Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Christ’s peace to you, Sisters and Brothers,
Thank you so much for the joy and delight you
brought to Rick’s and my Christmas season this year
through your cards, gifts, and kind words. Along
with all the staff servants at Ebenezer, I am deeply
grateful for your generosity in giving to the staff
Christmas gift fund in 2021. Daily I remember you
in my prayers for your faith, commitment, and
service to our Lord through the ministries and
missions of Ebenezer.
*****
Recently, I have heard the word “legacy” used a lot
in various news and commentary reports speaking
about the lives of notable persons in the field of
entertainment and sports who died in the past three
weeks – John Madden (12/28), Betty White (12/31),
Sidney Poitier (01/06), and Bob Saget (01/09). Each
of these persons were lauded for the ways they had
used their gifts and talents in their chosen profession
and received recognition for their achievements. And
as we remember the life of and celebrate the work of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on MLK Day
(01/17), we are encouraged to carry forward his
legacy by continuing to do the work of seeking
justice for all peoples countering the effects of longheld views and practices of racism.
Coincidentally, I have been reading a book and
participating in an online study group, Your One Life
by Lance Witt, a former associate pastor at
Saddleback Church. In this approachable book, he
begins from a Christ-centered foundation and offers
a road map for living a life that stewards the
abundant life about which Jesus spoke in John
10:10. The foundational scripture for the book is 2
Peter 1:3a – “By his divine power, God has given us
everything we need for living a godly life.” In
perusing the book, the title of one chapter caught my
attention because of the way it is presented, “What
Who Will Be Your Legacy.”
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Although this chapter is at the
end of the book, I read it first
and have been reflecting on
Witt’s observations. He
begins the chapter by posing a
question – “Outside of Jesus, what has most
positively shaped and influenced your life? (p.
244). He suggests that it probably wasn’t a thing or
an event or an experience, but it was a ‘who’ – a
person. A person who spent time with you, who
demonstrated that you mattered to them, and while
maybe not an official mentor to you, helped to shape
your life.
It started me thinking that many times we use the
word ‘legacy’ in terms of what someone did, and
only after that person passed away. I wonder if there
is not also a tendency for us to equate a ‘legacy’ with
having to be something of importance that the
general society will take note of. Would our view of
ourselves change or would it have an impact on our
lives if we began recognizing that every one of us
has a legacy, a way that we have left our mark on the
world? And what if we began thinking in terms of
our legacy not being something that other people
pronounced about us after we have died, but
something that we can think about now, can plan for,
can make decisions about? If we are going to be
deliberate about and active in crafting the legacy that
remains when we are gone, what could be better than
a living legacy – a person or persons who we’ve
helped to grow in their understanding of who God
has created them to be?
Psalm 78:4-6 says, “We will not hide these truths
from our children; we will tell the next generation
about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his
power and his mighty wonders. For he issued his
laws to Jacob; he gave his instructions to Israel. He
commanded our ancestors to teach them to their
children, so the next generation might know them—
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
event the children not yet born—and they in turn will
teach their own children. (NLT)” Every one of us
can craft a legacy, no matter how few years we may
feel we have remaining. What are the ‘glorious
deeds of the Lord?’ How about the ways you have
known God’s presence and peace with you in your
life? How about the verses in the Bible that have
meant the most to you? How about the gifts of time,
presence, and listening you give to someone who
needs to know that they matter? So many
possibilities because I believe God can use our
smallest act done in love to bring hope and
relationship to someone.
May the peace of Christ abide with you every day
and may you walk always in the joy of the Lord.
****
I would like to remind you that Christiana Care and
St. Francis Hospital no longer have a policy wherein
they call the church to let us know that a member of
the church is in the hospital. I only become aware
that a church member is in the hospital when a
family member or friend calls and lets me or the
church office know. There have been a couple of
instances in the past when I was not aware that a
church member was in the hospital until they had
been there for two or three days or had already
returned home. I would rather hear from several
people that one of our church members is in the
hospital than not be aware.
In His Service,
Pastor Mary Browne

Betty Ainsworth would like to thank
everyone for their prayers and cards.
“They are really working.”

