Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The L has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Help Wanted!

The Highlighter needs
an editor
Do you enjoy working jigsaw
puzzles? Do you have a creative
bent? Then editing the newsletter is
the ministry for you! Each month all
of the pieces that many people contribute are put together to create your
newsletter, a way to keep the congregation informed and connected.
You need to have a computer,
and skills to use or learn MicroSoftPublisher software. If I could do it
you know it’s not hard! The job entails layout mostly, as well as some
proof-reading and occasional copy
writing.
The time commitment (about 15
hours) varies from month to month,
and will lessen as you become more
familiar with the process. You need
to be available to work on it from the
15th to about the 20th of the month.
I’ve been editing The Highlighter for 22 years and it’s time to give
someone else the opportunity. It has
been an enjoyable ministry to the
people and staff of Ebenezer, and all
of the contributions you’ve provided
have made it possible. Thank you so
very much!
The June edition will be my last
one and then I’ll turn it over to someone else. Is God calling you? Contact the church office or Pastor Mary
to volunteer, or contact me for questions (302-239-7765).
In the service of our Lord,
Beverly Shunta
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Prayer Point
Please remember the family and friends of Sue Givens in your
prayers. Sue was called home on Easter morning. Here is an excerpt from her last newsletter:
Friday, February 26, 2021, New Horizon Methodist celebrated its
20th year anniversary of opening its doors to students. In everything we did, we put God first each morning in prayer and Bible
study and God directed our steps. God was loving and gave us
wisdom. As in Proverbs 3: 5-6, we trusted in the LORD with all our
hearts and He directed our path.

A Personal Memoriam to Sue Givens,
Missionary Extraordinaire!
By Linda Heller
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20-22

Ephesians 3:20-22 is one of Sue Givens’
favorite scriptures. Ebenezer supported Sue in
mission and prayer since 2003. Sue grew up in
the Methodist church. She was convicted by
the Holy Spirit in 1998 when God spoke and
told her to be a missionary in Paraguay in 6
months!!! By October 1, 1998, she had quit
her job as a District Director of Special Education near Canton, Ohio her hometown and sold
her home. She was sponsored by the “United
World Mission”. But this was only a small
part of what God had planned for Sue!!
I will never forget Sue - one of the humblest, strongest, kindest, most
compassionate, spirit-filled, energetic and faithful-to–the-“Word of God”
Christians I have ever known. She had a fantastic sense of humor, was a professionally skilled photographer, animal lover and lover of all people, no matter how different they are, because “every person is a creation of God.” When
I was with Sue, I always felt so close to God! Sue leaves three brothers in the
U.S., her God-daughter, Antonella,15 with spina bifida & her family, and she
is buried next to one of her first and most beloved students, Julio who died of
leukemia.
When Sue arrived in Paraguay in 1998, the preschool, funded by the
Methodist Church had one class of 15 children that was started by Mark &
(Continued on page 9)
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Attention Graduates!

