Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The L
has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB
June 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The word on everybody’s tongue these
days is “reopening.” I am sure you are, as I
have been, watching and listening to updates
from Governor John Carney about the phased-in
process for reopening our state and beginning to
relax the restrictions on the number of people
who can gather. There is a lot of information to
absorb and understand and the process and
recommendations continue to be somewhat fluid. I am also
watching the regional and national news as other states
begin to reopen their communities, and paying close
attention to the information shared by health care and
science experts.
I deeply long for the time when the need for
precautionary behaviors related to the pandemic can be
mitigated and we can gather again in person. I miss seeing
you in worship, I miss the buzz of activity in the church as
we attend to our spiritual formation and fellowship
activities, I miss the wide variety of mission outreach
projects on which we work together. But
more importantly, my deep and abiding
love for you empowers me to be
deliberative and cautious in the way that
we approach the reopening process. My
responsibility in holistically caring for
you as the congregation I am privileged
to serve means that I would never want
to do anything that would endanger our
congregation in a reckless way.
Last Thursday, the pastors in the Wilmington District
had a Zoom meeting with Bishop Peggy Johnson to
discuss best practices in beginning the process to reopen
our churches. In her devotion to begin the meeting,
Bishop Johnson drew on part of the story of Noah in
Genesis. She reminded us that after it had rained 40 days
and 40 nights, it was 150 days before the waters abated.
When Noah began his “reopening” plan he did so in stages
as he sent out the raven and the dove. It wasn’t until he
had sent out the dove the third time and it did not return
that Noah knew the waters had abated enough for is family
and the animals to safely exit the ark. And the first thing
Noah did was to build an altar and offer a sacrifice of
thanksgiving for God’s watchful care.

I have been talking with a number of people
in our congregation to form a task force to help
lead in the reopening process. Just today, May
18, Governor Carney released guidelines for
places of worship to follow in their reopening
plans. Many of the points in this document are
things about which we had already been talking
from other resources and information. Perhaps
one of the most difficult points with which we
will have to deal is that we cannot have congregational
singing when we gather in person. As I understand the
essence of the science around the issue, our diaphragm
works in a different way when we are singing than it does
when we are talking, so that droplets are propelled a father
distance. The contact distance needed between people
when singing is more than 20 feet as opposed to the
recommended 6 feet when talking with someone.
There are numerous details and possibilities that will
need to be discussed and considered for inclusion in our
plan. At the moment, the governor’s guidelines allow for
gatherings for only one day a week for worship, and that
will be the focus of our planning and
preparation. One idea that has been lifted
up is the possibility of a ‘drive-in’ style
service in the rear parking lot and a
service in the sanctuary at a separate
time. One thing about which we are
agreed is that into the foreseeable future
we will continue to livestream our
service; this venture into advanced
technology has been well received and greatly appreciated.
We are reaching a wider audience and know that we have
new people, who have never attended a worship service in
our facility, tuning in to our worship service not only on
Sunday, but accessing the archived video throughout the
week.
Even though these past several weeks have brought
challenges and required us to exercise and live deeply into
our faith in ways we may never have thought we have to,
we know that we have been led and cared for by our
awesome loving God. We know that there will continue to
be challenges in the weeks ahead, but we can also look for
the new possibilities that God will show us in how we
grow deeper in our faith and more committed to working
(Continued on page 2)
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Malachi 3:10 says “Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in
this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”
In the current circumstances, there are so many people
who desperately need to see the love of God and receive His blessing. It is
not a time when we can be lax in our stewardship commitments. I would
encourage you to spend extra time in God’s word to look for his guidance
concerning ways that you can reach out to show His love. Call, send cards,
or email to reach out to people, particularly anyone who is alone or has been
more directly impacted by the current situation, including caregivers and first
responders. Donate to food banks or organizations that are helping those in
greatest need. Please continue to support our church family with your online
attendance at meetings and in our weekly live stream sessions. You can mail
your offerings to the church or go to our website for electronic giving
(https://www.ebenezerumcnewark.org/giving.html).
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10
Bill Clark
Stewardship Chair
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The Ebenezer financials through
April in pledges, tithes and envelopes
along with Capital Campaign are
trailing budget by $6800. During this
time of social distancing and
attending services virtually, our
giving is affected as well.
Our expenses are favorable to
budget. Part of the variance is due to
programs and services that have been
canceled, the remainder are expenses
that will be captured in future months
for required facility maintenance and
support of missions.
We thank our congregation for
the support of our church through
this crisis and look forward to
sharing fellowship in our sanctuary
on Sunday mornings again soon
Faithfully submitted,
Joe Mills
Lay Leader, Finance Chair

