Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Greetings, Brothers & Sisters,
When I heard the news about the mass shooting in
Buffalo, NY that killed 10 people and wounded 3 others,
my first prayer was, “Lord, have mercy; not again.”
Throughout the day I continued to lift prayers – for the
victims, their families, the community, the first
responders and medical teams confronting the horrific
scene, the perpetrator. As the hours and days passed, and
more information surrounding the incident became
known, my heartache and pain went even deeper and my
prayers became a lament, echoing the words of the
Psalmist in Psalm 13: “How long, O Lord?” The alleged
perpetrator in police custody is an 18-year-old man. The
attack had been broadcast live through social media;
although thankfully, quickly that had been removed from
social media platforms. News outlets have shared
information that the young man identifies as a white
supremist, had carefully planned the attack at the Tops
Grocery in Buffalo, and may have been planning to
commit other similar attacks.
I pray for this young man every day. I pray as God’s
never-ending, unfailing prevenient grace is continually
poured into his life through the unconditional love of
God, that he might choose to recognize and receive that
love, accept God’s grace and find true peace through
Jesus. I do not believe that he was born with the level of
hate that fueled his thoughts to plan and carry out this
horrific attack. I cannot say how it came to be, but his
actions at the Tops Grocery in Buffalo, NY on May 14,
2022, was a deliberate act of racially motivated hatred
turned violent. It was a visible sign of the evil force of
systemic racism that permeates our culture seeks to
divide all people into “us” and “them.”
The term and concept of systemic racism has become
such an emotionally and politically charged topic that it
can be difficult to have even a conversation about it. And
without conversation, it is difficult to address the evil and
dismantle racism where and when it is encountered. Our
Bishop, Bishop La Trelle Easterling shared these words
in a pastoral letter she issued following the Buffalo
incident last Saturday: “Until we stand united against
hatred of any kind we are all enslaved, we are all
imprisoned, we are all bound, we are all at risk. No one
is free until we are all free. This is our common and
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corporate work. This is our
universal and uniting call. We
cannot pretend this is someone
else’s responsibility -- it is OUR
responsibility.”
The work can be successful when
done in the power of the Holy Spirit and brings a renewed
spirit, a transformed spirit through God’s sanctifying
grace. As Christ-followers, we need to acknowledge that
the battle is the Lord’s, and be prepared for the
onslaughts that come against us by exercising the gifts
that come as we follow where Jesus leads us – truth, faith,
righteousness, the gospel of peace, salvation, and the
word of God (from Ephesians 6:13-17).
In various places in his epistles, we find Paul exhorting
those who are hearing his letter being read to be
transformed and renewed through the power of the Holy
Spirit – Ephesians 4:23; Colossians 3:20; Romans 12:2,
Philippians 4:8; Philippians 2:5; 2 Corinthians 10:5. I
believe these verses show us that there is a way in which
God wants God’s people to think. How do we know
what is the way in which God wants God’s people to
think? In Jesus’ words – “Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called the children of God;” “In
everything do to others as you would have them do to
you;” “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind…Love your
neighbor as yourself;” “A new commandment I give you.
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.”
In the wake of the growing number of racial, ethnic, and
tribal injustices being experienced around the world, The
General Commission on Race and Religion of The United
Methodist Church has created a Racial Justice Prayer &
Action Challenge to last 6 weeks, beginning on
Juneteenth (Sunday, June 19). I plan to share the prayers
and suggested action steps that will be included in the
challenge, and use the suggested litanies in our worship
services, as appropriate. May this nourishment coming
from the vine, flowing into the branches, bear fruit in our
lives so that our lament, “How long, O Lord?” will
become a song of praise, “I will sing to the Lord, for he
has dealt bountifully with me. (Psalm 13:6).”
(Continued on page 2)
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Dear Ebenezer members and friends,

I am aware that some of you recently have received 1
or more suspicious e-mails supposedly coming from
me; always very nebulously worded to imply I need a
favor or help from you. I, too, get those types of emails, sometime from an Ebenezer member, a clergy
colleague, and even our former Bishop Peggy
Johnson. If you receive such an e-mail, NEVER reply
to it. If you look at the heading, you will see that it not
my true e-mail address, eumc_pastor@verizon.net. If
you are all questioning the validity of the message,
please contact me through the church office, 302-7319495, or my mobile phone, 302-229-9746.

As chairperson of the finance committee, I feel it is my
responsibility to share with you our current and future
financial needs. For the past few years we have been
operating at an annual shortfall of between $15,000 and
$17,000. We are fortunate to have a rainy day fund that
we have been drawing from to balance Ebenezer’s budget
for the last few years but that is being eaten up.

