Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The L
has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Congratulations to these very spe-

Coping with COVID-19
How do I walk through this when
it all feels daunting?
Acknowledging your fears is a
good first step.
The next step can be harder:
Remember.
Remember that God enters into
your anxiety and tells you to share
your concerns with Him because He
cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). Remember to go to Him with your burdens,
and He will give you rest (Matthew
11:28-30). Remember that He has
provided you with perfect peace
through a living hope (Philippians
4:6-7). And remember that Godgiven peace does not make natural
sense.
The Bible describes a God who
is not indifferent to the details of our
lives. It describes a God who knows
us personally, who cares for us deeply, and for whom nothing is out of
His control. We live in a world broken by sin, and unfortunately, the
consequences of sin remain.
God isn’t content for us to continue to live in a broken world. That
may be our present, but it is not our
future. God gives us a promise that,
in eternity, something better awaits.
A world with no sickness. A
place of security and stability. Loss
and grief will no longer overtake us.
Death will no longer reign. And the
God who made you so you could
know Him will wipe away your every tear.
God is no stranger to suffering,
devastation or carrying heavy burdens. God entered into our hurting
(Continued on page 3)
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2020 Graduates

cial graduates. This certainly isn’t the
end of the school year and graduation you
were looking forward to. May God's love
and guidance be with you. Seek and keep
Christian friends. Always remember the
wisdom from the Bible, God’s message
to you: W hatever you do, work at it with
all your heart, as working for God, not
for men. Colossians 3:23

College:
*Marissa Hohman, daughter of
Terry, is graduating from Univ of DE,
May 30th with BSN in Entrepreneurship and minor in Legal studies.
*Justin Dennis, son of Steve and
Garnet, will be graduating in May
with an Associate’s Degree from
UD. He will continue his education in
the fall on the UD campus. He will
pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Math
Education.

High School:

*Henry Hafer, son of Mar k and
Carolyn, is graduating from Horseheads High School, New York.
*Colin Hodgson, gr andson of Sher ri, is graduating from The Tower Hill
High School. He has been accepted at
Saint Joseph’s University, PA.
*Zach Jones, gr andson of Paul and
Bev Shunta, is graduating from A. I.
Dupont High School. He has been
accepted into the Civil Engineering
program at the University of Delaware.
*Evan McGovern, gr andson of Ber nie and Deb August, is graduating
from Delcastle Technical High School
after completing his cooperative program in Heating, Ventilation & Air
Conditioning. He plans to attend Delaware Technical Community College
to pursue his vocational certification
and license.
*Gabrielle Simmons, daughter of
Jen, is graduating from Charter School
of Wilmington and will attend UD.
*Aaron White, son of Dan and Car ol, is graduating from Sanford High
School in Hockessin. He will attend
either U of D or Elizabethtown College (hasn't decided), and he plans to
study mechanical engineering.

*Haley Amato, gr anddaughter of
Shirley, is graduating from Charter
School of Wilmington, and will be
attending University of Alabama, majoring in Biology on pre-med track.
*Aimee Bouchat, daughter of Vicky
Bouchat-Maynard, is graduating this
year from Charter School of Wilmington and will be studying Nursing at
University of Scranton in fall.
*Trevor Bowdoin, son of Kr isten, is
graduating from Kennett High School
this year. He will be a Marketing major at Penn State University at State
College, PA this fall.
*Skylar Brownlee, daughter of Tanya and Kevin, is graduating from
Newark High School. She will be atOther:
tending the University of Delaware in
*Mikala
Morgan,
Mar yann Menghi’s
the fall.

granddaughter, graduating from Linden
Hill Elementary School, going to middle
school at Dickinson.
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Ebenezer Church Capital
Projects Progress Report
April 8, 2020

Greetings, Ebenezer Family and Friends,
As of the date that this issue of The Highlighter is
being finalized and prepared for publication, Delaware
has not yet entered Phase 1 of the phased progression
toward reopening businesses, schools, organizations, etc.,
and resuming normal activities. For our faith family it
means that we will continue following the cautionary behaviors that have been in place for the past few weeks.

