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Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware March 2026
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up...and said, “The LORD has helped us all the way,”

and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Greetings in the New Year, Beloved:

It feels like I should be starting off this
article with Happy New Year! since it is
the first article I’ve written in 2026. But,
it’s the middle of February and we are
eagerly awaiting the coming of Spring after the
extended period of severely cold weather we’ve had
recently.

This is also the first article of my swan song time at
Ebenezer with my approaching retirement date of
June 30, 2026. When that day comes, I will have
served as your pastor for nine years and 10 months,
the longest appointment of my ministry. For me it
has been an incredible journey of learning and
growth, laughter and tears, joys and sorrows. I have
found many wonderful, caring relationships with
the community that is Ebenezer. It has been my
privilege and joy to walk with you in your journeys
of life which have also included times of joy and
times of sorrow.

Making the decision to retire after a time of
prayerful reflection and discussions with Rick and
my family was the right decision. Yetitisa
bittersweet decision. I have loved my time serving
God’s kingdom with you. And though it is not a
responsibility of mine, after making the decision to
retire and informing the Staff Parish Relations
Committee (SPRC), I began praying for the person
whom our Bishop would appoint as the pastor to
succeed me. That process begins with a
conversation between the District Superintendent
and the members of the church’s SPRC. From that
conversation, the church’s Charge Conference
reports from previous years, and the church’s
Church Profile form from previous years, the
District Superintendent caries information to the
Bishop and the Cabinet (District Superintendents
from the Peninsula-Delaware and Baltimore
Washington Conferences) where prayer,
conversation, and discernment takes place over a

A WORD
FROM THE

LIAX’SIQI{\ I was blessed to hear the announcement of

period of time leading to the decision by the
Bishop as to the person who will be appointed
to fill the church’s pulpit.

your new pastor, Rev. Tracy Mooney, on
February 1 at the same time you did. I can say that
I was very thankful to God for the discernment and
wisdom with which the selection of Rev. Mooney
was made by our Bishop Latrelle Miller
Easterling. I have known Tracy for nearly all my
time in ministry and our paths have crossed many
times. She is a delightful person, with a strong
faith, and devoted to following Jesus. She has a
heart for missions and a sincere desire to be a strong
pastoral leader. She is very much looking forward
to beginning her time in July as your pastor. I know
you will welcome her with the same caring
friendliness with which you welcomed me and with
which you have continued to bless Rick and I
during our years at Ebenezer.

When I leave Ebenezer at the end of June, I will be
taking with me a hugely long list of acts of
kindness, generosity of spirit, heartfelt prayers, and
times of deep fellowship that has led me to
countless prayers of thanksgiving and gratitude. |
pray that I have brought to you an understanding of
how precious you are to God, how gifted and
graced you are to serve God’s kingdom, and
perhaps helped you deepen your faith and trust in
Jesus as your Savior and Lord.

The next 4 months will fly by but there are still
opportunities to double joys and halve sorrows
through shared times of worship and fellowship
together. I hope you are looking forward to it. |
know I am.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mary
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Upcoming Special Services

March 29 Palm Sunday 10:00 am
March 29 St. Marks 2:00 pm
Choirs Sign Pepper
Choplin’s "Come,
Touch the Road”
April 2 Holy Thursday 6:00 pm
April 3 Good Friday 4:00 pm
April 5 Sunrise Service 6:30 am
April 5 Easter Breakfast 7:30 am
April 5 Easter Service 10:00 am
- °

Finance Committee
Report

Thanks to each of you for your
donations to our church. Total
income for 2025 was $28,211
above budget. That amount helps
so much. As I have mentioned
previously, there are many

COMMITTEE

maintenance updates needed for our church building.

Church envelopes are available in Carol’s office.
Please pick yours up if you haven't already.

My thanks to each one of you. Your gifts to
Ebenezer are needed and so important to our church
and its programs.

Ann Varey
Finance Chairperson

LENTEN SHORT TERM STUDY

Why Did Jesus Have to Die?
by Rev. Dr. Adam Hamilton

Tuesdays, February 24 — March 31
9:45 —10:55 a.m.