I will never ask you to “help me out” or “do me this
favor” by having you purchase gift cards and then send
me the card number and PIN. If there is ever a need in
the life of one of our members for which I would ask
financial support from our members, I would ask you
through a pastoral letter to make a donation to the
church for the specific situation and use the
disbursement processes in place in the church to
resolve the situation.

I ask that each of you look carefully at your commitment
in support of our church’s budget and pray about it. If
each giving unit could increase your gift $15 per month
and continue to do it annually, we can ease or erase any
shortfall.

May Christ’s peace be with you always,
Pastor Mary Browne

We are trying to cut expenses from all committees. We
have lost some members recently also. Ebenezer prides
itself on being a mission church and we want to continue
that.

I realize we are all facing higher prices
in food, gas, etc. I do hope that you
will consider allocating the gifts God
has given you and continue to support
our church on the hill so it can continue
to do the work God has given us to do.
Respectfully submitted,
Ann Varey

Need a ride?
A Route — May
2 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
9 Paul & Beverly Shunta
16 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
23 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan
30 Holiday—no delivery
B Route — March
2 Paul Kelley
9 Paul Kelley
16 Paul Kelley
23 Kathy and Doug Gibney
30 Holiday—no delivery
Substitutes
Stephanie Carpenter
Mary Anne Menghi
Jack & Kathy Williams
Newark Senior Center
Paul & Beverly Shunta

302-731-4308
302-234-1544
302-834-6768
302-737-5747
302-239-7765 (Coordinators)

If you need
transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug store, etc., please
contact the church office at 302-731-9495 Ext 10.
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I Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV)
“In every thing, give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.”
I would like to thank the 12 members of the EUMC
Missions Team, the champion- leader of every mission for
their tremendous time, dedication and support of
25+EUMC mission projects/programs at this past year! It
truly takes a team effort-all with the same goal of sharing
God’s love and witness in Pike Creek/Newark area, in
Delaware and throughout the world! We are so blessed to
have people with fantastic gifts, and talents -all focused
on actively demonstrating the love of Jesus! Our thanks
too, for Pastor Mary Browne’s passion and time for
missions!
Several mission projects keep going all summer!! So
whenever you would like to see Missions in Action
somewhere, call the church office and they will tell you
where you can just show up and see what happens! Do
you have a new project idea or hear about a family, child
or youth or project in need in the Pike Creek area? Well,
you could help be a “Mission Explorer” and research it
and report back to the Mission Team! Everyone can do
something in mission! Our goal is “Every EUMC member
in mission” and we will keep working to fulfill that goal!
Don’t know what you could do either sitting at home, or
working on a project at church or in the community? Pray
about it!! Then talk to Pastor Browne or Linda Heller(302)388-9459 or email at hlade@comcast.
Yours in Christ,
Linda Heller, Chair
EUMC Missions Team
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Mission Team! Mission Aware!!!!
Thank you Ebenezer for supporting the “Baby Bottle”
fundraiser for the Christian organization, the Door of
Hope! Ebenezer has supported this wonderful ministry for
many and we thank Tommie Sue Simmons, Missions
Champion for bringing this mission to Ebenezer and
for her help with this ministry for many years! We are
now seeking a new Champion and this is a great ministry
to help support mothers and babies in the Wilmington and
Middletown areas for 3 weeks in May.
If the Lord is leading you to reach out and help mothers
and children, this is a great opportunity!
Contact Linda Heller, Missions Team Chair at
hlade@comcast.net

Hot Meals Return to
Hope Dining Room
Come join us on Wednesday June 22nd as our Hope Dining Room team learns how to prepare and serve the famous Ebenezer Noodle Casserole. If you have just an hour
to spare, then serving the meal might be the right choice
for you. If you have 2 hours available then we have time
slots available for cooking, plating, set up and clean up.
We really need a few more people to be able to prepare
and serve these hot meals so please prayerfully consider
joining us as a regular or as an "on call". Most of us are
newcomers to this mission so if you’ve done this before
we could use your expertise and if you haven’t, come
learn with us as we serve our Newark neighbors.
Hope Dining Room is a mission that serves the homeless
and low income families in the Newark/Brookside area at
the Kingswood United Methodist Church located at 300
Marrows Road. Ebenezer is one of many churches that
take one day each month to prepare and serve lunch to
those in the community. Our scheduled day is the 4th
Wednesday of each month from 9:00am– 2:00pm. Come
join us anytime to see what we do as we give hope
through feeding the hungry!
Contact Kathy Gibney, our Acting Mission Champion,
for more information.
Email: dkja@comcast.net Cell: 302-299-7980
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Greetings in the Name of Christ,
As another liturgical season ends with
Pentecost, we begin a fun and
meaningful summer of worship music.
Our music will encompass members of our
congregation, guest instrumentalists and soloists. This
could also include you! As I build a portfolio of
musicians for summer worship, you may be just the
person needed to be part of this team of musicians.
Please contact me if there is a desire and calling to bring
your talents to worship. Right now, dates are very
flexible and the type of music is as far reaching as is
imaginable.
So far, guests of Ebenezer include Genna Hann on July
10th and Andrew Pruden on July 17th. Please let me
know of other musicians that we may add to our roster of
musicians. Our summer session of music will extend
through September 4th, 2022.
May you have a blessed and prosperous summer.
Blessings,