•

We will continue to livestream our worship service at 10:00 a.m. each
Sunday mor ning. You can access the ser vice fr om our website
(ebenezerumcnewark.org) or Facebook page (Ebenezer UMC Newark). I
will remind you that the previous week’s service can be viewed by clicking on the link that is on the front page of the website. All of the services
that have been livestreamed since March 22 are available on our Facebook
page under Videos.

•

A new edition of Midweek Music Meditation, prepared by our Music
Director, Robert Rudolph will be available for viewing on the website beginning each Wednesday morning.

•

The church will be open Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
if there is a reason for which you need to come into the church building; I
will be keeping office hours at the church on those days. Carol Coney
will continue to work from home. I can always be reached via my mobile
phone (302.229.9746) if there is a need to talk, pray, or arrange a safedistance visit.

•

Through the month of May, Kathy Gibney will continue to send out biweekly e-mails for Children’s Sunday School with links to activities and
the Bible story videos for the Deep Blue curriculum.

•

I encourage you to keep your 2020 financial pledge and financial giving
up to date. A sizeable percentage of our operating budget is fixed expenses that must be paid even though there is minimal activity in the building
right now. We also want to be able to continue to support the organizations, programs and missionaries with whom we have a relationship
through our Missions budget. You can bring your offering to the church
on Monday or Thursday, or mail it to the church. There are also 2 options
for e-giving that are available through our website click on the GIVING
button on the left hand menu; Vanco for making donations via an ACH
debit that can be one time or recurring, or Paypal for making a donation
via ACH or credit card.

•
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Donations of grocery items for a local food closet can be brought to the
church on Mondays and Thursdays and placed in the red tub set just inside
the front door.

For me, March 14 was the beginning of marking time for the need for
practicing precautionary behaviors. That was the day when the number of
cases of infection in the U.S. took a steep upswing. Now we are six weeks
past that date and there is no certainty of a date when restrictions will be lifted.
In my devotion and reflection time the past few days, I have been giving
thought to the concept of perseverance in relation to the journey we are making through the wilderness of shelter in place, coronavirus, and COVID-19.
(Continued on page 7)

The Trustees, Nowland Associates, and Schlosser & Associates Mechanical Contractors have planned four
(4) major repair, rehabilitation, and
replacement projects for the basic
infrastructure of the church. They require extensive coordination with other
users of the church, especially the preschool. Therefore, the current facility
shutdown due to the Coronavirus presented a perfect opportunity. The work
will not disrupt any programs, it allows
critical work to be done significantly
sooner and keeps some construction
workers employed. Additionally, this
kind of work is expressly permitted
during the current State of Delaware
shutdown.
The four (4) projects and their status
are:
Repair the six (6) exterior doors and
locks identified as most critical. –
Completed.
Add a new security door between the
elevator and the preschool area. –
Completed except for painting.
Install new safety treads in the rear
CLC stairwell and paint the walls.
– Stairwell painted. Safety treads
starting shortly.
Flood Issues:
Eliminate all exterior sources of water,
if possible, that cause flooding in
the Library and Youth Room areas.
Install an interior French drain and
sump pump system to handle any
additional water that might enter
during extreme rain events.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Coping—continued from page 1)
world to rescue us. Through His Son,
Jesus, He walked among us and experienced all we have gone through and
will go through.
Jesus says in the Gospel of John,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (14:6, New International Version). Through dying a humiliating death on a cross, He took the
penalty for our shortcomings. Through
His resurrection, Jesus has made the
way for us to have a relationship with
God. Because of Jesus, we have a
hope that extends beyond the short
window of our lives. And if we have
experienced the forgiveness that Jesus
offers, we can look to the future with
peace and joy, regardless of the present circumstances.
This certainty with God brings
me back to the peace that doesn’t
make sense. Regardless of someone’s
faith, anxiety and fear are natural
tendencies. This world was not created for sickness, for death, for sorrow,
for instability. But through Jesus, you
can have peace within all the uncertainty and still hope for the future.
Peace doesn’t mean you ignore
the risks or avoid thinking about the
situation. Peace isn’t saying, “Oh,
everything will be fine.” Peace

doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take proper precautions for your safety and the
well-being of others. (We still need to
take responsibility and follow the
guidelines of health experts and officials.)
Peace is acknowledging that the
circumstances are bad and may get
worse but, by trusting in Jesus, having
hope in the midst of those circumstances.
We have the opportunity to live
unafraid because of a hope that isn’t
based on wearing a mask or the development of a vaccine but that rests in a
relationship with the Prince of Peace,
Jesus Christ.
Rachel Ferchak Geckle,
with Eric Coe, Cru
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-andgrow/life-and-relationships/hardships/
wheres-the-peace-in-the-world-filledwith-fear.html?cid=da-adwords-crumktgfol-us-coronaviruscruorggser456789112&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0p
2Lw6OB6QIVy56zCh0pXgTGEAM
YASAAEgLsI_D_BwE
Cru is a community passionate
about connecting people to Jesus
Christ. Cru was originally founded as
Campus Crusade for Christ in 1951,
when Bill and Vonette Bright began
the ministry on the UCLA campus.

Food on the Go
In today's environment, there are limited ways to serve food to those in
need. Friendship House locations in Wilmington and Newark are reaching
others with "to-go bags."
In early April, Ebenezer had the opportunity to
respond. We joined Deb Buckels, our Family Promise partner at Resurrection, who is coordinating with Friendship House staff. We provided 80 individually wrapped PB&J sandwiches, dozens of hard boiled eggs, bananas,
and snacks.
We expect to help in the future, while we understand that donations
must be scheduled to avoid a surplus of perishables that cannot be
stored. Meanwhile all of us will continue to pray for communities and thank
God for the blessings that flow.
— Brooksie, Garnet, Deb
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Family Promise continues to shelter
families experiencing homelessness
during this pandemic. FP has reacted to the COVID 19 virus by utilizing their Hospitality Center at the
Jesus House on Milltown Road.
This is a center that normally houses up to 6 families in addition to the
families that are hosted in the rotational network which EUMC has
been a part of for more than 10
years.
Due to the virus the rotational network is not functioning at the time
of this newsletter, however there are
six families that are able to shelter
in place at the Jesus House where
meals are brought in for them to
enjoy as a family. It is such a blessing that Family Promise is able to
continue to house families in a safe
and effective way during these uncertain times. As the rain falls outside my window, I cannot imagine
the feeling of uncertainty and anxiousness that people and families
who are experiencing homelessness
must feel. We need to remember
everyone during this time and pray
for all.
At this time we are scheduled to
host families as usual beginning
July 26. Of course at this time we
do not know if the rotational network will be up and running by then
or not. We will keep everyone posted as soon as we learn any news
about our host week.
Stay safe everyone!
The EUMC FP Crew!
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Kay Weeks
Vicki Bouchat-Maynard
Gary Dempsey
Kimberly Feldmann
Gail Lloyd
Linda Mullin
5
Britni Bosari
Anita Gorton
7
Lauren Ashby
Kimberly Lindgren
Jane Sowden
Ruth Templeton
8
Marc Ashby
Joe Kryza
Skip Leventry
Russell Lomax
Nancy Williams
9
Ryan Spears
Dalton Wolfe
10 Judy Crescenzo
11 Louis Dempsey
Nancy Feldmann

12
14
15
16

17

18
19
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Lindsay Feldmann
Paige Feldmann
Jeannette Jarrell
Lauren Monarski-Beck
Joyce Simpson
Paul Manchester
Will Broelmann
Celena Hicken
Bailey Jackson
Joseph Mills
Donna Sperow
Jordan Donovan
Tim Hudson
MaryLynn Moroney
Brittany Muldowney
Donald Pruden
Garnett Dennis
Trevor Bowdoin
Nicholas Devestine
Timothy Keeler
Marybeth Miller
Ann Varey

