Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
February 2019
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

General
Conference
2019
to receive
report on
A Way Forward

Greetings, Sisters and Brothers in
Christ:
I want to share my personal Thank
You to all of you for your gracious and
generous gifts to Rick and me in the
Christmas season. We enjoyed reading
each card and note and eating and sharing with our family the treats and gifts of
food we received. We are humbled by
your generosity to all of our Ebenezer
staff through your financial Christmas
gift.
***

February 22-26, the Special
General Conference 2019 (GC2019)

will convene in St. Louis, Missouri. The
agenda of the GC2019 will be to receive
the report of the Special Commission
on A Way Forward and determine
what our denomination will do about the
paragraphs in The United Methodist
Book of Discipline (BOD) that deal
with homosexuality, the ordination of
homosexual persons and same gender
weddings/unions.
The Commission was formed by
the Council of Bishops at the General
Conference 2016 in Portland, Oregon
and is comprised of 32 members, diverse
in their ethnicity, gender, orientation,
theological perspective, and status as lay
or clergy. The vision of the Commission
is to design a way for being church that
maximizes the presence of the UM witness in as many places in the world as
possible, that allows for as much contextual differentiation as possible and
(Continued on page 2)

Ebenezer,
you shared God’s love abundantly
through the holiday seasons!!
440 Baby Food items for St. Stephen’s Food Pantry
52 individual gifts for Angel Tree
56 Shoeboxes for Kids for Samaritan’s Purse
21 Thanksgiving/Christmas dinner baskets
$4133.57 collected for Salvation Army
by our bell ringers at Zingo’s
$950 from our Christmas offering sent to The Seamen’s Center of
Wilmington and to Michael Fisher, I-TEC
Many items contributed to fill Stockings for Soldiers
Give generously … and do so without a grudging heart; then because of
this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything
you put your hand to. Deut. 15:10 NIV
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work …
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 NIV

I-TEC powers missions worldwide
On Sunday, January 13, Ebenezer was blessed to have Michael Fisher (Donna Sperow’s son) share with us about I-TEC, an international
technical and electrical construction mission of which he is a part. Unfortunately the wintry weather kept most people away.
I-TEC is a non-denominational ministry utilizing volunteers to meet
the technical needs of missionaries and not-for-profit organizations worldwide. They provide volunteer high and low voltage services to missions,
hospitals, schools, orphanages, and other organizations. Their services
include: surveys for power quality and system improvements, new electrical construction and rebuild of existing systems, generator installation,
maintenance and repairs, and renewable energy systems with an emphasis
on solar. They also respond to natural disasters, providing temporary generator power to emergency shelters and churches.
Michael Fisher is the solar energy specialist of the group. Last summer he went with a large team from across the US to install a Power Pac at
(Continued on page 6)
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jurisdictions pay for their
bishops
The Connectional Conference Plan – would replace the
current jurisdictional conferences with three connectional
conferences based on affinity:
Progressive, Traditional, and
Unity; all three would use a general
BOD (Articles of Religion, General
Rules, Confessions of Faith) with the
ability to adapt other portions to their
context for ministry
local church can choose affiliation
pastors will choose a connectional
conference; security of appointment
determined by connectional conferences, with emphasis on protecting
women and minorities
jurisdictional and central conferThe Traditional Plan – the plan
ences will vote to join a connectional
broadens the definition of “selfconference on simple majority vote
avowed practicing homosexual;” puts
annual conferences who want to
penalties in place for disobedience to
join
a different connectional conferthe BOD; and requires bishops, pasence
than their jurisdiction chooses
tors, and annual conferences to certify
may
do
so on a simple majority vote;
adherence to the BOD
annual conference would revote every
maintains the current BOD lanyear.
guage and ban on homosexual ordinaThere are 864 delegates to
tion and same-gender marriage
GC2019,
½ clergy and ½ laity. The
establishes accountabilities for:
Council
of
Bishops preside at General
bishops, pastors, and Boards of OrConferences
and have voice but no
dained Ministry
vote. The number of delegates that
encourages those who believe oth- each annual conference is allotted is
erwise to see a self-governing church based on the membership of churches
option.
within the annual conference. Our
Peninsula-Delaware Conference has
The One Church Plan – would re4 delegates – 2 clergy and 2 laity.
move restrictive language from the
BOD that prohibits same-gender wed- Our delegates are:
dings in UMC properties and ordina- Rev. Derrick Porter
(revs55h2@gmail.com),
tion of “self-avowed practicing homoRev. Megan Shitama Weston
sexuals;” it would add language to
(megan@pecometh.org),
protect churches and pastors who
choose not to allow same-gender mar- Mr. Kevin Goodwin
(Kevin.G.Goodwin@dupont.com),
riages
and
removes all the language in the
Mr. William Westbrook
BOD that bans homosexual ordination
(wwestbrook@pen-del.org).
and same-gender marriage
(Continued from page 1)

