensemble.
Prepare to be wowed, moved and inspired. Prepare to clap
your hands and stomp your feet! Prepare to hear something
new! Remember, at one time all music was new.

Sunday, May 1 - 4:00 PM
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
503 Duncan Road (off Philadelphia Pike)
Wilmington, DE 19809
Saturday, May 14 -4:00 PM
Ebenezer UMC *
525 Polly Drummond Road
Newark, DE 19711
*Livestreamed:
ww.ebenezerumcnewark.org

Sunday, May 15 - 3:00 PM
Ware Presbyterian Village Ware
Presbyterian Village
Private Concert
7 East Locust St.
Oxford, PA 18963
Sunday, June 12 -3:00 PM
Newark UMC Newark UMC
With Genesis Ringers &
First State Ringers
69 East Main St.
Newark, DE 19711

Wilmington Handbell Ensemble (WHE) is the only community-based handbell ensemble in the Wilmington, Delaware area. We have two CD’s for sales for your listening pleasure, “A Little Bit of Christmas” and “Theme
Songs to Ring By”. Both are available for purchase at our concerts.
Wilmington Handbell Ensemble is a sponsored ministry of St. Paul’s United Methodist Churt
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Sun

1 3rd Sunday of
Easter

Holy Communion
Native American Sunday

9:00am Sunday
School

10:00am Worship
11:00am Social
Hour
3:00pm Youth
Group

Mon

2

10:00am AA
11:30am Social Seniors
Club
7:00pm NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

Tue

May 2022

3

9:30am Bible
Study
12:00pm AA
12:30pm
UMW Exec.
Board

4 th Sunday of
Easter
Mother’s Day

9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship

9

10:00am AA
7:00pm NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

11:00am Social
Hour

4

10:00am AA
10:00am Chancel
Choir

Thu

5

9:15am BSFT/
Luncheon

5:30pm Exercise
Class

11:45am
Health & Wellness

6:30pm Good
Chimes

6:00pm BSA50

7:00pm Adult
Volleyball

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

7:00pm NA

10

11

12

5:30pm BSA50

8

Wed

9:30am Bible
Study
12:00pm AA
7:00pm
Priscilla Circle
7:00pm Trustees

10:00am AA

10:00am Chancel
Choir
11:15am S&S/
Naomi Circle

6:00pm BSA50

Fri
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6

10:00am AA

7

11:00am
Youth Volleyball
6:30pm
NA

13

10:00am AA

7:00pm NA

14

11:00am
Youth Volleyball
4:00pm
Wilmington
Handbell
Concert

5:30pm Exercise
Class
5:30pm Project
Linus
6:15pm Finance
Comm.

3:00pm Youth
Group

Sat

6:30pm
NA

6:30pm Good
Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

15 5th Sunday of
Easter

9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Social
Hour

16
10:00am AA
7:00pm NA

12:00pm AA

5:30pm Exercise
Class

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

7:00pm Stephen Ministry

6:30pm Good
Chimes

7:00pm Adult
Volleyball

6:30pm Meeting
House Hill

22 6th Sunday of

23

9:00am Sunday
School

7:00pm NA

10:00am Worship
11:00am Social
Hour

18 10:00am AA

9:30am Bible
Study

3:00pm Youth
Group

Easter

17

10:00am AA

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

3:00pm Youth
Group

24

9:30am Bible
Study
12:00pm AA
7:00pm Missions
7:00pm Adult
Volleyball

10:00am Chancel
Choir

day

9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Social
Hour
3:00pm Youth

10:00am AA
7:00pm NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

31

9:30am Bible
Study
12:00pm AA
7:00 Admin.
Board
7:00pm Adult
Volleyball

6:00pm BSA50

20

10:00am AA

7:00pm NA

21

11:00am
Youth Volleyball
6:30pm
NA

7:00pm 2 x 4 Class

25

26

10:00am AA

7:00pm NA

10:00am Hope
Dining Room
10:00am Chancel
Choir
5:30pm Exercise
Class
6:30pm Good
Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4 Class

29 Ascension Sun- 30

19

6:00pm BSA50

27

10:00am AA

28

11:00am
Youth Volleyball
6:30pm
NA
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