Despite the crucifixion’s central place in
Christian faith, the New Testament offers few
clear answers about how Jesus’ death saves, or
why, exactly, he had to die. The New Testament
writers use a host of metaphors—ransom,
sacrifice, reconciliation, victory—but never
explain exactly how it works or why it had to
happen this way.

What if that’s because we’ve been asking the
wrong question? What if the cross isn’t a
transaction to be explained, but a living Word
from God meant to transform who we are and
how we live?

If there is sufficient interest in having a study
group in the evening, we will schedule one on
Tuesday or Thursday evenings, beginning
February 24/26. Please contact Carol Coney in
the church office and indicate your interest in an
evening group.

A $20.00 donation is requested to help defray the
cost of the book. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Mary Browne through the
church office or e-mail —
eumc_pastor@verizon.net.
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Pecans

New crop pecans are
available for sale!

$13 Pecan Pieces
$16 Mammoth Pecan Halves

See Carol in the Church office or
contact Diana Bienkowski
dianab6@verizon.net
302-463-1653

Payment by check to Ebenezer United Methodist
Women or correct cash amount would be appreciated.

Thank you for supporting the United Methodist
Women!

"SOCIAL
HOUR

We want to thank all of you for being so faithful and
contributing to Social Hour. We thought we would
share what it entails. First as you sign up you will
bring a fruit, snacks, cheese and crackers or sweets;
cake, cookies, donuts or any goodies. Next you are
responsible for set-up before church. We are blessed
with Jackie Scott, our custodian, who sets up the
coffee and essentials.

We, as servers, usually leave as the last hymn is
being sung, and then put everything on the table that
hasn’t been set up earlier. If we have store bought
half & half, we put that in a small pitcher from the
kitchen closet. We keep our eyes on the table to see
if we need to take off the empty plates. Usually
around 11:50 we can start clean up, washing plates
and utensils used. We also wipe counter and the
table. We empty coffee carafes and put away the tea
and other essentials on the counter. We usually like
at least 3 people to sign up each week because it
makes it easier for everyone. Again thank you for
your time and participation in this Social Hour.

G

hell NEH

3 Gl ol JomfLings

Chicken & Dumpling Dinner
Sponsored by the Ebenezer UMW
to support local and global missions.

When: Saturday, March 21, 2026
5:00 pm Takeouts
5:30 pm Eat In
Cost:  $15 for 12 yr. olds to Adults
$6 for 4-12 yr. olds;
3 and under free

Where: CLC at Ebenezer
United Methodist Church
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd
Newark DE 19711
302.731.9495

Please reserve your meal so we
have an accurate count.

Sign up form: in the church Narthex
or by calling:

Church Office (731-9495) or Diane
Clark (239-6835)

Orders due by 3/15/26
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March can still be a snowy month so please
remember to be careful when shoveling.

1. Take frequent brakes

2. Remember to bend your knees while scooping
up the snow, protect your back

3. Ifyou start to feel winded (short of breath),
have chest pressure or just discomfort STOP
shoveling immediately

4. Call 911 and follow the directions the
dispatcher gives you.

Now some info on diabetes

American Diabetes Association Diabetes Alert
Day® is on March 22, 2022! Observed annually on
the fourth Tuesday in March, Diabetes Alert Day
is a one-day “wake-up call” that focuses on the
seriousness of diabetes and the importance of
understanding your risk. We encourage you to find
out if you—or someone you love—is at risk for
type 2 diabetes by taking this quick and

simple Diabetes Risk Test.

Did You Know?

e Diabetes affects about 34.2 million Americans
or about 10.5 percent of the U.S. population.

e Nearly 1 in 5 adults living with diabetes, or 7.3
million Americans, are unaware that they have
the disease.

e Approximately 88 million people aged 18 years
or older have prediabetes, a condition in which
blood glucose levels are higher than normal, but
not high enough to be diagnosed as diabetes.

e More than 84 percent of people living with
prediabetes don’t know they have it.

e About 50 percent of women with gestational
diabetes go on to develop type 2 diabetes.
Gestational diabetes is a type of diabetes that
women develop when they are pregnant.

