Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
March 2021
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Peninsula-Delaware Conference
realigns districts
I want to take this opportunity to bring you up to date on a
restructuring change within our Peninsula-Delaware Conference that was approved by the Annual Conference in November 2020. The restructuring change is a realignment of the districts within our Conference to make the numbers of churches
in each district more equal. It does eliminate one position of a
District Superintendent and is expected to result in some reduction in apportionments for most churches. The restructuring
change will go into effect on July 1, 2021.
The geographic boundaries of our Peninsula-Delaware
Conference are the Delaware and Maryland portions of the Delmarva Peninsula. Currently, our Conference is divided into 4
districts, Wilmington (New Castle and Cecil Counties), Dover
(Kent & Sussex counties), Easton (the upper portion of the
Eastern Shore to the western border of Delaware), and Salisbury (the lower portion of the Eastern Shore to the Atlantic
Ocean coast, below the southern border of Delaware). Each
District is served by 1 District Superintendent and our Annual
Conference is one of two Conferences (Eastern PA being the
other Conference) in the Philadelphia Episcopal Area served by
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson.
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church
2016 (BOD) authorizes the Annual Conference to set the number of Districts within the bounds of the Annual Conference
and authorizes the Bishop to determine the boundaries of those
Districts. The resolution presented, discussed, and voted on in
the Annual Conference plenary session in November 2020 reduces the number of districts in our Conference from 4 to 3.
Recently the Conference office released the Bishop’s decision
on the boundary lines for the districts and what the names of
the new districts will be. The Delaware District will be the entire state of Delaware (the former Wilmington and Dover Districts). The Upper Shore District will be Cecil County and the
northern part of the former Easton District. The Lower Shore
District will be the lower portion of the former Easton District
and the former Salisbury District. This redistricting will keep
the number of churches in each district more evenly distributed
among the 3 District Superintendents.
Our District Superintendent will continue to be Rev. Joseph Archie until he completes his appointment term in June
(Continued on page 2)

Holy Week Services
Each service will be with in-person
attendance and livestream viewing
(ebenezerumcnewark.org).
There will be a separate Sign-Up Genius link
for each service for in-person attendance; you
may also contact the church office by phone
or e-mail to attend in person.
Palm/Passion Sunday – March 28, 10:00 a.m.
Jesus’ Triumphant Entrance into Jerusalem
The Passion of Jesus as recorded in the
Gospel of Mark
Holy Thursday – April 1, 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated –
if you will be in attendance via livestream,
you are invited to come to the church in the
days ahead of the service to pick up
communion elements

Good Friday – April 2, 6:30 p.m.
A Service of Tenebrae (Darkness) using the
Passion of Jesus as recorded in the
Gospel of John
Easter Sunday – April 4
Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m. – in-person only;
will be held outside, weather permitting
Easter Celebration, 10:00 a.m. – in-person
and livestream
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Greetings, my Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we enter into the month of March, we will pass
the one year mark in which Ebenezer UMC, the state of
Delaware, the United States of America, the world, has
been dealing with the global pandemic of a strain of coronavirus and its attendant disease, COVID-19. I remember so well, that in conversation with our lay leadership, I
had planned worship on March 15 as a normal Sunday,
and planned to use the time to explain about how we would be following the
guidelines established by Governor John Carney which included not having in
-person worship in the church building.
In the days leading up to March 15, the number of positive cases in the
U.S. and in the world accelerated at an astounding rate, and on Saturday,
March 14, I contacted the lay leadership and we agreed it would be best to
cancel the worship services on March 15. The United Methodist Women,
having spent many hours in the kitchen on Thursday and Friday to prepare for
the Chicken & Dumpling Dinner also decided to make the event take-out only
with no seated dining in the CLC. They did a great job in providing for takeout containers and devising a pattern of moving people through the CLC following social distancing guidelines.
March 15, 2020 was the only Sunday for which the church did not gather
in worship because of the pandemic. The church has never closed, we have
used livestream technology to gather every Sunday. We’ve used ZOOM technology for committee meetings, Bible Study, and fellowship gathering such as
a UMW circle. We were able to provide a virtual VBS program to families in
the congregations of Ebenezer and Resurrection Parish, and from the wider
community. We have continued to support the local, national, and global projects and organizations to which the Missions Team allocated its portion of the
church budget. You have been generous in your response to the various mission-focused collections we have done; having
the collection containers just inside the front
God’s grace, love, doors has allowed you to participate in those coland mercy ... are lections without needing to enter the building if
from everlasting to you are not comfortable doing so.
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Districts realigned
(Continued from page 1)
2022. If you would like more information about the redistricting process, you can go to the Conference
website – pen-del.org and click on
the tile entitled “Redistricting Webinar Recording and Resources.”
There you can view the recorded
webinar and view the power point
presentation used in the webinar.
Pastor Mary Browne