Pastor’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

to build God’s kingdom in this world. The opening verses of Psalm 66, our
focus Scripture on May 17, begins with these words, “Make a joyful noise to
God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise. Say
to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great power, your
enemies cringe before you. All the earth worships you; they sing praises to
you, sing praises to your name.’ Come and see what God has done: he is
awesome in his deeds among mortals (vs. 1-5).” May we ever walk in the
knowledge and joy that our Triune God is with us every day in every way.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Mary Browne

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community is an annual fundraising walk that benefits local health and human service agencies.
Are you interested in joining Ebenezer’s team, “The Holy Walkamolies”? It is an online only fundraiser and virtual walk for this year's
campaign, going on now through June 30.
Here is a direct link to Ebenezer's team - http://hcf.convio.net/site/

TR/Wilmington/HighmarkWalk?
team_id=13356&pg=team&fr_id=3059

Prayer Point
Pray
for
all
pastors,
everywhere, that God would
guide them and their church
leadership teams, as they
develop ways to reopen
worship in a safe, effective
way, all to the glory of God.
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Greetings from your Health and
Wellness Ministry
Hoping this newsletter finds
you well. Remember even though
you don’t see us every week at
church you can still contact us if you
need to ask a question, need
additional resources, or for any other
reason, during this COVID time.
I had a very interesting
conversation with some leaders at
the hospital this morning. They told
us not to think about “When the
COVID is Over.” It’s not going to
be over; we are in the midst of it,
and it’s not going away any time
soon. With that being said, I in no
way want to frighten anyone or
depress anyone even further. I just
want you to remember to be diligent
in wearing your masks, washing
your hands, and continue to social
distance. This is going to become a
new normal for a while.
I pray none of us contract this
virus. However, in case one of us
does or someone we know does I
will leave you with some info on

Healthy Eating When
Have COVID-19.

You

Adequate nutrition during and
after coronavirus COVID-19 illness
is important for recovery. Shortness
of breath, coughing, and chest
discomfort may make it hard for you
to eat. You also may experience loss
of appetite and changes or loss of
taste, which can make it harder to
get the right nutrition. When you are
sick, it is important to make sure
you are getting enough calories to
help your body heal.
•

Aim for at least six meals and
snacks each day. Extr a meals
and snacks can help you get
enough calories and protein
until you feel better.

Choose
high-protein
foods.
Enjoy milk, eggs,
cheese, meat, fish, poultry,
beans, yogurt, and smoothies.
Choose whole milk instead of
low-fat or skim milk. You may
also try protein powders and
meal replacement shakes or
bars. It may be easier to drink
calories than eat solid foods
when you are short of breath.
Examples include: Ensure,
Boost, Premier Protein, and
Carnation Instant Breakfast or
any other generic brand
supplements.

•

Always have healthy snacks
available and keep visual for
reminders to eat.

•

Consume at least eight cups
of fluid a day. Mor e may be
needed if you have a high
fever. Water or decaffeinated
hot teas are the best choices.
Choose liquids with calories
like broth, milk, juice, ginger
ale, Jell-O, or popsicles may
also be helpful.

•

Limit caffeinated drinks as
they can cause dehydration.