Robert Rudolph
Director of Music

Eight is Great
During May we had the
opportunity to serve a large
family. Along with Mom and
Dad there were six children,
ranging in age from 19 to two.
Because they did not have
their own transportation, we were pleased to shop and
help provide items. On one trip we selected a cake for
dessert. While removing food from the bags each
parent literally jumped for joy. It was their daughter’s
birthday and they had no access for a cake. They
immediately began praising God and declared His allknowing Love.
Indeed God is Good!
Special thanks go to Brooksie Pruden who provided an
extra large bag of supplies and personal items.
Our next opportunity to serve will be the first week in
August.
Deb August and Kathy Zinn

Is your child registered yet for the
VBS Food Truck Party?
Don’t miss the fun!
July 11 – 15

9 a.m. – 12 noon
Children ages 4 – 11 (or completed 5th grade)
Youth helpers (completed grade 6 or higher)
Make sure to reserve your child’s spot today for the
most deliciously fun VBS ever! Registration forms
for our VBS Food Truck Party are available in the
church office and at ebenezerumcnewark.org.
Youth volunteers who have completed 6th grade
must complete a volunteer form (signed by parents
or guardians) no later than July 1. VBS is a great
way to earn volunteer service hours! Forms are also
available in the office and on the church website.
See Megan and Mike Jones if you need more
information.
Adults willing to assist with classes; serve as hall
monitors or greeters; or help with set up, clean up or
the Friday closing luncheon please email Martha
Helojoki at mlodge221@yahoo.com. If you’d like to
help support VBS, but aren’t available during the
actual week of VBS, be on the look-out for our wishlist “menu” of craft supplies, decorations and snacks
you can donate to make VBS a success.
“Give us this day our daily bread” from Matthew 6:11

Thank you everyone for your
prayers and support during
Michele’s illness and passing.
We couldn’t have made it
without all of you. She loved
hearing about people praying
for her or sending her hugs
through me.
Sandy Berk
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Ebenezer’s
2022 Graduates
1
3
4
5
6
7
8

10
11
13
14
15
16
19
20
21
23
25

Sarah Keever
James McFarland
Rick Browne
Andrew Peffley
Dean Spears
Kerry Dietz
Stephanie Clark
Kate Mills
Sharon Keeler
Jackie Day
Georgia Jones
Candy Muldowney
Abby Peffley
James Tobin
Annette & Bill Burgess
Megan Burns
Reed Williams
Nichole Willey
Jack Bowdoin
Steve Dennis
Todd Trexler
Westley Gages
Trish LaBonte
Veronica Hanus
Mark Miller
Adam Keever
Jim Stout
Tommie Sue Simmosn
Rhonda Vible
Zack Trexler
Heidi Williams

27 Jeannette Richart
Sam Siple
Margaret Tobin
28 Doris Baker
Joshua Lawton
Noel Rosario
Lily Schultz
Takuma Stewart
Diane Woodman
29 Pamela Reed
30 Violet Gorton
Carole White
July
1
2
3
4
6
7

Nicholas Merritt
Emily DiOrio
Jean Harlan
Joy Latzko
Philip Gardner
Liam Wood
Audrey Damewood
Michael Hodgins
Macyn Fogg
Dan Roberts
Christopher Salam