Greetings from your Health and Wellness Ministry

Understand Your Risk

The sooner you know you’re at risk, the sooner
you can take steps to prevent or manage diabetes.
If you have a family history of diabetes, you have
a greater chance of developing type 2 diabetes.
You are also more likely to develop type 2
diabetes if you are over age 45, are overweight, or
are not physically active.

Are You at Risk for Type 2 Diabetes? Diabetes
Risk Test One in four Americans with diabetes is
undiagnosed. Could you be one of the 8 million
Americans who has diabetes and doesn’t know it?
Take the test and learn more about your risk for
getting type 2 diabetes.

1 How old are you?

e Less than 40 years (0 points)
e 40-49 years (1 point)

e 50-59 years (2 points)

e 60 years or older (3 points)

2 Are you a man or a woman?
e Man (1 point)
e Woman (0 points)

3 Are you a woman who has ever been diagnosed
with gestational diabetes or given birth to a baby
weighing 9 pounds or more?

e Yes (1 point)

e No (0 points)

4 Do you have a mother, father, sister, or brother
with diabetes?

e Yes (1 point)

e No (0 points)

5 Have you ever been diagnosed with high blood
pressure?

e Yes (1 point)
e No (0 points)

(Continued on page 5)


https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/diabetes/overview/risk-factors-type-2-diabetes/diabetes-risk-test
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(Continued from page 4)
Height
6 Are you physically active?
. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs.
* Yes (1 point) 410" 119-142 143-190 191+
e No (0 points) —
411 124-147 148-197 198+
_ , 5'0” 128-152 153-203 204+
7 What is your weight status? (See chart at above)
Add up Your Score 51" 132-157 158-210 211+
The higher your score, the higher your risk. If you >? 136-163 toa2t7 218t
scored 5 or more: You are at increased risk for 53 141-168 169-224 225+
having type 2 diabetes. Talk to your health care 574" 145-173 174—231 232+
provider about simple blood tests to check for 5o 150179 180239 TR
diabetes or prediabetes. Early diagnosis and
treatment can prevent or delay heart attack, stroke, 5’6" 155-185 186-246 247+
blindness, kidney disease, and other health 5177 159-190 191254 255+
problems.
5'8” 164-196 197-261 262+
If you scored below 5: Even if your score was 5'9” 169-202 203-269 270+
below 5, you may be at increased risk for having 510" 174-208 209—277 278+
prediabetes—blood sugar levels that are higher
than normal but not high enough to be called 511" 179-214 215-285 286+
diabetes. 6'0” 184-220 221-293 294+
The good news for people with prediabetes is that o1 189-226 22730 202
you can lower your risk for type 2 diabetes. Talk 62 194-232 233-310 311+
to your health care team about getting tested, 6’3" 200-239 240-318 319+
particularly if you are over 45, overweight, or o7 05245 46327 3280
have a family member with diabetes. Find out
about the small steps you can take to prevent or (1point) (2 points) (3 points)

delay type 2 diabetes and live a long and healthy
life. Type 2 diabetes is more common in African
Americans and people with African ancestry,
Hispanics and Latinos, American Indians, Alaska
Natives, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and
Pacific Islanders.

The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive W I I

and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) has special e neSS
information for these groups.

The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive

and Kidney Diseases
1-800-860-8747 « TTY: 1-866-569-1162

Blessings,
Your Health and Wellness Ministry
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FamilyPromise

Construction on the new shelter has been progressing
well. When this picture was taken in December, they
had completed the roof, installed windows, conducted
major sitework ensuring adequate water and electrical
supply, and were installing siding and making the
facility watertight. During the cold weather, they moved
to indoor work; including tasks such as wiring,
plumbing, installing insulation, drywall, etc. At the
current pace, the new facility will likely be open by
Spring/Summer.

The Annual Breakfast, which was originally scheduled
for February 10th, was postponed due to the snow and
cold. They are planning to have it sometime in April.

Ebenezer will be serving the families on February 22
and 23rd and again during the week of April 12.

Let me know if you'd like to volunteer in April!