balances an approach to different theological understanding of human sexuality with a
desire for as much unity as
possible. The Covenant of
Accountability which the
Commission created and to
which all members agreed
includes this statement, “This unity
will not be grounded in our conception of human sexuality but in our affirmation of the Triune God who calls
us to be grace-filled and holy people
in the Wesleyan tradition.”
The final report of the Commission to the GC2019 delegates
includes 3 plans to be considered.
Here is a capsulized description of the
major components of each plan:

no church or clergy is ever forced
to act out of their conscience
the Central Conferences can keep
the current BOD
exiting churches must follow trust
clause and pay for unfunded pension

You can find printed and video
resources regarding the work of the
Commission on our annual conference
website – www.pen-del.org; scroll
down the homepage and click on the
(Continued on page 9)
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Bible Study with Pastor
Pastor Mary Browne is leading
a Bible Study on Tuesday mornings
to which all are welcome. We meet
in Room 204, 9:55 - 11:15.
Our first study is the Minor
Prophets in the Hebrew Bible. If
you have any questions, please contact Pastor Mary.

Lighten your load
Keeping sabbath, not just on
Sundays but throughout the entire
week in an integrated way, keeps us
sane, says Donna Schaper. While our
culture pushes us to move faster,
work harder and acquire more money and stuff, sabbath observances
promote play, rest, love and worship.
“Sabbath — time for God — is
a gift in its origin and in its keeping,”
Schaper writes in Sabbath Keeping
(Cowley Publications). “It is not another must; it is a may. God invites
us to keep sabbath; God does not
demand it.”
The commandment to keep the
Sabbath day holy, she notes, “is an
invitation to a party, not to a hanging. Sabbath keeping is not one more
thing to add to our already long lists.
[It] is lightness, not heaviness.”
—The Newsletter Newsletter
The Highlighter
is a monthly publication of
525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.
Newark, Delaware 19711
Pastor: Rev. Mary H. Browne
Voice: (302) 731-9495
FAX: (302) 731-9555
E-mail: newarkebenezerumc
@verizon.net
Editor: Beverly Shunta
Newsletter deadline:
The 15th of each month
Web site:
EbenezerUMCNewark.org
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Worship
with Hearts, Hands and Voices
Greeting in the name of Christ,
The Chancel Choir enjoyed a choir retreat at Sandy Cove, MD, on
Saturday, January 26th. This day-long event included: rehearsing of new
music; preview of music to come over the next few months; time spent on
choral techniques; fun, fellowship, and worship. This was the first time
for a choir retreat, where the day was spent basking in the glow of music
— music that worshiped God.

LENTEN SHORT TERM
BIBLE STUDY
WHAT MAKES A HERO?
The Death-Defying
Ministry of Jesus
What Makes a Hero? offers us an
image of what it looks like to be victorious over trials and temptations. It is
written by Matt Rawle who has authored a number of small group studies
including The Redemption of Scrooge,
which we used as an Advent study in
2017. In the study we will see how Jesus turned the concept of hero on its
head from what we assume as the pop
culture image. The study examines how
good vs. evil, right vs. wrong, and overcoming adversity are fundamental to
how Christians understand salvation,
discern the good, fight for what’s right,
spark revolution and save lives.
Study groups will be offered:
Tuesday mornings beginning March 5,
9:55-11:15 a.m.
Thursday evenings beginning March 7,
6:45 – 8:00 p.m. (we are hoping to have
child care for these sessions)
Sunday mornings 9:45-10:55 a.m.
There will be a clipboard on the
table in the Narthex where you can indicate your interest in one of the study
group times or you can e-mail Pastor
Mary at eumc_pastor@verizon.net.