The Cemetery Association

is seeking individuals who are interested joining the Association to help
manage this special asset. Please let
Brian Dempsey, Rodney Dempsey,
Paul Shunta, Phil Gardner or Tom
Crescenzo know of your interest.
Also at your earliest convenience
please remove Christmas decorations
from your lot, weather permitting. Thanks for your help.

everlasting.

Some areas of our church life have been
negatively affected by the pandemic. Primarily
this has been in the area of Sunday School which has not been able to meet
and the fellowship events we enjoy so much that have we have not been able
to schedule. Chancel Choir and Good Chimes Handbell Choir have not been
able to rehearse, but we can be very grateful for the individuals from these
groups and from outside the church who have helped our Music Director,
Robert Rudolph, continue to provide meaningful music for our worship services. Another area has been the difficulty we are having in finding people
willing to serve on the various committees that are essential to the running of
the church. I believe this has become a challenge because we are not able to
be gathered in person and that presents a challenge in talking with people
about the ways in which they can share their gifts and service to the church.
All of this has been possible only because of our trust in the faithfulness
of God’s grace, love, and mercy, that are from everlasting to everlasting. I
pray daily, and I trust that you do, also, for strength and guidance through the
power and presence of the Holy Spirit that we can continue to live out our
mission to be a “Christ-centered church prayerfully seeking God’s leading for
(Continued on page 5)
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Worship with Hearts,
Hands and Voices

2020 challenges
impacted
Ebenezer finances

Greetings in the name of Christ;
The Ebenezer financials
through December of 2020 reflected
the challenging year that we all experienced. The closing of our Preschool in the Fall and the reduced
ability to utilize our facilities impacted us the most. We fell short in
our annual giving by $34,000 — this
consists of Pledges, Tithes, Plate
Offering and Christmas Giving. Our
Capital Campaign reached its goal
for the year, ensuring the major expenses of facility operation were
secure. We managed our variable
expenses tightly in all areas, our
fixed expenses were cut wherever
possible. All in all, we fell short of
our goal to break even by $56,000.
We faced difficulties never imagined and looking back, our Church
leadership stepped up to the challenges and made some difficult decisions that kept the shortfall in our
finances as minimal as possible.
Going forward in 2021, we will
operate our church so that we fulfill
our mission of service to the Lord,
the needs of our congregation and
community while ensuring we operate as efficiently as possible.

This month finds us in the middle of Lent. As we use this time as a time
of contemplation and introspection, may we find time to thank God for all the
gifts that have been given us. There is light on the horizon penetrating the
darkness of the COVID-19 epidemic. Along with this light comes the hope
of once again gathering for worship and singing God’s praises.
The music ministry here at Ebenezer has been blessed with many people
who have come forth to lead the singing and present special music. We have
had wonderful and spirit filled music each Sunday. Many special thanks go
out to those who have been leading us in worship. This month will not be
different. Ruthie Toole and Genevieve Hahn will be sharing worship with us.
The handbell ensemble will be playing, and the youth will also lead us in
worship.
As we move through Lent and into Holy Week, I am reminded of the
wonderment that we behold in the sacrifice of Christ. In all things we give
thanks. I usually quote a Bible verse or Psalm in these comments. This time
I am quoting the chorus from a song by contemporary artist, Jason Gray:
“Hold on
If the life that we've been given
Is made beautiful in the living
And the joy that I get brings joy to the heart of the giver
Then right here, right now
This is the song I'm singing out
I wanna live like there's no tomorrow
Love like I'm on borrowed time
It's good to be alive.”
Soli Deo Gloria
Robert Rudolph
Director of Music