As always, thanks for your prayers and support of this
mission!

Kathy Zinn
302 463 5428

eals
Wheel
®—0

A Route (MARCH)

2 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
9 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
16 Paul & Beverly Shunta

23 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncans
30 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson

B Route — (MARCH)

2 Mary Ann Menghi

9 Ann Sylvester & Sue Stewart

16 Sherrie Hodgson & Mary Minker
23 Kathy and Doug Gibney

30 Mary Minker & Adele Madden

A Route (APRIL)

6 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
13 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
20 Paul & Beverly Shunta

27 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncans

B Route — (APRIL)

6 Mary Ann Menghi

13 Ann Sylvester & Sue Stewart
20 Nolan Sickles & Mary Minker
27 Kathy and Doug Gibney

Substitutes
Mary Anne Menghi
Newark Senior Center
Paul & Beverly Shunta

302-234-1544
302-737-5747
302-239-7765

Adele Madden 302-540-2313
Mary Minker 302-593-2982
(Coordinators)

The Highlighter A —

is a monthly publication of

Ebenezer United Methodist Church \
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd. I
Newark, Delaware 19711

Pastor: Rev. Mary H. Browne I

Voice: (302) 731-9495
FAX: (302)731-9555
E-mail: newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net

Editor: Diana Bienkowski

Newsletter deadline: The 15th of each month
Web site: EbenezerUMCNewark.org

Email: DianaUMCNewsletter@gmail.com
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14
16
17
18

19
20

21

Aiden Barnett
Sarah Wood
Daniel Klopfenstein
Emilie Murray
Hallie Rosario
Dan Shelton
Ed Wolfe
Maxwell Snyder
Gianna Snyder
Diego Sylvester
Ethan Sylvester
Evan Murphy
Braedon Smith
Sandy Berk
Deborah Donnelly
Tate Pannell
James Gates
Christy Thomson
Madison Brookens
Lindsay Curley
Connor McGovern
Matt Muldowney
Alexandria Mullin
Geoffrey Steggell
Carolyn Klein
Rebecca Hanus
Kathy Zinn
Rodney Dempsey
Nancy Eldreth
Jeffrey Park
Luann Pugh
Ryan Thompson
Marlene Tribbitt
Chris Brendza
Amelia Schmidt
Brianna Crossan
James DiOrio

ARC

Birbhdays

Luke Thomson
Suellen Ward
22 Kyren Keys
23 Jordan Ormsby
Evan Shows
24 Jeremy Keeler
Al Sowden
25 Elena Taylor
26 Levi James Merritt
27 Robert Bosari
Charles Connell
Barbara White
28 Aubrey Donaldson
29 Diane Clark
Kay Leventry
Michael Sylvester
30 Wayne Patterson

April

1 Austin Logan
Michelle Meney
Virginia Parker
2 Billy Feldman
Lauren Jackson
Elyse Miller
Joanne Monarski
William Shane Thomson
3 Nathan Harlan
Beth Manchester
Sandy Ashby
Andrew Feldmann
Beth Jackson
Ava Grace Sterkenburg
7 Jacob Peffley
Carolyn Wilhelm

o)WV}

%) :MARC

12

25

26

Anniversaries

Paul & Beth Manchester (50 Years)
Michael & Megan Jones (18 Years)
Robert & Ann Sylvester (54 Years)
Evan & Julie Murphy (14 Years)

Robert & Tiffany Combs (20 Years)
William & Cynthia Deckman (20 Years)
Robert & Jaime Muller (21 Years)

Spring forwa

Sunday, March 8, 2026 | 2:00 am

«d In faith

Pound Auction

Wednesday, April 29

Join the United Methodist Women for a lot of
laughs and a fun evening at the Pound Auction.

Bring a Friend.
Bring a decorated bag to share in the Auction.

Refreshments will be served!

All proceeds benefit UMW Missions.
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As you many know, Fred Dawson
passed on February 2, 2026. Fred
was a prolific writer sharing his
wisdom and gift with those he met.