Each day I offer prayers of thanks as I am hearing
that more of you are receiving your COVID-19 vaccinations. Each week it is a joy to have more people sign up
to attend worship in person. We continue to follow the
guidelines issued by Governor Carney and the state Department of Health. At the moment, unless the Governor
increases the percentage of fire code occupancy allowed for indoor gatherings,
we cannot increase the number of people who can attend worship in person
because of the 6-foot distancing protocol. Whether you attend worship in person or through the livestream broadcast, we gather in the unity of the Spirit as
the body of Christ to worship and give all praise and honor to God.
On page 1 of this issue of The Highlighter, you read a message from Bev
Shunta. After more than 22 years of being involved with the publication of
The Highlighter, the great majority of that time as editor, she is moving on
from that position. I want to express my deep, deep gratitude for the time and
energy that Bev has given to the responsibilities for preparing each issue of
the newsletter. I hope you will join me in sharing your appreciation for the
fine work that Bev has done. I also want to add my encouragement to Bev’s
words that you prayerfully consider if serving as editor of the newsletter might
be the new thing to which God is calling you in serving the church.
In previous issues of The Highlighter in the past couple
of years I have shared with you information and updates on
The United Methodist Church with regards to the social justice issue of human sexuality. As a reminder, since the special session of the General Conference in February 2019, we
have been organized under the Traditional Plan. That Plan
retains in The Book of Discipline (BOD) the prohibition of
ordination of LGBTQ persons and the ban on same-gender
weddings in our churches; it also provides for severe penalties for clergy who violate those provisions.
In advance of the 2020 General Conference, originally scheduled for May
2020 in Minneapolis, you may have read about a number of petitions submitted that would affect the structure and organization of our denomination. Under our denomination’s Constitutional structure, every petition submitted to
General Conference goes through a legislative review process and rarely, if
ever is presented in the plenary session without having been revised, amended,
or combined in some way with other petitions on the same subject matter.
Once a petition is presented in the plenary session it may be further amended
before a vote is taken.
As I previously shared with
you, General Conference in May
It is my desire that each of us
grows into a deep and passionate 2020 was postponed until August
2021 because of the pandemic. I
personal relationship with
have also shared with you that the
Jesus Christ ...
postponement of General Conference 2020 has been extended until
August 29 – September 6, 2022, due to continued threats of COVID, delays in
international roll-out of vaccines and testing, travel and visa issues and technological challenges, so that there is full inclusion of our international delegates which represent 44% of the elected delegates. Therefore, all petitions,
regardless of subject matter are on hold until next year.
(Continued on page 3)

If you or someone in your
family is graduating from high
school or college this spring
please contact the church office
and let us know the graduate’s
name, school
graduating
from and future plans.

Special dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Day of Prayer, May 6,
2021
Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021
Ascension Day, May 13, 2021
Armed Forces Day, May 15,
2021
Pentecost, May 23, 2021
Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021
Memorial Day, May 31, 2021

The Highlighter
is a monthly publication of
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.
Newark, Delaware 19711
Pastor: Rev. Mary H. Browne
Voice: (302) 731-9495
FAX: (302) 731-9555
E-mail: newarkebenezerumc
@verizon.net
Editor: Beverly Shunta
Newsletter deadline:
The 15th of each month
Web site:

www.ebenezerumcnewark.org
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A Word from the Pastor
(Continued from page 2)
One of the petitions submitted in January 2020 to
General Conference 2020 entitled “Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation” (The Protocol) received a lot of attention in religious and secular news outlets. The Protocol was crafted to create a gracious way for
churches who disagree with our current policies on ordination and marriage of LGTBQ persons to leave the denomination. If passed, this would allow churches to leave the
denomination and retain church property, but the only allowable reason to depart is around the issue of human sexuality. One concern that people have expressed is that The
Protocol strongly intimated that a schism or split within
our denomination is a done deal; this, of course, is false,
there are no changes until discussed and voted upon by
General Conference.

include payment to the Conference of some calculated
fees, such as pension liability. The decision to disaffiliate,
after following the proscribed process, must be approved
by a majority vote of the members of the Annual Conference.

I continue, through God’s grace and the power of the
Holy Spirit, to guide the congregation of Ebenezer UMC to
live out its mission to “reaching out in love to all people in
the name of Jesus Christ with Bible-based worship, witness, teaching and service.” It is my desire that each of us
grows into a deep and passionate personal relationship
with Jesus Christ, that we love one another as Jesus has
loved us, and that we follow in the way of Jesus to bring
Good New to the poor, proclaim release to the captives,
and set the oppressed free.
As always, I will make myself available to answer
I have heard that some people have questions around any questions you have. Part of my daily prayers is to ask
disaffiliation. In our BOD, as amended in 2019, churches God to lead our witness as the body of Christ in words and
who wish to disaffiliate from the denomination would fol- actions that will show God’s love to every person and bless
low a process to do so outlined in our Conference Board of our efforts as workers in God’s kingdom that has come
Trustees Disaffiliation agreement currently in effect. The near.
only admissible reason for disaffiliation is around the issue
of human sexuality. The process includes a church confer- In His Service,
ence with a 2/3 majority of voting members and would
Pastor Mary