During this season of Epiphany the choir will bring to worship a selection of music that reflects the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.
February

3
10
17
24

8:30
11
8:30
11

Speak to One Another
I Believe
Come, O Source of Joy
Prayer and Guidance

Music for the Lent season will be a time of reflection of what a glorious gift God has given us through the sacrifice of Jesus

The Chancel Choir is open to all who have a desire to worship God
with their gift of music. No audition is required. The commitment is one
rehearsal a week, Thursdays at 7:30pm-9pm. When singing in the choir,
you honor and worship God and find an awareness that you have participated in a ministry that enhances worship at Ebenezer.
*****
Ebenezer will be having two guest ensembles over the next few
months. Psalt and Light will be worshiping with us on March 3rd at both
services. This quartet will be bringing us music reflecting the past and
current musical styles. They have been singing for church and concert for
the past 16 years. There is a Facebook page highlighting their music:
Psalt and Light. Their time in worship will bring the Epiphany Church
Season to a close. The following Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, March 6 th,
7pm worship, will start the Lent season.
On April 7th, the Matsiko World Orphan Choir will be joining us for
worship. We will be hosting the group and be organizing housing for them
as time get nearer to that date. The choir will bring to worship a diverse
selection of world music. The is also the last Sunday for the Lent season.
*****
The Handbell Choir is in full swing. In addition to preparing for
Sunday worship, they are also preparing music for the Handbell Festival in
Ocean City; March 15th and 16th. We need two more ringers. Basic music
knowledge is required. We will teach you how to ring. Rehearsals are
Wednesday nights at 7pm – 8:15pm.
Director of Music
Robert Rudolph
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Chicken and Dumplings Dinner
Saturday, March 2nd
Dine-in or Take-out
Take-out will be available at 5:00pm.
Dinner will be served starting at 5:30pm.
Cost: Adults - $12 Children 4-12 - $6 3 & under free
The United Methodist Men are
proud to present:

Reservations for take-out and dine-in are needed by Feb. 27.
Please make a reservation to allow us to plan appropriately.

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner

To reserve call Diane Clark at 302-239-6835 or Carol in the
church office 302-731-9495. Sign-up sheets will be available in
the narthex on February 17th and 24th on one of the Friendship
Tables.

th

In the CLC Tuesday, March 5

5:30pm to 7:30pm
$5.00 per adult,
Children up to 12 free
All you can eat!
Benefits our Missions!
Wear your Mardi Gras beads
and come hungry!

Meals on Wheels

A Route —
4 Ben & Sandy Berk
11 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
18 Paul & Beverly Shunta
25 Garnet Dennis & Donna Sperow
B Route —
4 Paul Kelley
11 Paul Kelley
18 Paul Kelley
25 Sue Connell & Barbara Thurman
Substitutes
Sandy Berk
410-392-4147
Stephanie Carpenter
302-731-4308
Ron Case
302-737-8567
Gail Lloyd
302-368-4965
Marianne Menghi
302-234-1544
Newark Senior Center
302-737-5747
Paul & Beverly Shunta
302-239-7765
(coordinator)

Invite your family and friends to enjoy a delicious meal — and
help the UMW support their missions and ministries.

Lord God, before you formed me in my
mother’s womb, you knew me! Put your
words not only into my mouth but into my
heart forever. Amen.

United Methodist Women

Circle Meetings
Naomi
Priscilla
S&S
Executive Board

2/11
2/12
2/13
2/4

12:00 noon
7:00pm,
10:00am,
12:30pm,

CLC
church
church
church

Need a ride?
If you need transportation to doctor appointments, the drug store, etc.,
call one of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members and mates) who
have volunteered to drive: Ron
Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky
302-239-4911, Paul Kelley 302-737
-2669, Paul Shunta 302-239-7765,
or Reed and Elaine Williams 302737-1882.
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Youth Rally 2019 —
This year, 9 youth and 5 adults
came down to Ocean City to the
“Protector Youth Rally.”

February 2019

Lance Brown is an artist who
uses his talents to create paintings on
stage during worship. Brown’s painting performances were inspiring not
because he is color blind, but because
he is passionate for sharing God’s
message through his art and making
the worship experience so much more
reflective. He shared his testimony of
how he chose to utilize his great gifts
in creating art through his ministry
called PaintedChrist.com.
Karen Abercrombe is an actress
who is well known for her role in the
movie War Room by portraying Miss
Clara. Her spiritual gift through acting as a platform to deliver God’s
message was a patient wait period of
faith and perseverance.

