Ebenezer United Methodist Church, Newark, Delaware
Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help]. 1 Samuel 7:12 GNB

Greetings in the name of Christ
Palm/Passion Sunday was a meaningful time. It was a worship service
intended to prepare us for the upcoming observance of Holy Week and
Easter Day celebration.
Easter is just a few days away.
But, prior to that celebration, are the
services on Holy Thursday and Good
Friday. The importance of these two
services serve to elevate the impact of
Resurrection Day – Easter. There is a
wealth of emotion and depth of feeling
experienced through these two days. I
invite you to find a new excitement in
the Resurrection by coming to church
or watching these services streaming.
We will celebrate Easter with all
the fanfare and excitement that we can
proclaim. There will be a trumpet
player in worship to announce the resurrection. Our Handbell ensemble will
present two pieces, one for organ and
handbells and we have two previously
recorded anthems from the choral quintet. I am looking forward to this worship service of all worship services.
(But first, Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday)
Your servant in Christ
Robert Rudolph, Director of music
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Holy Week Services
Each service will be with in-person attendance and
livestream viewing (ebenezerumcnewark.org).
There will be a separate Sign-Up Genius link for each service
for in-person attendance; you may also contact the church office
by phone or e-mail to attend in person.
Holy Thursday – April 1, 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated –
if you will be in attendance via livestream, you are invited to
come to the church in the days ahead of the service to pick up
communion elements
Good Friday – April 2, 6:30 p.m.
A Service of Tenebrae (Darkness) using the Passion of Jesus as
recorded in the Gospel of John

Easter Sunday – April 4
Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m. – in-person only;
will be held outside, weather permitting
Easter Celebration, 10:00 a.m. – in-person and
livestream, rejoice with us in Jesus’ resurrection!
The angel said to the women,
“Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for
Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He
has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where
He was lying. Go quickly and tell His disciples that
He has risen from the dead!
Matthew 28:5-7

THE HIGHLIGHTER

2021

Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
When we read the epistles of Paul, almost
every one of them includes in the opening verses words of how Paul has been praying for the
believers in that community of faith. Prayer is
an important part of our spiritual formation as a
follower of Jesus. Prayer can be a simple,
“Thank you, God,” for something we encounter
in nature that reminds us of the awesomeness of God’s
creative power. Or it can be an extended time in intercessory prayer for the concerns and challenges that others are
facing.
We all pray at various times and in various ways.
When I consider prayer as a discipline, the first characteristic I think of is priority. Is prayer a priority in my life, or
is it something I fit in when I think about it? When we
consciously decide that we are going to prioritize prayer,
we will give ourselves the space in our lives for prayer to
make a real difference. Even the desire to make prayer a
priority is a form of prayer as we seek grace from God to
grow; God always desires to draw us closer in prayer. The
Holy Spirit, God’s presence continually with us, will lead
and guide us seek to prioritize the practice of prayer in our
faith journey.
Prayer should be a joy and not feel like a chore. After all, it is a conversation with God;
a gift that has been given to us to
make our relationship with God active and growing. A practical step in
developing prayer as a discipline is
to use different forms of prayer –
adoration, praise, thanksgiving, intercession, and petition. Remember,
a conversation, by definition, is twosided; we should not be uncomfortable to sit in silence in God’s presence. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still,
and know that I am God.” Many consider contemplative
prayer the highest form of prayer; it is letting go of our
needs, our wishes, our agenda, to fully open our hearts to
God. St. Teresa of Avila said, “Contemplative prayer in
my opinion is nothing else than a close sharing between
friends; it means taking time frequently to be alone with
Him who we know loves us.”
There are other practical steps we can take to help
make the practice of prayer a priority in our lives, something that comes as naturally as other daily tasks. A prayer partner can be helpful as someone who holds us accountable. Prayer partners can agree to setting a schedule
for checking in, sharing joys and concerns, and praying
together. Another practical step might be setting a daily
alarm to remind you that you want to stop and have a focused time of prayer. When I am ready to rise and start
my day, I have a practice of using the snooze function on