Wilmingon Handbell Ensemble 2021 Spring Concer
Remembrance & Renewal
Saturday, May 15, 2021

4:00 PM

Pre-concert Tower Chime recital by Susan Spilecki at 3:40 PM

Live streamed at Wilmington Handbell Ensemble & Westminster Presbyterian Church
websites:
www.wilmingtonhandbellensemble.org or www.wpc.org
6 safely-rung compositions will speak to the emotions we are experiencing at this time.
Limited in-person attendance - visit wpc.org for reservation.
Support Donations Appreciated:
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Disability Tip # 1-

A wonderful app
to hear and understand in church!!
By Linda Heller
If you sometimes or often have difficulty hearing in church, a restaurant or
other places (you are 1 out of 3 people 65+), you can now use your cell phone
and add the Google Live Transcribe app by going to Google Play on your
phone! You can even save the transcription of the church service or sermon for
3 days!!!

Ken and I would like to
thank all our friends at
Ebenezer for the cards,
phone calls, holiday treats
and the beautiful altar flowers. A special thank you to
Rick and Donna Guretsky
and Calvin for his weekly
phone call check ups. GOD
IS GOOD!
BLESSINGS, Ruth Johnson

The app is not yet perfect, but it is better than not getting parts of, or all of,
what I want to hear!! The transcription is about 80% accurate and you can get
it in many languages! Until EUMC gets a “hearing loop” system so that people
with a hearing loss- with or without a hearing aid can hear great in church, this
app, is better than not hearing!!! I listen to the parts of the service that are not
in the bulletin with this app, use it to hear our service online or on videos when
captioning is not available. I use it in restaurants, lectures and even people that
speak in a foreign language that I have trouble understanding! You may have
to sit a little closer so your cell phone mic can pick up the speech better too.
Being born hard of hearing and now deaf without my hearing aids on, I want to
not miss anything in life, especially church! So try this app and see if it helps
you too!!

Loving an EGR

Meals on Wheels
A Route — May
3 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
10 Paul & Beverly Shunta
17 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
24 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan
B Route — May
3 Paul Kelley
10 Paul Kelley
17 Paul Kelley
24 Kathy and Doug Gibney
Substitutes
Sandy Berk
410-392-4147
Stephanie Carpenter
302-731-4308
Ron Case
302-737-8567
Mary Anne Menghi
302-234-1544
Newark Senior Center
302-737-5747
Paul & Beverly Shunta
302-239-7765
(coordinator)

During a conversation over coffee, a friend mentioned an “EGR.” I had
to interrupt and ask for a definition: Extra Grace Required — in other words,
people who can seem tough to love. Often, they’re the most in need of love
because they’re hurting. Perhaps Jesus was referring to EGRs when he said,
“If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even
corrupt tax collectors do that much” (Matthew 5:46, NLT).
Truly loving others — even EGRs — might not be as tough as we think.
Simple gestures such as smiling, truly listening, sending a note or extending
an invitation go a long way toward expressing care and softening hearts.
At times, we all require extra grace. Thankfully, God has an unlimited
amount to extend to us and then through us. Out of joy, we can find ways —
even simple ones — to share God’s grace and love with people who need it.
—Janna Firestone

United Methodist Women
Circle Meetings will resume in September.