The theme verse was Isaiah 43:2
which states:
When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you; and when you pass
through the rivers, they will not sweep
over you. When you walk through the
Lastly, Tom Coverly is a magifire, you will not be burned; the
cian and comedian who uses those
flames will not set you ablaze.
skills to deliver a powerful and inspiring message. He uses his
We focused on stomagic as a symbol and
ries from Daniel, 1 Samparallels his illusions of
uel, and Matthew, drawmankind with what is
ing from the theme of
real and true through
water, fire, and how God
God.
protects us. Each element serves as a symbol
We also heard powin the stories; Jesus told
erful presentations led by
Peter to walk to him
a group of college stuacross the water and to
dents called GroundZero.
trust Him. Peter trusted
They deliver their mesJesus but then doubted,
sage through role-play
which caused him to
and acting. They led a
sink. God protected
workshop on identity and how we
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
should define ourselves as individual
from the fires of the furnace when
Christians. We look forward to sharKing Nebuchadnezzar condemned
ing more during our service on Januthem to death for not bowing down to ary 27th.
his gold. We spent time in the prayer
room focusing to trust in him as our
Remember, we meet most SunFather.
day afternoons:
Junior Youth Group meets from
We spent time learning about
3:00-4:15
how God gave unique gifts of the
Spirit to our speakers and how they
Youth Singers for 6th-12th grade from
chose to use those gifts for their min- 4:15-5:00
istry. Our three main presenters were Senior Youth Group for 6th – 12th
Tom Coverly, Karen Abercrombe, and grade from 5:00 to 6:30
Lance Brown.
Megan and Mike Jones
Youth_Pastor@verizon.net
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Education
Ministry
New Adult Study
The Hilltoppers” Sunday School
Class began a new study on January
20 (it’s never too late to join). It’s
called “A Life Well Lived: Discover
the Rewards of an Obedient
Heart” by Charles Swindoll, a long
time pastor, teacher, prolific writer
and Chancellor of Dallas Theological
Seminary.
The course content is delivered
via DVD lectures, and the individual
topics are: “Doing What’s Right,”
"Loving What’s Kind,” “Modeling
What’s Humble” and “Enjoying the
Rewards.”
As always, we look forward to
thoughtful discussion.
Join us Sundays at 10:45 in the
Room with a View at the back of the
CLC.
Dennis Williams

Come Join Us!
TLC Playgroup
For all children—Infants through
Pre-K, with caregiver
Every Thursday—9:45 to 11:15
Ebenezer United Methodist
Church
In the CLC
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Go to Red Bird Mission and Be Someone’s Miracle!
The Lord will open the heavens, the
storehouse of His bounty, to send rain on
your land in season and to bless all the
work of your hands.
— Deuteronomy 28:12
Ebenezer’s Mission Team is sponsoring a wonderful opportunity to
combine work, vacation and spiritual enrichment to reach out in Jesus’ name
at the Red Bird Mission, Beverly, Kentucky in the Appalachia Mountains
from August 4th-August 10th, 2019! We will join other churches from
around the country.
Work Camp strives to provide home repair for low-income community
residents and maintenance for Mission buildings and grounds. Some examples of work projects are roof replacement, small room additions, painting,
building porches or ramps, and grounds keeping. Other light duty work is
available such as kitchen help, office work, craft and community store helpers, and recycling.
A single fee of $375 covers the cost of each person’s lodging, meals,
and materials used. All ages are welcome but children must be supervised by
parents. Ebenezer’s Youth and Youth Group will join us, and it could be a
family affair! I f enough people sign up, we will get a van or bus. A limited
number of scholarships will be provided.
You will be hearing much more about the trip and there will be an informational session soon! If you are interested, contact Linda Heller, Mission
Team Chair at lsheller@comcast.net or (302-388-9459. Remember the
hymn,”Go, where I send thee?” Is God calling you to serve at Red Bird this
summer? Pray about this and may the Holy Spirit lead you!
Yours in Mission,
Linda Heller

I-TEC

(Continued from page 1)