We thank the congregation for
the support of our church through
these difficult times and thank the
many who rose to the call to help us
through the challenging times that
we faced.
Faithfully submitted,
Joe Mills
Lay Leader, Finance Chair

The faithful love of the Lord never ends!
His mercies never cease.
Great is his faithfulness;
His mercies begin afresh each morning.
—Lamentations 3:22-23, NLT

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father

There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
Written by Thomas Chisholm,
music composed by William M. Runyan.
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Coming Attraction!
Chicken and Dumplings
Dinner
Save the Date!
Mark your calendars for
April 24th!
We will be having a carry-out
only event again this year, a
little later than usual, but we
are planning to have it.
More details will follow in the
next Newsletter.
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Zingo’s receipts help
fund UMW missions

Family Promise —
New Way to Serve

This is a friendly reminder
that the United Methodist Women
collect Zingo’s receipts and turn
them in to the store for money that
we use for the Missions we support. We get 1% of the total of the
receipts back, totaling between
$600-$800 a year for us.
Please put your receipts in the
marked envelope in the container
on the wall across from the office. Or you can mail them into
church if you prefer. Just mark the
envelope for the UMW. Thank you
for your support!
The Ladies of the UMW

During the first week of February, Ebenezer and Resurrection Parish joined efforts to serve a mother
and five children who were housed in
a cottage at the Jesus House location.
The family enjoyed a private sleeping
area, a kitchenette, and laundry facilities. Our team provided food supplies
and dinners for seven evenings.
Thanks to those who helped with
meals. The family was very complimentary and appreciated our deliveries during some challenging weather.
Our next opportunity to serve
will be in the spring. Each time is a
blessing.
Deb August & Kathy Zinn

God is Watching
Children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic
school for lunch. At the head of the table was a
large pile of apples.
The nun made a note, “Take only one, God is
watching.”
At the other end of the table was a large pile of
chocolate chip cookies. Moving through the line a
boy wrote another note to leave by the cookies,
“Take all you want, God is watching the apples.”

Meals on Wheels

A Route — March
1 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
8 Paul & Beverly Shunta
15 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
22 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan
29 Mary Anne Menghi
B Route — March
1 Paul Kelley
8 Paul Kelley
15 Paul Kelley
22 Kathy and Doug Gibney
29 Paul Kelley
Substitutes
Sandy Berk
410-392-4147
Stephanie Carpenter
302-731-4308
Ron Case
302-737-8567
Mary Anne Menghi
302-234-1544
Newark Senior Center
302-737-5747
Paul & Beverly Shunta
302-239-7765
(coordinator)

United Methodist Women

Circle Meetings
Priscilla
S & S / Naomi
Executive Board

3/9
3/10
3/2

7:00pm,
10:00am,
12:30pm,

Need a ride?
If you need transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug store, etc., call one
of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members
and mates) who have volunteered to drive:
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky
302-239-4911, Paul Kelley 302-737-2669,
Paul Shunta 302-239-7765, or Reed and
Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.
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Pastor’s Message

Pinwheels for
Child Abuse Prevention
April is Child Abuse Prevention month. Pinwheels for Prevention began
as a grassroots campaign in Georgia, Florida and Ohio. Their success and a
desire to create a national symbol for child abuse and neglect prevention led
to this effort nationwide.
In 2015, Prevent Child Abuse Delaware, along with state chapters
throughout the country, adopted a new logo – the pinwheel. A pinwheel represents the whimsical notion of childhood and reminds us that every child
deserves the chance at having a healthy and happy childhood.
Keep an eye out for pinwheels throughout Delaware! We are ordering
pinwheels to display at church and for church members to take home. They
will be available in the Narthex when they arrive. Help us spread the message about the power of prevention through the visual recognition of pinwheels throughout the community.
Remember…a pinwheel also needs wind to move forward, and with our
actions and our intention, we can be that wind.