Page 2

my alarm to give me a time in which I can
pray and seek God’s guidance for what the
day might bring.
At times I find it very helpful to pray
the Psalms. In the book of Psalms, you can
find every human emotion. There are passages in which we can yell at God in our anger, cry with God in our sorrow, rejoice and
give thanks. On the cross, Jesus cried out, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” the first words of
Psalm 22. Many biblical commentators have suggested
that Jesus knew this Psalm in its entirety. Although crying
out the first few words expressed the utter aloneness and
despair he may have been feeling, perhaps he also had in
mind the words of comfort also included in the Psalm.
I have used a breath prayer to help me refocus on
God at any point in my day. A breath prayer is a short
prayer, maybe 8-10 words that can be repeated as you inhale and exhale. By focusing on my breathing as I say the
words, I find myself growing calmer and re-centering my
focus. One breath prayer that I have used is “Loving God,
lead me through your peace.”
Thanksgiving should always have a prominent place
in our prayers. In Philippians 4:6-7, Paul writes, “Be anxious for nothing, but in prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus (NASB)”. In all our situations, there is
always at least one thing for which we can give God
praise. When we don’t know what to say, or just
have not talked to God for a while, giving thanks is a
great place to start.
Every day I have a time of prayer in which I
focus on the joys and concerns of our church as a
faith community and for individuals who are members and friends of Ebenezer. I welcome the opportunity
any time to pray with you for any reason, for any circumstance you are experiencing.
***
I know on a few occasions over the past couple of
years some number of you have received an e-mail that
appears to come from me but is a cleverly worded attempt
to extort money from you. I have received the same types
of e-mails from people including Bishop Peggy Johnson,
and just this week our District Superintendent Rev. Joseph
Archie.
The most important thing to know is that I would
never ask you to send money or gift cards directly to
me. If there were a situation within our congregation for
which we needed to provide financial resources, such as a
(Continued on page 3)
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Worship with Hearts, Hands and Voices
The music ministry is looking for folks with singing and/or playing abilities to be
part of our Sunday morning musical expression. This is a wonderful time for musicians
to be in touch with God by presenting a musical offering at Sunday morning worship.
We also have the flexibility to pre-record the music, given that you have music to offer
and do not want to do it with a sanctuary filled with congregants. We pre-record on
Sundays, after the sanctuary is cleared; about 11:30am. I am always available to select
music and schedule rehearsal time. Now, if you know of someone that is able to add
music to our worship, please provide information so that I may contact them and extend
an invitation to participate in worship.
Your servant in Christ
Robert Rudolph, Director of music

Jesus said, “You heard that I said
to you, ‘I go away, and I will
come to you.’ If you loved Me,
you would have rejoiced because
I go to the Father, for the Father
is greater than I.”
John 14:28
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(Pastor’s Message—Continued from number of people who may be prepage 2)
sent in worship, as long as the 6-foot
safe distancing guideline is in place,
house fire or replacing a heating sys- we cannot increase the number of
people who can attend worship in
tem, and we were seeking support
person. I am hopeful that soon, as a
from the congregation members
through financial gifts, you would be higher percentage of the population is
asked to make your gift payable to the vaccinated, that guideline will be rechurch and I would work through the laxed. We will be able to reassess our
seating arrangements in the sanctuary
Finance Committee to handle the
and allow more people to attend worfunds appropriately.
ship in person.
Another clue that an e-mail with
I thank you for your faithful supa request from me is spam and a boport of and participation in the minisgus request is to look at the e-mail
try and mission of Ebenezer even as it
address. If the e-mail address is not
eumc_pastor@verizon.net, delete it! evolves through this journey we have
And pray for the perpetrators of these been on over the past 13-14 months.
I often think of anthem that was a
fraudulent e-mails, that their hearts
might be turned to the grace, mercy, favorite of the choir at Green Trails
and hope that is found in faith in Je- UMC, our church home when we
lived in St. Louis, Missouri. Written
sus Christ.
by Allen Pote, “The Journey is Our
***
I am glad to hear of more of our Home” had these words as its refrain:
“Awake, arise, the journey’s begun;
members receiving their COVID-19
we travel on together as one. We
vaccinations and feeling more comknow not where the road will lead,
fortable in expanding the boundaries
but we travel in faith making love our
in which they can travel. It is nice to
see more people feeling comfortable creed; as we follow, the journey is
our home.” I feel blessed, every day,
about coming back to church and
to be on the journey with you.
signing up to attend worship in person. You do need to know that at the In Christ’s Love,
moment, even as the governor inPastor Mary Browne
creases the percentage of fire code
that can be used in maximizing the
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Chicken & Dumpling Dinner
Takeout only
Sponsored by the Ebenezer UMW to support local
and global missions