Need a ride?
If you need transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug store, etc., call one
of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members
and mates) who have volunteered to drive:
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky
302-239-4911, Paul Kelley 302-737-2669,
Paul Shunta 302-239-7765, or Reed and
Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.
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Exciting Scouting
News!
Due to the success and great
support of Troop 50 at Ebenezer
UMC, Delmarva Council is considering Ebenezer for additional Scouting
units! Currently, the discussions are
focusing on two new units:
1) A Cub Scout Pack (the name
Pack 50 has already been reserved) that would be co-ed,
open to girls and boys between
the ages of 5 to 10.
2) A new Girls only Scout Troop
for girls and young women ages
11 to 17.
A meeting with Church representatives and Delmarva Council executives will most likely be held in
April.
If you have youth, or friends
and/or relatives that fit the criteria
please let me know as soon as possible so they can be contacted when
these new units are activated.
In addition, don’t forget boys
and young men ages 11 to 17 that
would be interested in Troop
50. The Troop is headed to Virginia
on the James River for summer camp
and Alaska for a high adventure trip
this year. Plenty of outdoor adventure to be had!!!
Dan White
Delmarva Council, Iron Hill District
Eagle Board Chair & District Committee
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June 21 – 25, 2021
Coming to your home!
Mark your calendar now to be part of the
most fun week of the year in children’s ministry
The hot summer months are coming, but it’s going to be COLD at
Ebenezer the week of June 21 as we once again partner with Resurrection
Parish, this year for a special at-home Knights of North Castle version of
VBS.
In our quest for the King’s armor, we will grow strong in Truth, Justice,
Peace, Faith, and Salvation through the stories of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, David Defeats Goliath, Mary’s Journey to Bethlehem, Jesus
Walks on Water, and Midnight Praise with Paul & Silas.
Each registered child will receive a video link and bag filled with all the
supplies needed to explore how we put on the armor of God, including Bible
stories, music, crafts and science projects to complete in your home or safely
gathered in small pods of friends. As a special feature this year, we’re planning Zoom gatherings on Wednesday and Friday evenings for VBS prayer
and praise.
No Ebenezer/Resurrection VBS week would be complete without a mission project. — and everyone is invited to be part of this year’s heart-warming
mission, even if you don’t have a child participating in VBS. In keeping with
our “Knights of North Castle” theme (think cold air, snow, and finding
strength) we’re collecting new, warm SOCKS to donate to Code Purple
Shelters coordinated by Friendship House to help men, women and children
when the overnight temperature dips below 30 degrees. Look for a collection
box labeled VBS Mission in the Narthex. Or you may make a financial contribution labeled VBS Mission and the VBS Knights will buy the socks for you.
Looking for more ways to take up the gauntlet and support VBS? We
need empty cereal boxes — LOTS of empty cereal boxes! Please do NOT
break them down; we need them in box form. You’ll also find a bin for these
in the Narthex.
Registration opens soon! Look for VBS forms in the Narthex or on the
Ebenezer website www.ebenezerumcnewark.org There is NO COST to
attend VBS, but please register your child by June 4. If your family is
not available to participate in VBS the week of June 21, you may still register and complete the activities and lessons at your convenience later in the
summer.
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Sending a Huge Thank you to everyone who helped out with the clean up and mulching around the
church. It was a great morning and we had great volunteers, church members and Boy Scouts to make
quick work of spreading the mulch.
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TWEET TWEET, REPEAT -COME TO RED BIRD!!!

When you get your CoVid vaccinations, would you like to finally “ fly
away” for a vacation with a purpose to serve our Lord? EBENEZER has a
wonderful opportunity to be with other area UM churches on a group mission
trip to the Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky in the Appalachian
Mountains from August 1st to August 8th!
Red Bird, a mission founded by the United Methodist Church, is one of the
largest missions in the U.S. and in one of the poorest counties in the U.S.!!!
Individuals, children accompanied by parents, teens and seniors that have gone
to Red Bird have loved it and it is a great way to serve the Lord and see some
beautiful country! You may even get to see Pastor Mary do a super job of
driving up a steep mountain!! If you want to learn more about this awesome,
wide-ranging mission, go to www.rbmission.org
Ebenezer UMC is inviting individuals in other churches to join us in driving down vans going to Red Bird! Why not bring a friend too? If you have
never been on a mission trip, this is a fantastic place to start! We will stay in a
hotel the first night of travel and stay a week.
There are different opportunities to work in the pre-school, school, senior
center, family & outreach ministries or health care, etc. Also work on camp
projects to help renovate homes. No experience needed! There are nice cozy
air conditioned cabins to sleep in and there will be an opportunity to relax and
visit a national park and other attractions.
The current cost estimate for the week is about $375 for all expenses, including 3 good, full meals a day at Red Bird! Ebenezer will have a mission
trip information meeting later this spring so watch for announcements at
church or in bulletins or website! We all had a blast in 2919 and this would be
a great family vacation or youth experience!!
For further information on the mission trip or Red Bird, contact Linda Heller, Chair, EUMC Mission Team at lsheller@comcast.net or (302)388-9459
(cell), or email Ebenezer Church at newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net
“When Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His
disciples,” The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
Matthew 9:36-38
PRAY ABOUT “FLYING AWAY” TO RED BIRD AND SERVE THE LORD!!!
JOIN US FOR A GREAT, FUN WEEK ON A MISSION VACATION!