ROCK YOUR SOCKS
DAY
Wednesday, March 21
Supports Down Syndrome
Association of DE
For a $2.00 donation, you can purchase a pair of pre-mismatched socks to wear in support of World
Down Syndrome Day, (www.dsadelaware.org)
Choose a pair of socks from the box on the table in the narthex and
leave your $2.00 donation in the basket. On March 21 wear your
socks to show your awareness and support of the rights, inclusion,
and
well-being of people with Down Syndrome.
Snap a picture of your feet in your RYS socks and post it our
Ebenezer Facebook page (Ebenezer UMC Newark)
or send picture to Pastor Mary (eumc_pastor@verizon.net)
to post to our FB page.

(Continued from page 2)
our ministry.” As 2021 continues to
unfold and the availability of vaccines expands, we can live in hope
that we will see a relaxation of the
guidelines that continue to show caring respect for each other, but that
will allow a return to more ways that
we can gather in person and more
directly share in the ministries and
missions of the church so that our
light on the hill will shine ever more
brightly.
As we journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem in this Lenten season, our worship services will continue in the theme of “Holy Vessels.” Our journey began on Ash
Wednesday with an acknowledgement of the brokenness in our lives
like the shattering of glass into rough
-edged shards. Each week a healing
narrative of Jesus in the Gospel of
Matthew will help us to see the divine solidarity with human suffering
and remind us that we can begin a
“season of recovery” toward making
something beautiful from that which
is seemingly broken. Beach glass
offers us a multifaceted symbol of
this transformative process.
I look forward to joining in worship with you in person (Sign-up
Genius notice sent each week or contact the church office) or in our
livestream (ebenezerumcnewark.org).

In His Service,
Pastor Mary Browne
Prayer Point

Pray for pastors everywhere who are working
hard to keep the unity of
our faith and fellowship,
and keep our ministries
fresh as we struggle
through this pandemic.
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Greetings from your Health and
Wellness Ministry
I want to make sure everyone has the
correct email address to attempt registering
for the COVID vaccine.
De.gov/covidvaccine will take you to the website so you can register. I also
know Christiana hospital will offer the vaccine for the public once all employees have received both doses. They have a sign up on their website
christianacare.org. Local Walgreens did have the vaccine and at one time
you were able to sign up on their website. No vaccine is currently available
through Walgreens. A suggestion would be to check their site every few
days till you are able to find an opening.

Now a little update on masking. ca, and Brazil. All three have all made
their way across U.S. borders.

Wearing a tight-fitting surgical
mask, or doubling up on masks, can
significantly reduce COVID-19 transmission and slow the spread of new,
more contagious strains, according to a
CDC report released February 10,
2021.
“A simulated breathing experiment shows surgical masks on their
own block 42% of COVID-19 particles for the wearer, and cloth masks
block about 44% of particles. Wearing
a cloth mask over a surgical mask increased protection for the person wearing the masks, blocking 83% of small
particles.

Regarding the new coronavirus
variants, CDC Director Rochelle Walensky, MD, told reporters at a White
House briefing February 10, 2021 that
the agency currently estimates that 1%
-4% of COVID cases in the U.S. were
caused by the U.K. variant, also known
as B117.