20
21
22
25
27
28
29
30
31
6/1
6/3
6/4
6/5
6/6
6/7

Jon-Erik Klair
Earl Mote
Arabella Brownlee
Vincent Pugh
Howard Crossan
Inez Smoker
Bella Applegate
Shirley Shoop
Gwen Thompson
Delia Irwin
Barbara Fritz
Dana Bienkowski
James MacFarland
Rick Browne
Andrew Peffley
Dean Spears
Kerry Dietz
Stephanie Clark
Kate Mills
Sharon Keeler

Priscilla Circle vibrant amid COVID-19

Meals on Wheels
A Route —
4 Ben & Sandy Berk
11 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
18 Paul & Beverly Shunta
25 Garnet Dennis & Donna Sperow
B Route —
4 Paul Kelley
11 Paul Kelley
18 Paul Kelley
25 Kathy Gibney
Substitutes
Sandy Berk
410-392-4147
Stephanie Carpenter
302-731-4308
Ron Case
302-737-8567
Gail Lloyd
302-368-4965
Mary Anne Menghi
302-234-1544
Newark Senior Center
302-737-5747
Paul & Beverly Shunta
302-239-7765
(coordinator)

After the first week of the shut-down, I sent out an email to all the Priscilla group members checking in to see how they were doing and what they were
doing to stay busy during their time at home. I was pleasantly surprised to hear
back from ¾ of the group It was fun hearing how they were all spending their
time- some working from home, some cleaning the house from top to bottom,
helping shut-ins and checking in on friends, and some doing a lot of walking
and reading. We shared anecdotes, church news, prayer concerns and books
we were reading. It was a lot of fun and helped us feel connected.
We all were saying how sad we were to not be able to get together for our
circle meeting on April 14, and Pam Connelly suggested we do a Zoom meeting on-line. We made our plans and had our virtual meeting. Our hostesses
for the meeting even delivered a surprise packet to everyone that day with
notes, a muffin, tea bags, games, candy and a note card that we are to use to
send a message to a shut-in. We had 16 people check in! It was great to see all
those smiling faces and hear from everyone in person. Shirley Austin even
checked in from Florida! We had a few who were busy with other responsibilities and a couple who don’t have computers or couldn’t connect, but on the
whole, it was a great get together that made our week. We hope to do it again
if the shut-down continues for a while.
— Diane Clark

Need a ride?
If you need transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug store, etc., call one
of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members
and mates) who have volunteered to drive:
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky
302-239-4911, Paul Kelley 302-737-2669,
Paul Shunta 302-239-7765, or Reed and
Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.
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gy and continue to look at the scriptures for advice on healing, strength,
and our future.

G3
God’s Grace Group
Hi everyone!
All of us need to stay in touch
during this time for both our spiritual
and psychological well-being. Today
I googled “Bible verses on WiFi” and
was surprised with what came up.
Although there isn’t anywhere in
the Bible that talks directly about live
streaming and Zoom meetings, there
is a theme that these platforms are a
great way to stay connected and share
His message. From Matthew 24:14,
Jesus states, “that the gospel of the
kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to
all nations…”. This is our opportunity to reach more and to grow more
spiritually. We need to utilize the
ability to stay connected via technolo-

STAY CONNECTED
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA!
Website:
www.EbenezerUMCNewark.org
and Facebook:
Ebenezer UMC Newark.
If you have information about an
event which you would like
featured on the website,
please contact
Lori Brown at
loribrown927@msn.com
or
Rick Browne at
rbrowne646@gmail.com.

I was touched to learn that some
of our youth group members woke up
and did a Sunrise Easter Service with
each other with FaceTime. Don’t
worry, everyone; our youth are preparing to be amazing leaders in our
church. Please continue reading the
Bible every day, call each other, text
each other, join online meetings, and
watch Sunday service in your pajamas.
Even though we haven’t been
able to meet at the church, we have
Youth Group via Zoom. Our typical
youth group times are at 3 pm for junior youth group and 5 pm for regular
youth group every Sunday. Zoom
links are sent through our email list of
our youth group members with secure
meeting IDs and passwords. If you or
your child falls into these categories
and you’d like to be apart of the zoom
youth groups, please send an email to
youth_pastor@verizon.net. We’d
love to add you in.
Mike and Meg

Elliot Michael Jones
April 24, 2020
9:06 p.m.
9 pounds 7 ounces
21½ inches
Proud parents—
Mike and Megan
Mom, Elliot, Dad, and sisters
doing fine.