Michael depends on contributions for his support. If you would like
Kibuye Hope Mission Hospital in Bu- to be part of his support team or to
rundi, Africa. In September he
make a contribution to I-TEC visit
worked at the Deaconess Mission
www.itec.org . Click the “Donate”
Hospital in Nundu, Democratic Retab, or mail checks payable to I-TEC
public of Congo, to install a Power
along with a separate note designating
Pac and a new well pump and water
support for Michael Fisher. A taxpurification system that now supplies deductible receipt will be sent to you.
clean water to the hospital. A solar
installation trip to Haiti and solar survey in Liberia are on his schedule.
Construction of Power Pacs is done
in Montoursville, PA, and then the
pacs are shipped to locations around
the world. In February Michael and
team will be building a Power Pac for
Hope Africa University, tentatively
planning a fall 2019 installation.

Family Promise returns to
Ebenezer on February 24.
We are excited to welcome
families once again. Ebenezer has
been a part of Family Promise since
the beginning and it is wonderful to
reflect back on all the families with
which we have shared God’s promise of love and hope! We have
shared many meals, provided warm
beds, given many hugs, played with
many children and offered some love
and hope to each family as they
work towards their goal of independence once again. Ebenezer is truly
blessed to be a part of this ministry. Family Promise is the best in
Delaware at helping families and
Ebenezer is proud to be part of that!
Now to the nuts and bolts: Our
hosting week runs from Sunday February 24- March 3, 2019. We will
need overnight hosts, van drivers,
meal helpers, food donations and
prayers!
Please contact Garnet Dennis,
Brooksie Pruden or Jean Harlan if
you would like to help or if you
would like more information. We
will be making announcements during worship services and in the bulletin.
Thanks so much. God Bless
Ebenezer and ALL the great work
that is done here.
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OPEN HOUSE

February 27, 2019
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

KIDS NIGHT OUT!
Calling all Kids!!!! Calling All Kids!!!
Want to come and have a play date at Church!
Fun, Games, Movie Night!
Come Party with your friends!
Let Your Parents go and enjoy a yucky Romantic
evening!
Where: Ebenezer UMC; In The Christian Life Center
When: Saturday, February 9, 2019
Saturday, March 30, 2019
Saturday, May 18, 2019

5:30 pm – 9:00pm
Ages: 2 - 12
Cost: Free
Have your kids wear their PJ’s and bring a pillow
and blanket for the movie night.

**Please pack a yummy dinner or snack for your
child. We will provide water only due to Allergies.**
Movie: TBD
Donations to Benefit Ebenezer Youth Group Appreciated
If you have questions, please contact Megan Jones
Youth Pastor Ebenezer UMC.
Youth_Pastor@verizon.net
(302)740- 8836

Enrollment for 2019 -20
school year.
Contact us
for further details:
Eumcps1965@verizon.net

Puppet Ministry
Opportunity
Did you know that Ebenezer has
had a puppet ministry in the
past? We have tubs full of professional puppets, clothing and scripts
that are just waiting to be used. They
used to do regular puppet shows during church services and special
events. We are looking for an adult/
adults to restart this ministry and
youth or adults to man the puppets. If you have an interest in helping with this ministry, please call the
office and let us know. It would be
great to restart this wonderful
Ebenezer Ministry.
Diane Clark
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Dear Salvation Army Bell
Ringer Volunteers,
Thank you for another successful season of Salvation Army bell
ringing. For the five Saturdays involved, we raised $4133.57 for Salvation Army charities. How wonderful!
The Christmas spirit was shown
through caroling, guitar playing,
phone music, festive holiday wear
and the wishes of Merry Christmas
and Thank You to people passing by.
I loved hearing stories of different
volunteers and how their hour of
ringing was a great way of getting
involved during the holidays and
something they look forward to doing every year.
Clipboards with volunteering
opportunities still abound all year
through and I am proud of all
Ebenezer's ministries. Until next
year’s ringing (four Saturdays in
2019) …
Your bell ringing coordinator and
friendly call reminder,
Jean Harlan