A Route — February
7 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
14 Paul & Beverly Shunta
21 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
28 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan
B Route — February
7 Paul Kelley
14 Paul Kelley
21 Paul Kelley
28 Kathy and Doug Gibney
Substitutes
Stephanie Carpenter
Mary Anne Menghi
Jack & Kathy Williams
Newark Senior Center
Paul & Beverly Shunta
(coordinator)

302-731-4308
302-234-1544
302-834-6768
302-737-5747
302-239-7765

Traditional Angel Tree Giving
After a virtual experience during Christmas 2020, this
season we were able to return to our traditional giving.
Our tree was adorned with 48 “angels” each with a
child’s name. All the tags were selected and shopping
began. Indeed it was a joy to see the beautifully
wrapped gifts collect in the narthex. Deliveries were
made to 9 families for 24 children with 2 gifts for each
child. It was heartwarming to meet the caregivers. All
families live in nearby neighborhoods.
Thank you everyone for your
generosity. Thank you Carol
for keeping watch over the
gifts. And special thanks for
Susan Durbin and Kathy
Gibney who sorted gifts and
prepared them for delivery.
Deb August
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Mission Explore! – Who is our
neighbor?
Welcome to the Mission Team’s new column for the
Highlighter called “Mission Explore!” Each issue, we will
focus on a new local, national or international mission of
interest. This issue, we are focusing on Neighborhood
House, as Neighborhood House is a local mission
neighbor right in Wilmington!! We hope you enjoy
learning about the Missions EUMC supports and some
new missions too!!
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE IS OUR NEIGHBOR!
Neighborhood House, Inc. is a multi-purpose nonprofit community center located in South Wilmington and
Middletown. Founded in 1927, on a foundation
of Christian principles, Neighborhood House provides
transformational programs that positively impacts low
to moderate-income individuals, families, and
communities in Wilmington and Middletown. It was
founded by the National Institute of Methodist Women
and continually served the Wilmington area since then.
The main office is at 1218 B Street, Wilmington, DE
19801.
What does Neighborhood House (NH) do? Executive
Director says.” Our mission is to provide programs that
educate, enlighten and empower people to improve their
lives. Some of the comprehensive services include a Five
Star Early Learning Center, Family Services, Crisis
Alleviation, year-round Youth Development Programs,
Comprehensive Housing Counseling that includes credit
building and first-time home buyer’s support and
foreclosure counseling. Our newest service to the
community is The Neighborhood Empowerment Center
where we facilitate workforce development programs,
credit building workshops and teach a variety of computer
skills. Some of the specific services they offer are: Food
Closet, Utilities, Rent, Clothing, Emergency Housing,
Baby Boomers Diapers, Personal Hygiene Supplies,
Furniture, Employment Prep, Gift Cards, Book Bags,
Summer Camp, Eye Glasses, Bus Tickets, Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets, Adopt-AFamily, Prescription drug assistance and more!!! In 2021
they served 804 families.
If you want to learn more, go to https://
www.neighborhoodhse.org/wilmington. Thank you
Ebenezer for giving NH $1000/yr for summer
camperships and doing occasional collections for
families. We plan to schedule a chance for you to visit
this amazing ministry sometime in 2022!!
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Join the EUMC Missions “To Go
Bag” Project!!
Friendship House Empowerment Centers in Newark,
Wilmington and across the state are in great need of “Go
Bags!” Go Bags are a ready to eat meal for the homeless
and hungry that individuals and families can carry with
them.
Please see the picture and list below of what you
need collected in a clear 1 gallon Zip lock bag. We will
have a “Go Bag Party” in March to assemble and pack
bags, so bring your items to church, whether they are
already packed or need packing now!
If you have any questions, please contact
hlade@comcast.net or call (302-388-9459)
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Greetings from Your Health
and Wellness Ministry

cial. Some pretend to be from a business you know,
like a utility company, a tech company, or even a
charity asking for donations.
They use technology to change the phone number that
appears on your caller ID. So, the name and number
you see might not be real.

At this time, we do not have any lectures planned. We are
waiting patiently for the COVID numbers to drop so we
can provide a safe environment for lectures.
So, for now I’ll give you some COVID-19 info from
Christiana Care’s Patient Portal.
Top COVID-19 Questions
Q: I need a COVID-19 test – what do I do?
A: The demand for tests, at this time, is extremely high.
To find out where you can get a COVID test:
Visit the State of Delaware website, the State of Maryland website, the State of Pennsylvania website, or
the State of New Jersey website.
Check for availability of an at-home COVID test kit
at a local retail pharmacy.
Please DO NOT go to the emergency room or call
Christiana Care for a COVID test.
Q: I tested positive, or I’m concerned that I have COVID19 – what should I do?
A: If you’re sick, ASSUME it’s COVID-19 – stay home
except to get a test.
Do not go to the emergency room unless you are experiencing a severe medical emergency. Most people
with COVID-19 have mild illness and can recover at
home without medical care.
Get rest and stay hydrated.
Take over-the-counter medicines, such as acetaminophen, to help you feel better.
Call your doctor if your symptoms are severe or worsening.
Be sure to get care or call 911 if you have trouble
breathing, or have any other emergency warning
signs, or if you think it’s an emergency.