On the mask study, Walensky
said the science was already clear that
mask requirements can decrease
COVID-19 infections and deaths. But,
she said, the new CDC research
“underscores the importance of wearing a mask correctly and making sure
it fits closely and snugly over the nose
While other recent studies looked and mouth.”
at “mask fitters” -- a band that goes
As always please feel free to
over a mask to keep it snug to the face
call
any
of us on the H&W team if
-- and found they improved perforyou
have
any questions or concerns.
mance, the CDC said it believes the
best fit comes from wearing a surgical
Blessings,
mask covered by a cloth mask.
Your Health and Wellness Ministry
COVID deaths in the U.S.
jumped in November and, though they
are declining, are still high. Officials
have warned that the U.K.-based variant could ultimately become the dominant strain in the U.S. by March.
These findings emerge among
growing concerns about three new,
highly contagious COVID-19 variants
first identified in the U.K., South Afri-

Youth Group continues to meet
at 8 pm on Sunday evenings via
zoom. We will be doing a Lenten
study until Easter.
This year's Easter egg hunt
will not take place in person. However, we have a great idea for families to do this at home so we will be
putting together an at-home kit for
any family that may be interested in
participating. You can contact us
through
email:Youth_Pastor@verizon.net for
information about when this will be
ready for pickup and also check in the
bulletin for more specific times.
Since we weren't able to do the
Youth Rally this year, the Youth
group has been working on a service
project. We are planning on an inperson meeting to put together
UMCOR Hygiene Kits to be sent
to Mission Central. We ask that
members donate specific items in the
narthex. The item specifications are
as follows:
hand towel (15x25-17x27)
washcloth
comb
toenail or fingernail clipper
bath-size soap (3oz bar or larger)
• no Ivory or Jergens soap
• do not remove from packaging
adult toothbrush
10 bandages
One-gallon size resealable bags
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Red Bird Alert!!!
No, I am not asking you to watch for cardinals or other red birds because spring is
around the corner!!! Ebenezer is planning another mission trip to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky and YOU are invited!! We will be going from August 1st-August 7th and we have reserved our week! Red Bird is the largest mission in the U.S. and was founded by Methodists!
No one has really had a "vacation" yet, but what could be better than a vacation serving
the Lord and being with other Christians from around the country?
Individuals, children accompanied by parents, teens and families are welcome! We will have a Red Bird meeting
in the early spring to give you all the details and you can learn more from people who went to Red Bird and loved it!
In the meantime, search your heart, pray about it and if you have any questions, contact Pastor Mary or Linda Heller
@lsheller@comcast.net. If you are looking to get away AND serve the Lord, "flying" away to Red Bird is a fantastic
opportunity!
Yours in Mission,
Linda Heller, Chair
Mission Team

Easter Flowers Order Form
On Easter Sunday, an array of Easter flowers will adorn the chancel area, proclaiming through their beauty the glorious news that Christ is risen
indeed! If you would like to purchase one or more flowers to be part of
the display, please complete the order form below. In lieu of flowers, you
may remember or honor your loved ones through a gift of equal amount
to Family Promise to support their work with homeless and at-risk persons and families.
The absolute deadline to order is Sunday, March 14th (no late orders can be accepted). The cost of
each plant is $10.00. Please prepay your order by making checks to Ebenezer UMC, indicating in the memo
line either Flowers and/or the Family Promise.
I want to order #_____ Lilies (white).
I want to order #_____ Hyacinths (assorted colors).
I want to order #_____ Tulips (assorted colors).
I want to order #_____ Daffodils (yellow).
I want to donate $_____ to Family Promise.