Stockings for Soldiers was
huge success
Here are some praises from the program:
- 10,000 stockings were distributed to soldiers worldwide
- 2,200 sewn polar fleece blankets
- 400 knitted hats
- Extra 1,000 stockings to US
military organizations for veterans
- 1400 lb. of stockings and
goodies for K-9 dogs and their handlers, some going locally.
Thanks to all of you who contributed
items to make this possible!
Ann Varey
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Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets
We would like to thank everyone who contributed to the food baskets for
the needy this past holiday season. Several families, Priscilla Circle and the
UMW pitched in extra money for more groceries to be able to put 21 baskets
together to get everyone covered. In addition, Hockessin United Methodist
Church gave us an envelope of Zingo’s Turkey Feathers that came in after
their deadline for baskets had passed. With these feathers and all that our
church and preschool families turned in, we were able to get a turkey or $15
gift card to go with each basket. We also donated a few extra turkeys to other
organizations and we provide turkeys for our Family Promise weeks here at
church. We appreciate everyone’s help with this community outreach project!
Ebenezer Youth, Office Staff and Diane Clark

Angel Tree Blessing
Thank you everyone for touching so many families with your beautiful gifts. We were able to serve
26 children by sharing the love of Jesus and the true
meaning of Christmas. What joy it was to meet with
the caregivers and some of the children. Your generosity and caring offered blessings to all.
Deb August

Cookie Walk Thank You!
Isaiah 55:12 “You will go out in joy and be lead forth in peace.
The mountains and hills will burst out in song before you
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands!”
This is the verse that I came upon after coming home from Ebenezer’s First
Cookie Walk! There was joy, peace, song and clapping. I want to thank you
all for your participation and your response to help our missions. Everyone
on the start -up committee, to the setup, the baking, the fill-in Santa, the buying and the cleanup, I praise God for all of you because without you this
event would never have happened!
We made a profit of $913! We are sending $400.00 to Sue Givens for Paraguay, $400.00 to Michael Fisher for I-TEC and $100 to Ebenezer Preschool!
Thank you again for being a part of such an outpouring of God’s love.
Donna Guretsky
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Special General Conference 2019
delegates in travel to and from St.
link United Methodist Church
Louis and their attendance at formal
“Commission for the Way Forward
and informal sessions; pray for the
Updates.” You can also find inforpower of God the Holy Spirit to guide
mation the on the Commission and
hearts and minds in their understandGC2019 on The United Methodist
ing of the will of God for The United
Church website – www.umc.org.
Methodist Church that we may conUnder “Who We Are” there is a direct tinue as faithful and fruitful disciples
link to “General Conference 2019,” or serving the Kingdom of God and
under “Who We Are” click on
making disciples of Jesus Christ for
“Structure,” click on “Council of
the transformation of the world.
Bishops,” click on “Commission on a
In Ephesians 4:1-6, Paul writes,
Way Forward.”
“Therefore, as a prisoner for the
(Continued from page 2)

GC2019 is a critical moment in
the life of a people called Methodist.
From the earliest days of the movement in the Holy Club that John Wesley formed at Oxford University,
Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience have guided pastors and laity
alike in understanding how we can
live more fully into the image of who
we are called to be in Jesus Christ.
I ask you to pray for our Peninsula-Delaware delegates and all
those participating in the GC2019.
Pray for openness in hearing all perspectives and for wisdom and discernment in prayerful deliberation; pray
for the wellbeing and strength of the

Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you received
from God. Conduct yourselves with
all humility, gentleness, and patience.
Accept each other with love, and
make an effort to preserve the unity of
the Spirit with the peace that ties you
together. You are one body and one
spirit, just as God has called you in
one hope. There is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, and one God and
Father of all, who is over all, through
all, and in all. (CEB)”

God Bless You,
Pastor Mary Browne

A gentle reminder....
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Neighborly Love
As an ordained minister, Fred
Rogers harnessed the power of television to tell children they were loved
— and to show them how to love others. In You Are Special, he writes,
“When we love a person, we accept
him or her exactly as is: the lovely
with the unlovely, the strong along
with the fearful, the true mixed in
with the façade, and of course, the
only way we can do it is by accepting
ourselves that way.”