2. Scammers say there’s a PROBLEM or a PRIZE. They
might say you’re in trouble with the government. Or
you owe money. Or someone in your family had an
emergency. Or that there’s a virus on your computer.
Some scammers say there’s a problem with one of
your accounts and that you need to verify some information. Others will lie and say you won money in a
lottery or sweepstakes but have to pay a fee to get it.
3. Scammers PRESSURE you to act immediately.
Scammers want you to act before you have time to
think. If you’re on the phone, they might tell you not to
hang up so you can’t check out their story. They might
threaten to arrest you, sue you, take away your driver’s
or business license, or deport you. They might say
your computer is about to be corrupted.
4. Scammers tell you to PAY in a specific way. They often insist that you pay by sending money through a
money transfer company or by putting money on a gift
card and then giving them the number on the back.
Some will send you a check (that will later turn out to
be fake), tell you to deposit it, and then send them
money.
What You Can Do to Avoid a Scam
•
•

—⧫—
Now some information regarding cyber security and
scams from the Federal Trade Commission.

•

How To Avoid a Scam
Recognizing these common signs of a scam could help
you avoid falling for one.
Four Signs That It’s a Scam
1. Scammers PRETEND to be from an organization you
know. Scammers often pretend to be contacting you
on behalf of the government. They might use a real
name, like the Social Security Administration, the
IRS, or Medicare, or make up a name that sounds offi-
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•

•

Block unwanted calls and text messages. Take steps
to block unwanted calls and to filter unwanted text
messages.
Don’t give your personal or financial information
in response to a request that you didn’t expect. Legitimate organizations won’t call, email, or
text to ask for your personal information, like your
Social Security, bank account, or credit card numbers.
If you get an email or text message from a company
you do business with and you think it’s real, it’s still
best not to click on any links. Instead, contact them
using a website you know is trustworthy. Or look up
their phone number. Don’t call a number they gave
you or the number from your caller ID.
Resist the pressure to act immediately. Legitimate
businesses will give you time to decide. Anyone who
pressures you to pay or give them your personal information immediately is a scammer.
Know how scammers tell you to pay. Never pay
(Continued on page 5)
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2022 Stewardship Campaign
To date we have had 94 pledges for 2022, totaling
$261,564.
In 2021, we had a pledge total of $254,243. Our 2022
pledge total increased by 2.88%.

For 2022, we have 13 pledges from families who did not
pledge in 2021 and 23 families have increased their
pledge for 2022. For 2022, 52 pledges remained at the
same level. We have 6 pledges that have decreased for
2022 vs. 2021.
There are 11 families that pledged in 2021 that have not
submitted a pledge for 2022, so if you still have not
pledged and would like to do so, please see Carol to get a
pledge card and you can leave your completed card in the
Stewardship mailbox across from the office. The online
pledge form is also still available at https://
form.jotform.com/202824799904164

On behalf of the entire membership, staff, and friends of
Ebenezer, I thank you for your faithful support of the
missions and ministries of our church. Your pledges will
allow us to plan for our continued and expanding work in
Christ’s name.

Bill Clark
Stewardship Chair

(Continued from page 4)

•

•
•

someone who insists you pay with a gift card or by
using a money transfer service. And never deposit a
check and send money back to someone.
Stop and talk to someone you trust. Before you do
anything else, tell someone — a friend, a family
member, a neighbor — what happened. Talking about
it could help you realize it’s a scam.
Report Scams to the FTC
If you were scammed or think you saw a scam, report
it to the Federal Trade Commission.

Blessing,

Your Health and Wellness Ministry

Gifts for Christ Child
THANK YOU!... to our Ebenezer family and friends who
so generously donated to our annual “Gifts for the Christ
Child” effort. This Advent season we were able to collect
400 items of baby food which were delivered to the St.
Stephen’s Food Pantry in Wilmington where they will be
distributed to families in need. May the Lord’s blessings
be upon you this New Year, and upon the little ones for
whom He holds a special place in His heart.
Peace,
Paul Manchester

Thank You
We want to offer our most sincere gratitude for your
generosity through the staff Christmas gifts this year.
We are humbled by your thoughtfulness and the love
and support you offer to us not only at Christmas,
but throughout the year. We pray that you will be
blessed by the loving hand of God as we journey
together in 2022.