Check enclosed ________ Cash enclosed ________ Envelope Number ________
PLEASE PRINT DEDICATION(S) FOR THIS YEAR.
IN MEMORY OF:
______________________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF:
______________________________________________________________________________
GIVEN BY:
______________________________________________________________________________
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3/01 Aiden Barnett
3/02 Sarah Wood
3/03 Daniel Klopfenstein
Emilie Murray
3/04 Hailie Rosario
Dan Shelton
3/05 Ed Wolfe
3/06 Maxwell Snyder
Gianna Snyder
3/07 Evan Murphy
Braedon Smith
3/08 Sandy Berk
Debbie Donnelly
3/10 Jim Gates
3/11 Christy Williams Thomson
3/12 Madison Brookens
3/13 Lindsay Curley
Connor McGovern
Alli Mullin
Geoffrey Steggell
3/14 Carolyn Klein
3/16 Rebecca Hanus
3/17 Kathy Zinn
3/18 Rodney Dempsey
Nancy Eldreth
Jeffrey Park
Luann Pugh
Ryan Thompson
3/19 Marlene Tribbitt
3/20 Chris Brendza
Amelia Schmidt
3/21 Brianna Crossan
James DiOrio
Luke Thomson
Suellen Ward
3/22 Kyren Keys
3/23 Jordan Ormsby
Evan Shows
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3/24 Nancy Connell
Jeremy Keeler
Al Sowden
3/25 Elena Taylor
3/26 Levi Merritt
Joanne Schlosser
3/27 Robert Bosari
Charles Connell, Jr.
Frank Hicken
3/28 Aubrey Donaldson
3/29 Blair Case
Diane Clark
Kay Leventry
Michael Sylvester
Edith Williams
3/30 Wayne Patterson
4/1 Austin Logan
Michelle Meney
Virginia Parker
4/2 Billy Feldmann
Emma Feldmann
Lauren Jackson
Elyse Miller
Joanne Monarski
Will Thomson
4/3 Melissa Delaney
Nathan Harlan
Beth Manchester
4/4 Shirley Gardner
4/5 Sandy Ashby
4/6 Andrew Feldmann
Beth Jackson
Ava Grace Sterkenburg
4/7 Jacob Peffley
Carolyn Wilhelm

Rev. Stuart Sacks was serving in Paraguay when Rafael, a Maka Indian, came and
sat on his porch. Sacks, who’d been inside eating, went out to see what the man wanted.
Rafael said, “Ham, henek met,” which means “I don’t want anything; I have just come
near.”
The pastor, not understanding the significance of that statement, again asked what
he could do for Rafael. But the answer was the same.
When Sacks later shared the incident, a veteran missionary explained it was Rafael’s way of showing honor. He didn’t need anything in particular; he just wanted to sit
on the pastor’s porch. He found satisfaction and pleasure merely by being near him.
Sack points out that the phrase “Ham, henek met” also reveals the heart of true
worship. When the Lord asks, “What brings you here, my child?” we don’t need to
mention or ask for anything specific. We can reply that we simply want to come near
our God.
—Unknown source
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

5:00pm Soccer Shots

9:30am Lenten Study

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

6:30pm NA

7:00pm Lenten
Study

6:00pm
BSA50

10:00pm NA

12:30pm
UMW Exec.
Board

5

Sat

6

6:30pm
Health &
Wellness
6:45pm NA

7 3rd Sunday in
Lent

8

10:00am Worship

9

10

11

9:30am Lenten Study

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

6:30pm NA

10:00am S &S /
Naomi Circle

6:00pm
BSA50

10:00pm NA

7:00pm Lenten
Study

6:45pm NA

16

17

18

9:30am Lenten Study

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

6:30pm NA

7:00pm Lenten
Study

6:00pm
BSA50

10:00pm NA

7:00pm
Priscilla Circle
7:00pm Trustees

14 4th Sunday in 15
Lent
UMCOR Sunday

10:00am Worship

21 5th Sunday in 22
Lent

10:00am Worship

7:00pm Stephen Ministry
- ZOOM

23
9:30am Lenten Study
7:00pm Missions

19

13

20

6:45pm NA

24

25

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

6:30pm NA

10:00am Hope
Dining Room

6:00pm
BSA50

10:00pm NA

7:00pm Lenten
Study

6:45pm NA

28 Palm Sunday 29

30

31

10:00am Worship

9:30am Lenten Study

10:00am AA

3:00pm Millcroft
Ministries

12

7:00pm Lenten
Study

26

27
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