2020 Confirmation Class
Please remember and support our
confirmands throughout their journey
with a card or a note (Service of Confirmation will be May 31, 2020).
They appreciate the love and encouragement from their faith family.
Cards and notes may be left in Pastor
Mary’s mail slot or mailed to the
church office. Thanking you ahead
of time.
Arabella Brownlee
James DiOrio
Ellen Helojoki
Ally Hudson
Olivia Simmons
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Greetings from your Health and Wellness Ministry
I hope this finds you all well. We have no upcoming lectures planned due to the continued social distancing.
Below are some ways we can stay connected and make the best of working from
home during this difficult time.

Ways to stay connected without
leaving your home
With so many events canceled
due to COVID-19, you may get a bit
bored and lonely at times. Social distancing can be stressful and isolating.
But you can stay active and connected
without setting foot outside your
home. Here are a few suggestions to
help you stay in touch with family and
friends and stay busy from the comfort
of your home:
Go on virtual lunch and dinner
dates. Lunch dates and r omantic
dinner plans can still happen with the
help of a smart phone or laptop video
call. Enjoy a meal and relaxing conversation with your friends or special
someone right from your device.
Enjoy virtual museum tours.
Travel or tours postponed? No worries.
Several museums offer virtual tours
you can enjoy. Get comfy in front of
your computer or Smart TV and explore. Google Arts & Culture teamed
up with over 2500 museums and galleries around the world to bring anyone and everyone virtual tours and
online exhibits of some of the most
famous museums around the world..
Spend a night at the opera! New
York’s Metropolitan Opera is cur rently offering free digital shows that
you can view on your own TV.
Have a family game and puzzle
night. Put away your devices and
dust off the board games, trivia challenges, dominoes and cards. Have a
game night. Want to get your brain
working for a long period of time?
Take out some boxed puzzles or tackle
a few crossword puzzles.
Watch TV and chill. Ther e’s no
time like the present to finally watch
movies and shows on your “save” list.
Grab a snack and relax. Online streaming even offers interactive shows that

Set yourself up with as much
will get the family engaged. These
subscriptions allow you to make choic- quiet time as possible. If you have
kids at home, you may need to give
es of how the story goes by selecting
them some projects or fun and educachoices to specific timestamps.
tional things to do while you’re workGet moving. Exer cise r ight at
ing. Ask household members to try not
home. You can get great workouts
from online exercise videos, yoga and to interrupt you during work hours.
You can try to stick to a somewhat
other fitness apps.
regular work schedule. But remember,
There are so many things to do
you’re at home now—and so is the rest
right at your fingertips. Think outside of your family—so everyone needs to
the box and create a schedule of enter- be flexible.
tainment while spending more time at
Set up remote meetings. You
home.
can still collaborate with your colleagues. You can now meet over the
phone in one-on-one conversations,
conference calls or online meetings.
And if your employer has access to
tools that allow video calls, that’s the
next best thing to talking in person. It
will be even more special to connect
and see each other now.
Set up some focus time. It can
be helpful to block off time to focus on
a project or get caught up with work.
This could include setting an e-mail
auto-response that states when you’ll
Adjusting to remote work
be available to respond and how
through the COVID-19 response coworkers can reach you with an urgent issue.
So COVID-19 has turned you into
Set your favorite playlist on rea remote worker. Maybe you’ve alpeat. Love to wor k to music? This is
ways wanted to work at home. Or
maybe you miss your coworkers. It’s your chance to set up your favorite
an adjustment. Here are some tips that playlist to get into your “zone” without
disturbing your coworkers.
can help you enjoy your new work
environment.
Your new remote work set-up
Set up your workstation. Find a could last a while. So, for now, enjoy
place at home that’s away from family skipping the commute. Small adjustments can really help you get up to
foot traffic. Have a comfortable desk
and chair at the proper height to sit up speed in your new workplace.
straight and prevent typing from hurtBlessings,
ing your wrists. You’ll need a strong
Your
Health
and
Wellness
wireless signal. Or, if your computer is
Ministry
hard-wired, you’ll need to be near a
router. If you have a laptop, you might
have more than one workspace within
your home and you’ll be able to move
around.