Try easier-to-eat foods when
you feel nauseous or have a
sore throat:
o Cold foods such as ice
cream, smoothies, popsicles
or frozen fruit.
o Warm foods such as
mashed or baked potatoes,
rice, oatmeal, soups or toast.
o Soft
foods
such
as
applesauce, cottage cheese,
cooked vegetables, fruit
cups or yogurt
If you are experiencing severe
vomiting or diarrhea and are unable
to stay hydrated, call your primary
care provider.
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The church received this email
from Melody McNulty, one of the
planners of the May 9 food drive:
I want to thank you, Pastor Browne
and everyone from Ebenezer United
Methodist Church for helping us to
promote the food drive on Saturday at
Paper Mill Park. With your help, we
filled the truck with a total of 9,290 lbs.
of food and $470 in monetary
donations. It is so rewarding to know
that many more families will have food
on their tables thanks to this huge
community effort.
~~~
"THANK YOU" to all for your
prayers, cards and phone calls, and
hospital and rehab visits from Pastor
Mary and Calvin Keeler. Ken is doing
much better in some areas, but he fell
again and needs more PT. Visiting nurse
discharged him, still seeing speech
therapist and blood pressure is a
constant problem —24/7 I am watching
him!! God is Good All the Time!!!!!
Ruth and Ken Johnson

•

Blessings,
Your Health and Wellness
Ministry

RESURRECTION
PARISH
&
EBENEZER UMC
FOOD DRIVE
to benefit
Friendship House,
Emmanuel Dining Room &
Family Promise

June 6 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Food
will
be
collected
at
Resurrection Parish
Watch your
e-mail,
ebenezerumcnewark.org & Ebenezer
UMC Newark (Facebook) for more
details.
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V.V.B.S.—Virtual Vacation Bible School

Graduate Recognition June 7
On June 7, as part of our livestream
worship service, we will recognize our
graduates from high school and higher
education institutions. We want to have a
slide show of photos of our graduates during
the recognition. We are asking each family
with a graduate to e-mail a photo of their
graduate to the church office,
newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net .
It doesn’t have to be a senior portrait; a
casual photograph is fine.

2020 Graduates
Additions and Updates to the list that
appeared in the May Highlighter
*Christine Harlan attended Dawn Car eer
Institute in Newark to receive certification to
become a Medical Assistant, doing EKGs
and in phlebotomy. Certification is pending
the results of her tests. She is in a five-week
externship with a Cardiology office in Bear.
*Emily DiOrio, daughter of J im and
Kendra, is graduating from St. Mark's High
School and will attend the University of
Delaware.
*Ashley Feldman, daughter of Andr ew
and Kim, will be graduating from Newark
Charter High School. She will be attending
York College of Pennsylvania in the fall.
Ashley's major is Respiratory Therapy.
*Cameron Mills, son of J oe and Car olyn
Mills, is graduating from Tatnall School. He
will be attending University of Delaware
*Brooke Stempel, fr iend of the Mills
family, is graduating from Tatnall School.
She will be attending University of Delaware
Update: *Aaron White decided to attend
UD where he plans to study mechanical
engineering.
Correction:
Mar yann
Menghi’s
granddaughter is Mikeda Morgan.

VBS Leaders from Resurrection Parish and Ebenezer have
discussed and regrettably agreed that because of the current status of
cautionary behavior requirements and reopening restrictions, we will
not be able to have Vacation Bible School onsite this year. We are
canceling “Knights of North Castle” scheduled for June 22-26. We
are disappointed that we will not be able to gather in person and
experience the excitement, fun, and energy that are always a part of
Vacation Bible School.
We still would like the children of our communities to have the
opportunity to experience Vacation Bible School type activities. We
are starting to work on how we can provide Bible story, craft, music,
and science activities that can be accessed by families in their home
in a flexible format. The process we envision is to have families
register their children to participate in our virtual VBS experience.
Each child who registers will receive a packet of information that will
provide Bible story supplemental activities, supplies for a craft,