In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My Neighbor? a writer for Variety notes:
“Rogers’ real secret was … that the
call to love your neighbor as yourself
isn’t a slogan to hang in your kitchen
with flowers around it — it’s a decision you make at every moment, to
view every man, woman and child on
earth as your neighbor. If you don’t
see and feel that, and act on it, then
you’re just another narcissist with a
kitchen slogan.”
Last October, when a synagogue
shooting shattered the peace of Rogers’ real-life former neighborhood,
residents of all religions embraced
one another as neighbors. Afterward,
the Fred Rogers Center stated, “We
long for a day when there is no more
tragedy born from hatred.”
—The Newsletter Newsletter

Social Senior Club

meets monthly
1st Monday, 11:30am

We love all our children here at Ebenezer, but for the safety of all,
our church nursery is for children infant to Pre-K only.
Children who are in Kindergarten or above
should attend their appropriate Sunday School class during the
Sunday School hour or attend the church service with their parents.
Kids Own Worship is available for children most Sundays during the
11:00 church service.

for dinners, movies, day trips,
but most of all
we make new friends.
Bring a sandwich and drink. If
possible bring another single senior to join us — all are welcome
(male or female, and they don’t
have to be Ebenezer members).
For more information call Lou Bernie 738-0536
Hope to meet you soon!
Never grow old!
Keep active!

THE HIGHLIGHTER

Ken and I want to thank Pastor
Brown and Calvin Keeler for the
beautiful Christmas carols and lovely poinsettia!!
Love in Christ,
Ken and Ruth Johnson
A very heartfelt “thank You” to
all the members and friends of
Ebenezer United Methodist Church
for your generosity this past Christmas season. We received so many
wonderful gifts and we appreciate
so much being remembered by you.
Your Ebenezer UMC Staff

Loved and Known
“Jesus knows me, this I love,”
read the church sign. That twist on
the classic children’s song emphasizes the importance of being both
loved and known. “It’s not one or
the other; it’s hard truth and ridiculous grace,” sings contemporary
Christian artist Tauren Wells in
“Known.”
Timothy Keller, in The Meaning of Marriage, describes the duality this way: “To be loved but not
known is comforting but superficial. To be known and not loved is
our greatest fear. But to be fully
known and truly loved is, well, a lot
like being loved by God. It is what
we need more than anything. It liberates us from pretense, humbles us
out of our self-righteousness, and
fortifies us for any difficulty life
can throw at us.”
—The Newsletter Newsletter

February 2019

February
01 Sarah Harlan
Don LeRoux
Robert Root
02 George Fritz
Kathy Gibney
Barbara Lucht
Connie Miller
03 Clara Brelsford
Ken Johnson
04 David Rodeheaver
Jen Stout
05 Peggy Frymoyer
Margie Pankok
06 Pat Grimes
Ronald Van Dan
Joe Wood
07 Jeff Donovan
James Lumb
09 Willard Jackson
10 Olivia Ormsby
11 Holly Hudson
12 Susan LaMedica
13 Thomas Ainsworth
Pastor Mary Browne
Ashley Feldmann
John Minker
Jennifer Wilhelm-Ward
15 Svannah Applegate
Joan Wiant
16 Nancy Sadler
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17
18
19
20
22
23
24
25
27

28
29

Zachary Fritz
Cheryl Trexler
Carol Coney
Shirley Austin
Megan Jones
Dorothy Towery
Zachary Dennis
Hannah Feldmann
Cathy Dobies
Cameron Keys
Daniel Castle
Jordan Dennis
Janice Smith
Doris Komnik
Christy Templeton Smith
Lois Hall
Michael Whiteman
Amanda Maynard

March
02 Sarah Wood
03 Daniel Klopfenstein
Emilie Murray
04 Hailie Rosario
Dan Shelton
05 Ed Wolfe
07 Braedon Smith
08 Sandy Berk
Deborah Donnelly
Jonice Louden

February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

8:00pm 2x4
Square Dancing

34th Sunday 4

Sat
.