My Journey

I am born
energy and materials borrowed.
My arena sustaining
work, play and family.
A brief time circle
the continuum in awe.
My surroundings abiding
embracing the dance.
I will return what is borrowed
my spirit soaring.
With hope of little lost
and dreams of little gained.
Questions unanswered
but a warmth and a glow.
A guest thus invited
so humbled to be chosen.
With stars a wonder
to see me through.

The King No
One Expected

Sometimes we speak—or even shout—the truth without
realizing just how right we are. That’s exactly what hap-
pened on the first Palm Sunday.

Jesus entered Jerusalem not on a prize-worthy stallion,
but on a young, humble donkey. The crowd erupted in
joy, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the King who comes
in the name of the Lord!”” They waved palm branches,
symbols of peace, and hailed Jesus as their king.

Was He a king? Jesus didn’t deny it. When the Pharisees
told him to silence the crowd, he replied, “I tell you, if
they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

Later, Pilate—the Roman governor—mocked the reli-
gious leaders by saying, “Here is your king.” The chief
priests bristled with anger, shouting, “We have no king
but Caesar!”

When Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified, he made
one last jab at the furious crowd. John 19:19 tells us he
ordered a sign to be placed above the cross. Written in
Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, it declared:

“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

The chief priests demanded the sign be changed,
but Pilate refused. “What I have written, I have
written,”” he said.

Was Jesus a king? The witnesses of His resurrec-
tion knew the answer. In Acts 17:7, the early be-
lievers were accused of “saying there is another
king, Jesus.” And the book of Revelation looks
ahead to the day when all creation will know the
truth:

“The Lamb will triumph ... for He is Lord of lords and
King of kings.” — Revelation 17:14
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These cheerful “palm trees” make a
bright reminder of the celebration that

What you need:
* Bananas (for the tree trunks)
* Kiwis or green grapes
(for the palm leaves)
* Mandarin oranges (for the ground)

What you do:

1. Slice bananas in half lengthwise
and place vertically on a plate.

2. Arrange kiwi slices or grapes at the
top to form palm fronds.

3. Add oranges at the base.

4. Serve immediately or chill until
ready to serve,

Scripture Tie-In:

uBleSggd ishew

in the name of t
__Matthew 21:9 (NIV)

ho comes
he Lord!”

Puzzle!

HOW'S THE WEATHER?

Use the code below to fill in these
forecasts in places where Jesus traveled:

greeted Jesus as he entered Jerusalem.

CODE:
A=© D=% H=% M=% pP=¢ T=0 W=
B=¢ E=+ |I=% N=AN R=@ U=0 Y=p
C=tx G=# L=x O=¢ S$=0 V=@ Z=p
Mt. Hermon Jericho
oM™V SN |
Jerusalem
* ¥ K B

*O0OmpR A *¥Na& O

Mediterranean Coast

Kzoa1q ‘spuim A1snb ‘yeay |edidou) ‘pjiw 10y ‘MOUS :SIomsuy
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Easter Flowers Order Form

, On Easter Sunday, an array of Easter flowers will adorn

A - 5 the chancel area, proclaiming through their beauty the

glorious news that Christ is risen indeed! If you would

like to purchase one or more flowers to be part of the display, please complete the

order form below. In lieu of flowers, you may remember or honor your loved ones

through a gift of equal amount to Family Promise to support their work with homeless
and at-risk persons and families.

The absolute deadline to order is Thursday, March 30 (no late
orders can be accepted). The cost of each plant is $12.00. Please

prepay your order by making checks to Ebenezer UMC, indicating in the
memo line either Flowers and/or the homeless.