Mark Your Calendar!

Rise Against Hunger
will be
Saturday October 23, 2021
This was a wonderful,
church-wide event last year
before COVID, packaging
meals to be shipped where
needed. We need your help
again. It will be a bit different
this year because of regulations.
We also need donations
to meet our goal. We have
committed to pack 15,000
meals. Cost is $5250.
Please make your check
out to Ebenezer UMC, and
mark “Rise Against Hunger” in
the memo line.
Any questions please call
Ann Varey at 302-540-7488.
Thanks.

THE HIGHLIGHTER
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Its official....Ebenezer UMC Holy Walkamolies

are back in action!
Family Promise Serving with Love
Ebenezer and Resurrection Parish joined to serve two
families residing at a Jesus
House cottage. There were
two moms who each had
young children and a baby. It
was a joy to visit, with happy
girls and boys greeting us.
Thank you for your generous contributions. We received an abundance of diapers
and were able to lend a muchneeded "Pack and Play." Let's
keep Family Promise families
in our prayers always and all
ways.
Deb August & Kathy Zinn

Over the years we have had several Holy Walkamolies come out and show
their support for

Family Promise of Northern New Castle County.
Out of an abundance of caution, and for the protection and safety of our Walk
participants and volunteers, the difficult decision has been made to modify the
2021 Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community to an online only fundraiser and
virtual walk for this year’s campaign. This modification ensures that our church
is still able to fundraise, while not putting participants at risk of further spread
of the COVID-19 virus in a mass gathering situation. This change is also in accordance with the CDC’s recommendation of social distancing and avoiding
mass gatherings.
Join us this year to show your support. If you would like to donate, you
can do so on the website: http://
hcf.convio.net/site/PageServer?
pagename=wilmington or you can
leave a check payable to Family Promise in the church office by July 15th. If
you have any questions, please contact Deb August, or the church office.
so much!

Thanks

Delivering Hope
Every year, you, and many like you, unite to support women
and babies who seek resources, help, and guidance at A Door of
Hope. Today, you are among thousands of people across Delaware, who are invited to join the Baby Bottle Benefit for ADOH.
You may know that all kinds of women come to A Door of Hope with all kinds of pregnancy concerns. Sometimes
their concerns are complicated by poverty, neglect, addiction, and abuse. Sometimes the women can’t imagine how
they can have their babies. And that’s why they need A Door of Hope.
These mothers come to a pregnancy resource center for help and answers. They come knowing a pregnancy test or
ultrasound is given for free. They find answers about their options and resources to help them keep their babies. They
learn how to be good mothers. They come and earn things they need for their babies—like diapers, formula, clothes,
strollers, car seats, and pack ‘n plays. And they ask questions about everything—including questions about God.
All these services are offered free of charge. Without you, these services are not possible.
Will you help A Door of Hope, so they can help mothers, fathers, children, and families?
You may place donations in the offering plates on Sunday or mail to the church. Please write “Door of Hope” on
your memo line. There is a display with additional information available in the Narthex.
With your donation you deliver hope to those who need it most.