2 Groundhog Day
8:30am BSA50
9:30pm NA

5

6

7

8

9

10 5th Sun- 11

12

13

14

15

16

176th Sun- 18
day after
Epiphany
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
11::00am
Worship
3:00pm G3
4:15pm Youth
Singers

9:00am Preschool Chapel
12:10pm Soccer
Shots
5:30pm Slim
Sculpt
7:15pm
Square Dance
Class

19

20

21

22

23

24 Family

25 Family

26Family

27

28Family

after Epiphany
Holy Communion
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
3:00pm G3
4:15pm Youth
Singers
5:00pm BSA50

day after
Epiphany
Scout Sunday
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
3:00pm G3
4:15pm Youth
Singers

Promise
7th Sunday
after Epiphany
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
3:00pm G3
3:00pm Millcroft
4:15pm Youth
Singers

9:00am Preschool Chapel
11:30am Social Senior
Club
12:10pm Soccer Shots
5:30pm Slim
Sculpt Class
7:15pm
Square Dance
Class

9:00am Preschool
Chapel
12:00pm Naomi
Circle
12:10pm Soccer
Shots
12:30pm Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Slim Sculpt
5:35pm GS Troop
672
6:30pm 4-H
7:15pm Square
Dance Class

Promise
9:00am Preschool Chapel
12:10pm Soccer Shots
12:30pm Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Slim
Sculpt
5:45pm GS
Troop 672
7:15pm Square
Dance Class

9:00am Preschool Chapel
9:55 Bible
Study
10:00am Preschool Music
11:30am AA
12:30pm Daybreak Counseling
12:30pm UMW
Exec. Board
6:30pm Cub
Scouts

9:00am Preschool
Chapel
9:55 Bible Study
10:00am Preschool Music
11:30am AA
12:30pm Daybreak Counseling
6:30pm Missions
6:30pm Cub
Scouts
7:00pm Priscilla
Circle

9:00am Preschool
Chapel
9:55 Bible Study
10:00am Preschool Music
11:30am AA
12:30pm Daybreak Counseling
6:00pm NK80
Training
6:30pm Cub
Scouts
7:00pm Stephen
Ministry

Promise
9:00am Preschool Chapel
9:55 Bible
Study
10:00am Preschool Music
11:30am AA
6:30pm Cub
Scouts

9:30am Preschool Music
10:00am AA
11:00am Intercessory Prayer
5:30pm Slim
Sculpt Class
7:00pm Good
Chimes
7:15pm Square
Dance Class
7:30pm AlAnon

9:30am Preschool
Music
10:00am S&S
10:00 AA
11:00am Intercessory Prayer
5:30pm Project
Linus
5:30pm Slim Sculpt
7:00pm Good
Chimes
7:15pm Square
Dance Class
7:30pm Al-Anon

9:30am Preschool Music
10:00am AA
11:00am Intercessory Prayer
5:30pm Slim
Sculpt
7:00pm Good
Chimes
7:15pm Square
Dance Class
7:30pm Al-Anon

Family
Promise
9:30am Preschool
Music
10:00am Hope
Dining Room
10:00am AA
11:00am Intercessory Prayer
5:30pm Slim
Sculpt
7:00pm Good
Chimes
7:15pm Square
Dance Class
7:30pm Al-Anon

9:15am BSFT
9:45am TLC
10:00am Visual
Arts
12:30pm Daybreak Counseling
6:00pm BSA50
6:30pm Health
& Wellness
6:45pm NA
7:30pm Chancel
Choir

9:15am BSFT
9:45am TLC
10:00am Visual Arts
12:30pm Daybreak Counseling
6:00pm BSA50
6:45pm NA
7:30pm Chancel Choir

9:15am BSFT
9:45am TLC
10:00am Visual Arts
12:30pm Daybreak
Counseling
6:00pm BSA50
6:45pm NA
7:30pm Chancel Choir

Promise
9:15am BSFT
9:45am TLC
10:00am Visual Arts
12:30pm Daybreak Counseling
6:00pm BSA50
6:45pm NA
7:30pm Chancel Choir

7:00pm 2x4
Square Dance

7:00pm 2x4
Square Dancing

11:00am Preschool Literary
Parade
7:00pm 2x4
Square Dance

5:30pm Kids
Night Out
9:30pm NA

8:00am Scrapbooking
9:30pm NA

3:00pm Cub
Scouts Blue &
Gold Dinner
9:30pm NA
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A word from the Pastor—Special General Conference
Ebenezer shared God’s love
I-TEC powers missions worldwide
Bible Study with Pastor
Choir Notes
Lenten short term study
Chicken and Dumplings / Shrove Tuesday Pancakes
Youth Rally report
New Adult Sunday school study
Red Bird Mission trip planned
Kids Night Out (parents, too)
Puppet Ministry opportunity
Praises from ministries and missions
Birthdays
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