Pastor Mary Browne| Calvin Keeler
Kevin & Carol Coney | Robert Rudolph
Bill Clark | Lou Simmons
Michael & Megan Jones| Al Sowden
Adele Madden| Jackie Scott
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1
2

3
4
5
6

7
9
10
11
12
13

15
17

Sarah Harlan
Donald LeRoux
Robert Root
George Fritz
Kathy Gibney
Barbara Lucht
Connie Miller
Clara Brelsford
Kenneth Johnson
David Rodeheaver
Jen Stout
Peggy Frymoyer
Margie Pankok
Robert Combs
Pat Grimes
Ronald Van Dan
Joseph Wood
Jeffrey Donovan
James Lumb
Willard Jackson
Lucas Lee
Olivia Ormsby
Holly Hudson
Susan La Medica
Ashley Feldmann
Pastor Mary Browne
Audrey Foster
John Minker
Jennifer Wilhelm-Ward
Savannah Applegate
Joan Wiant
Zack Fritz
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Cheryl Trexler
18 Harrison Caldwell
Carol Coney
Gabriel Rosario
19 Shirley Austin
Megan Jones
Dorothy Towery
20 Zach Dennis
Hannah Feldmann
21 Cynthia Deckman
22 Benny Choi
Catherine Dobies
Linda Tressler
23 Cameron Keys
24 Daniel Castle
25 Jordan Dennis
Janice Smith
27 Doris Bogia-Komnik
Christy Smith
22 Lois Hall
Michal Whiteman
Amanda Maynard
March
1
2
3
4
5

Aiden Barnett
Sarah Wood
Daniel Klopfenstein
Emilie Murray
Hallie Rosario
Dan Shelton
Ed Wolfe

The Highlighter
is a monthly publication of
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.
Newark, Delaware 19711
Pastor: Rev. Mary H. Browne
Voice: (302) 731-9495
FAX: (302) 731-9555
E-mail: newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net
Editor: Diana Bienkowski
Newsletter deadline:
The 15th of each month
Web site: EbenezerUMCNewark.org
Email: DianaUMCNewsletter@gmail.com
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Super Bowl LVI will be played on Sunday,
February 13. You can be a Super Bowl superstar by
donating cans of soup for the Souper Bowl of
Caring. From its humble beginning of raising $5,700
in 1990, the number of food items donated, the
number of groups participating, and the total amount
raised in cash donations and food item values has
grown each year. You may bring in your donation of
cans of soup any time through February 13.

Family Promise —Promises Kept
During 2021 Family Promise of
Northern New Castle County
served 123 families in shelter
and community programs.
These families included 417
individuals. There were 45
churches and faith organizations
serving throughout the year despite challenging
circumstances. Operations were modified to maintain
safety. With minimal contact, volunteers from
Ebenezer and Resurrection delivered meals and food
supplies to families residing in Jesus House cottages
and for a special situation at a hotel for parents, 3
young children and a service dog. Following past
practice we plan to serve four times in this year
beginning in January.
Thanks everyone for your faithful support with items
and prayers.
Deb August and Kathy Zinn
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Mon

Tue

Wed

1 9:30am Bible 2 10:00am AA
Study

12:00pm AA
12:30pm UMW
Board
5:00pm Soccer
Shots
6:30pm American Legion Oratorical Contest

10:00am Chancel
Choir
6:30pm Good
Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

Epiphany
Scout Sunday

10:00am Worship
3:00pm Youth Group
5:30pm BSA50

10:00am AA
11:30am Social
Seniors Club
7:00pm NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

8

9:30am Bible
Study
12:00pm AA
7:00pm
Priscilla Circle

Thu

Fri

3

4

6:00pm BSA50

6:30pm
American
Legion Oratorical Contest

9:15am BSFT

6:30pm Health
& Wellness

10:00am AA

7:00pm NA

Sat

5

8:30am
BSA50/Mid
Year planning
& Banquet
6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

Family Promise Week

7:00pm Admin
Board

6 5th Sunday after 7
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9 10:00am AA
10:00am Chancel
Choir
11:15am S&S/
Naomi Circle

10

9:15am BSFT

11

10:00am AA

6:00pm BSA50

12

6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

7:00pm NA

5:30pm Project
Linus
6:30pm Good
Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

13 6th Sunday
after Epiphany

10:00am Worship
3:00pm Youth Group

14

15

16 10:00am AA 17

10:00am AA

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am Chancel
Choir

7:00pm NA

12:00pm AA

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

6:00pm BSA50

5:00pm Soccer
Shots

6:30pm Good
Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

7:00pm NA

7:00pm Stephen Ministry

20 7th Sunday
after Epiphany

21

10:00am AA

10:00am Worship

7:00pm NA

3:00pm Youth Group

7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

22

9:30am Bible
Study
12:00pm AA
5:00pm Soccer
Shots
7:00pm Missions Team

27 Transfiguration Sunday

10:00am Worship
3:00pm Youth Group

28
10:00am AA
7:00pm NA
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

9:15am BSFT

18

10:00am AA

10:00am SPRC

19

6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

7:00pm Finance
Comm.

23

10:00am AA

24
9:15am BSFT

10:00am Hope
Dining Room

6:00pm BSA50

10:00am Chancel
Choir

7:00pm NA

6:30pm Good
Chimes
7:00pm 2 x 4
Class

25

10:00am AA

26

6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA
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