We will be collecting from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day.
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Sue Givens Memoriam
Since “retiring” as Director of Neuvo Horizonte
(Continued from page 1)
Methodista Escuela in 2018, Sue then went to several
Johanna Waltz, UMC missionaries from Ohio. They became friends in Ohio and knew Sue was the perfect Chris- countries in South and Central America and Africa to help
tian to expand the school. From Sue’s teaching preschool with developing educational, evangelistic, sponsorship
and medical programs via Samariat the school to now, the school
tan Hands, a Methodist non-profit
built several buildings and has gradorganization founded by Dr. Rusuated over 1500 students, K-12!
sell, Pastor of a Methodist Church
Hundreds of children have now
in LA. But wherever Sue was,
graduated from college and are back
she was ALWAYS in mission in Paraguay or other places serving
whether giving away her leftover
as Pastors, doctors, lawyers, engisandwich, comforting a child or a
neers, teachers, etc.
family in need or bringing people
So Sue with God’s help, not
to Christ. She loved life, loved
only wrote grants and got donations
the Lord and brought thousands
for the school, she also developed
into the saving grace of Christ.
and started a sponsorship program
Sue died on Easter Sunday, 2021.
to pay for student’s education. The
What timing! Sue’s earthly serschool received national awards
vice to God is done, and recently,
too!! Then, she started the first
in her last poignant email to me,
school lending library for the public
she talked about the joy of meetin Paraguay, the first public coming her Lord!
munity education programs, the first
Picture on school
Sue gifted me a copy of her favormicro-business funding program for
memorial wall
ite daily devotional book that we read
women, loan programs for business,
every morning when together- Sparstarted another school, expanded a
summer UM camp for northern Paraguay, started and
kling Gems by Rick Renner. Sue followed, lived and beraised money for a medical fund because you had to pay
lieved this scripture below that is on an opening page. We
cash for any doctor or medical treatment and started food too, can honor Sue and God by doing the same. Sue foldistributions programs, bible studies, evangelistic prolowed the Gospel from Timothy perfectly. Thank you Sue
for your amazing witness. Rest in peace, my dear friend,
grams throughout Paraguay, etc.,etc., etc.!!
EUMC helped with funding my 2004 mission trip to follower of Christ, child of God and missionary extraordiParaguay and I met Sue in person after we had communi- naire!!!!
cated since 2002! After that, I started to help Sue write
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitgrants and we visited the UMC Board of Global Missions able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instrucin NYC and they helped provide funding for the school’s tion in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect,
Community Life Building. Sue came to fundraise here in thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
our region about 4 times and we spent many long days
2 Timothy 3: 16,17”
together going to 10 states to visit churches. So we
formed a lifelong friendship and bond.

Closer and closer
The progression — Father, Son, Spirit — represents a profound advance in intimacy. At Sinai,
the people shrank from God and begged Moses to approach him on their behalf. But in Jesus’ day,
people could hold a conversation with the Son of God; they could touch him and even hurt him.
And after Pentecost the same flawed disciples who had fled from Jesus’ trial became carriers of the
Living God. In an act of delegation beyond fathom, Jesus turned over the kingdom of God to the
likes of his disciples — and to us.
—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God
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1
3
4

5
7

8

9
10
11

Kay Weeks
Vicki Bouchat-Maynard
Gary Dempsey
Kimberly Feldmann
Gail Lloyd
Linda Mullin
Britni Bosari
Anita Gorton
Lauren Ashby
Kimberly Lindgren
Jane Sowden
Ruth Templeton
Marc Ashby
Joe Kryza
Skip Leventry
Russell Lomax
Nancy Williams
Lamar Smith
Ryan Spears
Dalton Wolfe
Judy Crescenzo
Louis Dempsey

12
14
15
16

17

18
19
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Nancy Feldmann
Lindsay Feldmann
Paige Feldmann
Scott Grabusky
Jeannette Jarrell
Lauren Monarski-Beck
Joyce Simpson
Paul Manchester
Taylor Parker
Will Broelmann
Celena Hicken
Bailey Jackson
Joseph Mills
Donna Sperow
Jordan Donovan
Tim Hudson
MaryLynn Moroney
Brittany Muldowney
Donald Pruden
Garnett Dennis
Trevor Bowdoin
Nicholas Devestine