Logan Olivia Wolfe, daughter of Tim and Kim Wolfe of
Oxford, PA, graduated from Messiah University on May 7,
2022, with a B.S. Biology and a Secondary Teaching
Certification. Logan will be teaching Biology at Kennard
Dale High School in Fawn Grove, PA. Logan is the
granddaughter of Ed and Becky Wolfe and the late Ralph and
Freida Crossan of Newark, DE.
Natalie Alexis "Alex" Hudson, daughter of Tim and Holly
Hudson,
is graduating from Newark Charter High School and will be
pursuing a degree in nursing from the University of
Delaware.
Andrew Scott Pruden, son for Scott and Kelly Pruden and
grandson of Don and Brooksie Pruden, will be graduating
from Henderson High School and will be attending the
University of Pittsburgh when he will be studying political
science and minoring in music.
Andrew Amato, grandson of Shirley Amato, graduates from
the University of South Carolina with a degree in Exercise
Science.
Hannah Amato, Granddaughter of Shirley Amato, will be
graduating from Cab Calloway School of the Art and will be
attending the University of Delaware.
Ryan Vanderpool, Godson of Lori Brown, is graduating for
high school in Mooresville. North Carolina and will be
attending North Carolina State University to study
engineering.
Kamryn and Kaylin Livingston, twin granddaughters of
Bill and Barbara Just, are graduating from Hardin Valley
Academy in Knoxville, Tennessee.

13 Adam & Sarah Keever (14 Years)
23 Scott & Jodi Grabusky (15 Years)
24 Mark & Connie Miller (50 Years)
25 Mike & Terri Peffley (28 Years)
28 Annett & Bill Burgess (42 Years)
July
7
8
12
26
31

Harrison & Kritin Caldwell (16 Years)
Bill & Barbara Just (64 Years)
Debra Ablao-Ebalacas (8 Years)
Aaron & Christie Koontz (14 Years)
Allen & Virginia Sylvester (12 Years)

Tyler Wiant, son of Tim and Jen Wiant, grandson of Joan
Wiant, is graduating from Hodgson Vo Tech High School
after completing Computer Network Administration. He will
be attending Del Tech for Computer Science.
Matthew Wiant, son of Tim and Jen Wiant, grandson of
Joan Wiant, is graduating from Wilmington University with a
degree in Behavior Science and will be going to Disney in
their college intern program.

THE HIGHLIGHTER

June 2022

Page 6

Summer classes each Wednesday,
beginning June 15 - August 24
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
DONATION $5 PER PERSON
Ebenezer UMC Gymnasium
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE

To learn more, email: yrhhome@gmail.com
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Sun

Mon

Tue

June 2022
Wed

1

10:00am AA
10:00am Chancel
Choir
5:30pm Exercise
Class
6:30pm Ladies NA

Thu

2

11:45am
Health & Wellness
6:00pm BSA50

Fri
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3

10:00am AA
7:00pm Piano Recital

7:00pm NA

Sat

4

10:00am
BSA50 Bike
Rodeo
11:00am
Youth Volleyball
6:30pm NA

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class
7:00pm BSA50

5

6

7

8

9

9:00am Sunday
School

11:30am7
Social Seniors

12:00pm AA

5:30pm Project
Linus

7:00pm NA

10:00am Worship

7:00pm NA

11:00am Social
Hour

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

Pentecost Sun-

day

10:00am AA

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am AA

6:00pm BSA50

10

11

17

18

24

25

10:00am AA

6:30pm NA

6:30pm Ladies NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

3:00pm Odd Fellows Memorial Service

12 Trinity Sunday 13
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Social
Hour

10:00am AA
7:00pm NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

14

9:30am Bible
Study
10:00am Yoga Class
12:00pm AA

3:00pm Youth
Group

15

16

11:00am Parkinson's Class

7:00pm NA

10:00am AA

6:00pm BSA50

10:00am AA

6:30pm NA

6:30pm Ladies NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class
7:00pm Finance
Committee

19 2nd Sunday

20

9:00am Sunday
School

7:00pm NA

after Pentecost
Fathers Day

10:00am Worship

10:00am AA

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

11:00am Social
Hour
3:00pm Youth
Group

26 3rd Sunday

27

9:00am Sunday
School

7:00pm NA

after Pentecost

10:00am Worship
11:00am Social
Hour
3:00pm Youth
Group

10:00am AA

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

21

9:30am Bible
Study
10:00am Yoga Class
12:00pm AA

22

10:00am Hope
Dining Room
10:00am AA

23

6:00pm BSA50
7:00pm NA

11:00am Parkinson’s Class

7:00pm Stephen Ministry

6:30pm Ladies NA

28

29

30

12:00pm AA

11:00am Parkinson's Class

7:00pm NA

9:30am Bible
Study

7:00 Missions Team

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

10:00am AA

6:30pm Ladies NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

6:00pm BSA50

10:00am AA

6:30pm NA
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