I wantto order #__ Lilies (white).
I want to order #__ Daffodils.
I wanttoorder #__ Tulips (assorted colors).
I wanttodonate$_ to Family Promise.
Check enclosed _~ Cash enclosed __  Envelope Number

PLEASE PRINT DEDICATION(S) FOR THIS YEAR.
IN MEMORY OF:

IN HONOR OF:

GIVEN BY:
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
]an Sunday in 21 0:00am AA 3 4 7:30am AA 5 6 7
lé"ag(gam Sunda 11:30am So- 9:4gam Bible 10:00am AA 9:32am Bible 10:00am AA 6:30pm NA
School g cial Seniors | >™% 10:00am Chancel |
) 6:00pm Day- 12:00pm AA Choir 11:45am Health
10:00am Worship b'reale y 12:30pm & Wellness
11:00am Social 6:00pm Cub | UMW Exec &:15pm Good 12:00pm ACOA
Hour ) Scouts Board 7:00pm 2 x 4 Class 2:00pm Grief-
11:30am Choir 7:00pm NA 6:00pm Sup- | 7’ Share
4:00pm BSA50 7:00pm 2 x 4 port Group ;;gggm Admon 7:00pm NA
Class L 7:00 BSA50
7:00pm District
Committee BSA
8 3rd sundayin | 9 10:00am a4 | 10 11 7:30am an 12 13 14
lé?(r)'(tJam Sunday 6:00pm Day- gtjgim Bible 10:00am AA 9:30am BSFT 10:00am AA 6:30pm NA
School break 1 2-000m AA 10:00am Chancel 12:00pm ACOA g:OOpm 2X4
10:00am Worship 6:00pm Cub -Lopm Choir 2:00pm Grief- ance
’ Scouts 6:00pm Sup- . Share
11:00am Social ort Grou 11:00am Stephen
Hour 7:00pm NA l; o ’f,’ | Ministry 7:00pm NA
. . :00pm Pric- . . .
11:30am Choir é}gggpm 2x4 illa Circle f’gggm Project 7:00pm BSA50
. 7:00pm )
7:00pm Eagle 6:15pm Good
Scout Boards | Trustees Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4 Class
7:00pm HOA
15 ath sundayin | 16 17 18 19 20 21
léerorz Sund 10:00am AA 9:45am Bible 7:30am AA 9:30am BSFT Youth Rally Youth Rally
:00am Sunday . _ Study . .
School g.rgglpzm Day 12-000m AA 10:00am AA 12:00pm ACOA 10:00am AA 6:30pm NA
10:00am Worship -oop 10:00am Chancel 2:00pm Grief-
’ ) 6:00pm Cub 6:00pm Sup- Choir Share
I1_/1:00am Social Scouts port Group 6:15pm Good 7:00pm NA
our 0 :
7:00pm 2 x 4 6:30pm Cub Chimes .
11:30am Choir Class Scouts 7:00pm 2 x 4 Class 7:00pm BSASO
7:00pm NA
22 5th Sunday in 23 24 25 26 27 28
Lent 10:00am AA 9:45am Bible 7:30am AA 9:30am BSFT 10:00am AA 6:30pm NA
Youth Rally 6:00pm Day- Study 10:00am Hope 12:00pm ACOA 7:00pm 2 x 4
break y 12:00pm AA Dining Room . ief- Dance
9:00am Sunday rea 2:00pm Grie
School 6:00pm Cub 6:0;7%m Sup- 10:00am AA Share
10:00am Worship Scouts port Group 1C2:Q0am Chancel 7:00pm NA
11:00am Social 7:00pm 2 x 4 or 7:00pm BSA50
Hour Class 6:15pm Good
Chimes
. i 7:00pm NA
11:30am Choir 7:00pm 2 x 4 Class
29 Palm Sunday 30 3]
9:00am Sunday 10:00am AA gt4gam Bible
School 6:00pm Day- uay
10:00am Worshlp break 12'00pm AA
. i 6:00pm Cub 6:00pm Sup-
Il_lé.uorOam social Scouts port Group
. ; 7:00pm 2 x 4
; lbiOam CChOIr Class
:00pm Com- .
bined Choirs 7:00pm NA




EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

525 Polly Drummond Hill Road Non-Profit Org.
Newark, Delaware 19711 U-giﬁsgge
Permit No. 120
Newark, DE 19711
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Inside

A Word from the Pastor

Easter Services, Finance Committee Report
Announcements

Wellness News

Family Promise, Meals on Wheels

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Writing from Fred Dawson, The King No One Expected
Activities

Easter Flower Order Form
Calendar of Events

T
N
L PTTT 0T T

2O OWOONOOOTWN =

gole
—_—