20
21
22
25
27
29
30
31
6/1
6/3
6/4
6/5
6/6
6/7

Timothy Keeler
Marybeth Miller
Ann Varey
Jon-Erik Klair
Earl Mote
Arabella Brownlee
Vincent Pugh
Howard Crossan
Inez Smoker
Bella Applegate
Delia Irwin
Barbara Fritz
Diana Bienkowski
James MacFarland
Rick Browne
Andrew Peffley
Dean Spears
Kerry Dietz
Stephanie Clark
Kate Mills
Sharon Keeler

The wine of the Spirit

Pentecost petals

“No one puts new wine into old
wineskins,” said Jesus (Luke 5:37).
Drawing on this statement, a preacher
in sixth-century Africa proclaimed in a
Pentecost homily:

The Pantheon, dedicated in
126 A.D. as the home of ancient
Roman gods, is now a Catholic basilica. In a tradition dating back to
the seventh century, on Pentecost
Sunday thousands of rose petals are
dropped through the roof’s opening
onto worshipers below. The red
petals symbolize the Holy Spirit
descending on Jesus’ disciples, as
well as the blood Jesus shed on the
cross.

"Celebrate, then, this day as
members of the one body of Christ.
Your celebration will not be in vain if
you are what you celebrate, if you hold
fast to the church which the Lord filled
with his Holy Spirit.”
Fifteen centuries later, may that
call still resonate with us. May we be
so renewed by God’s grace as to be
worthy vessels of the new wine of the
Holy Spirit — and to share it with the
world.

Bible Quiz
While in Jerusalem for Pentecost, people from many faraway
lands miraculously heard the disciples preaching in their own
native languages. Which of the
following modern-day places
was/were represented?
A. Egypt
B. Libya
C. Crete
D. Rome
E. All of the above
F. A, B and D
Answer below:

Answer: E (See Acts 2:9-11.)

“It was with good reason, then,
that some people, when they heard the
apostles speaking in every tongue,
said, ‘They are filled with the new
wine.’ For they had become fresh
wineskins, they had been renewed by
the grace of holiness, so that when they
were filled with the new wine, that is,
with the Holy Spirit, they spoke with
fervor in every tongue. …

To accomplish this “rose rain,”
five firefighters climb to the roof
after mass. While the choir sings
the ancient hymn Veni Creator
Spiritus (“Come Creator Spirit”),
firefighters empty seven bags of
petals through the building’s 27foot-wide oculus, or eye in the sky.
Only a fortunate few can witness this spectacular event in person
each year, but videos are available
online.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

2 5th Sunday

of
Easter
10:00am Worship

3

4
9:30am Bible
Study

5:00pm BSA50
12:30pm UMW
Exec. Board

5

6

10:00am AA

6:00pm
BSA50

7:00pm Admin.
Board

7

8
6:30pm NA

6:30pm
Health & Wellness

10:00pm NA

6:45pm NA

9 6th

Sunday of

10

11

12

13

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am AA

6:00pm
BSA50

14

15

Easter
Mothers Day
10:00am Worship

7:00pm Trustees
7:00pm
Priscilla Cir-

16 7th Sunday of 17
Easter
Ascension Sunday

18
9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am S&S/
Naomi Circle

6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

6:45pm NA

3:30pm Staff
Meeting

19

20

10:00am AA

6:00pm
BSA50

21

6:30pm NA

10:00am Worship

10:00pm NA
7:00pm Stephen Ministry

23 Pentecost Sun- 24

22

6:45pm NA

25

26

27

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am AA

10:00am Worship

6:00pm
BSA50

3:00pm Millcroft Minitries

7:00pm Missions

28

29

day
10:00am Hope
Dining Room
3:30pm Staff
Meeting

30 Trinity Sunday
10:00am Worship

6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

6:45pm NA
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