THE HIGHLIGHTER
(Pastor—Continued from page 2)
An online dictionary definition of
perseverance is: persistence in doing
something despite difficulty or delay in
achieving success. The first Bible
verse that always comes to my mind
when I hear the word perseverance is
Hebrews 12:1-2 – “Therefore, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken
his seat at the right hand of the throne
of God” (NRSV). We know these
verses are connected to the names of
biblical characters listed in chapter 11
whose lives are examples of faith in
God. In this portion of the letter the
writer of Hebrews is encouraging followers of Jesus to continue to walk in
his Way even when circumstances
challenge our faith.
As each new day comes in this
journey we are traveling together as a
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global community, I find the encouragement I need to persevere is not for
my faith and trust in God – in that I am
confident; God will provide and walks
with us each day. I feel the presence
of the Spirit reminding me that perseverance also is needed for practicing
patience, finding joy in each day, praying for the needs and cares of others,
showing kindness to others in a socially distant safe way (like paying for the
meal of the person behind me in the
drive thru lane). I know we all long to
hear that we are closer to the time
when precautions will be lifted, the
risks will be minimalized, and normal
activities can resume. That is something over which we have no control.
What we can do in faith and trust is
renew our determination to persevere
in joy, peace, patience, and hope,
“looking to Jesus” who knows the
Way, who leads us in the Way, who IS
the Way.

ference originally scheduled for June 4
-6 in Princess Anne, MD. The tentative schedule is to have the Clergy Executive Session and the Laity Session
on October 24 in Easton, MD and the
Holy Conferencing Sessions and Ordination Service on November 13-14 in
Dover.
The 2020 General Conference of
The United Methodist Church, originally scheduled for May 5-15 in Minneapolis, MN has been postponed.
The Council of Bishops has announced
a tentative date of August 31September 10, 2021, but the dates have
not been confirmed by the General
Conference organizing group. Until
the General Conference meets, The
UMC will continue to function under
The Book of Discipline 2016, as
amended by the special General Conference in February 2019.

In Christ’s Love,
***
Pastor Mary
Bishop Johnson, the Cabinet, and
the Sessions Team of the Annual Conference have postponed the 236th session of the Peninsula-Delaware Con-

Worship with Hearts, Hands and Voices

(Capital Projects—Continued from page 2)

The music ministry has an opportunity for you to join the
choir. When we open the doors I am looking forward to having the
choir in session and in full force. I have the sheet music and recordings of the choir music that we will sing once we are in worship. Please let me know if you are interested in joining the choir
and I will send you this information. I would like to add you to the
choir roster.
There is a new broadcast added to our web page. It is
"Midweek Music Meditation." These live r ecor dings, hopefully,
will give some midweek distraction to our isolation. Most of the
music is based on the favorite hymns of our congregation. Please
click on the tab on our home page, and enjoy. Right now, it is just
me and the piano. I would like to expand our music selection and if
you have a talent that you can share with me, let me know and I will
incorporate that talent in these weekly broadcasts.

Repair all flood damage in the flooded areas.

Soli Deo Gloria

Schlosser & Associates and Nowland Associates have been extr emely cooper ative
and helpful throughout this entire project.
The quality of all work has been outstanding.

Robert Rudolph
Director of Music

eumc_music@aol.com
302-731-9495

This is a complex project that doubled in
size as significantly more damage and water
sources have been uncovered. The project is
functionally complete. Remaining work consists of painting, landscaping, and other finish
work. As other projects may impact the same
areas, temporary landscape restoration is being
done. This includes mulching the impacted areas and the front of the church to present a unified look. The trench across the cemetery side
driveway is temporarily being left as stone for
the same reason. The worst of the leaking gutter
downspouts has been temporarily repaired with
red duct tape while a replacement is being designed.

— Dave Hofer
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