supplies for a science project and other information. You will also
receive instruction on how to access recorded materials that will
share the Bible story, work through the craft and science projects, and
experience some music. The recorded material will be available
beginning July 20. You can access the material at a time that is
convenient for you.
If you would like to register your child(ren) ages 4 through
completed 5th grade for the virtual VBS experience, please contact
the church office, 302.731.9495
or newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net by June 12 so we can prepare
the packets and recorded material in time.
You may not have children in your own family who c.ould
participate in our virtual VBS, but if you have grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, or neighbors whose children could participate, please share
the information with them.

Need a ride?
If you need transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug store, etc., call one
of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members
and mates) who have volunteered to drive:
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky 302-239-4911,
Paul Kelley 302-737-2669, Paul Shunta 302-239-7765, or Reed
and Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.
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A Route — June
1 Ben & Sandy Berk
8 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
15 Paul & Beverly Shunta
22 Garnet Dennis & Donna Sperow
29
B Route — June
1 Paul Kelley
8 Paul Kelley
15 Paul Kelley
22 Kathy Gibney
29 Paul Kelley
Substitutes
Sandy Berk
410-392-4147
Stephanie Carpenter
302-731-4308
Ron Case
302-737-8567
Gail Lloyd
302-368-4965
Mary Anne Menghi
302-234-1544
Newark Senior Center
302-737-5747
Paul & Beverly Shunta
302-239-7765
(coordinator)
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June Birthdays
01 James McFarland
03 Rick Browne
04 Dean Spears
Andrew Peffley
05 Kerry Dietz
06 Stephanie Clark
Kate Mills
07 Sharon Keeler
08 Jackie Day
Georgia Jones
Abbigael Peffley
09 Megan Cascio
10 Annette & Bill Burgess
Megan Burns
Reed Williams
13 Jack Bowdoin
14 Steve Dennis
Todd Trexler
15 Wesley Gates
Trish Templeton LaBonte
16 Veronica Hanus
19 Mark Miller, Sr.
20 James Coney
Charlene DeMetrio
Jim Stout

risk. Could a miracle really have
happened? Could life really had won
We will come out of hiding and burst out over death? Could this time of
terror and fear really be coming to an
out of our prisons!
end?
The very first Easter was not in a
Alone in their homes they dared
crowded worship space with singing to believe that hope was possible, that
and praising. On the very first Easter the long night was over and morning
the disciples were locked in their had broken, that God’s love was the
house. It was dangerous for them to most powerful of all, even though it
come out. They were afraid. They didn’t
seem quite
real
yet.
wanted to believe the good news they Eventually, they were able to leave
heard from the women, that Jesus had their homes. When the fear and
risen. But it seemed too good to be danger had subsided, they went
true. They were living in a time of around celebrating and spreading the
such despair and such fear. If they good news that Jesus was risen and
left their homes their lives and the love was the most powerful force on
lives of their loved ones might be at the earth.

COVID-19 Hope
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21
23

Tommie Sue Simmons
Kevin Brelsford
Rhonda Vible
25 Zachary Trexler
Heidi Williams
26 Ralph Crossan
27 Jeannette Richart
Sam Siple
28 Doris Baker
Joshua Lawton
Diane Woodman
29 Pamela Reed
30 Violet Gorton
Carol White
July Birthdays
01 Nicholas Merritt
02 Emily DiOrio
Jean Harlan
Joy Latzko
Rick Vance
03 Phil Gardner
Liam Wood
04 Audrey Damewood
07 Dan Roberts
Christopher Salam

This year, we might get to
experience a taste of what that first
Easter was like, still in our homes
daring to believe that hope is on the
horizon. Then, after a while, when it
is safe for all people, when it is the
most loving choice, we will come out,
gathering together, shouting the good
news that God brings life even out of
death, that love always has the final
say!
This year we might get the
closest taste we have had yet to what
that first Easter was like.
[Author unknown]
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