Saturday, April 24, 2021

5:00-6:00 pm

See details and order form on page 8.

Jesus said, “I will see you again,
and your heart will rejoice,
and no one will take your joy
away from you.”
John 16:22

Family Promise - Week of April 11
Ebenezer UMC will be supporting our Family Promise families
the week of April 11.
One of the ways we support our families is to provide a bag of
toiletry items for each family. Our supply is low so we would appreciate donations of any of the following items: toothpaste (large),
adult and child toothbrushes; men's and women's shampoo and conditioner (large), deodorant, and razor blades; chapstick, regular sized
soap, tampax, body lotion. Please leave your items in the Family
Promise donation box under the table in the Narthex. If you have
any questions, contact Brooksie Pruden at brooksiepru@gmail.com.
Thank you.

United Methodist Women

Meals on Wheels

A Route —
5 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
12 Paul & Beverly Shunta
19 Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson
26 Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan
B Route —
5 Paul Kelley
12 Paul Kelley
19 Paul Kelley
26 Kathy and Doug Gibney
Substitutes
Sandy Berk
410-392-4147
Stephanie Carpenter
302-731-4308
Ron Case
302-737-8567
Mary Anne Menghi
302-234-1544
Newark Senior Center
302-737-5747
Paul & Beverly Shunta
302-239-7765
(coordinator)

Circle Meetings
Priscilla
S & S / Naomi
Executive Board

4/13
4/14
4/6

7:00pm,
10:00am,
12:30pm,

church

Need a ride?
If you need transportation to doctor
appointments, the drug store, etc., call one
of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members
and mates) who have volunteered to drive:
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky
302-239-4911, Paul Kelley 302-737-2669,
Paul Shunta 302-239-7765, or Reed and
Elaine Williams 302-737-1882.
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June 21 - June 25, 2021
Coming to your home!
Mark your calendar now to be part of
the most fun week of the year in children’s ministry.
NO, we are not able to gather in person this year, but we are planning for a week of
engaging activities to help us succeed in the quest for God’s armor. When you register your child/ren ages 4
through completion of 5th grade, you will be given the resources each day to view videos of the Bible story
and music, complete a fun craft or science project, engage in a recreation activity, and enjoy a snack in your
home or safely gathered as a small pod of friends. PLUS!! We are planning ZOOM gatherings of all participants on Wednesday and Friday evenings with music, Bible story reviews, and prayer to know that we are all
together on this quest.
As Knights of North Castle we will grow strong in Truth, Justice, Peace, Faith, and Salvation as we learn
the stories of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, David Defeats Goliath, Mary’s Journey to Bethlehem, Jesus
Walks on Water, and Midnight Praise with Paul & Silas.
We couldn't have a week of complete VBS fun without a mission project, which is
always supported so well by our VBS families. With our VBS theme this year being
"Knights of North Castle," with cold air, snow, and finding strength, there is 1 simple
thing that individuals and families who are homeless can use help with during the cold
winter months - SOCKS! We will be collecting socks for men, women, and children,
giving them to Friendship House, the organization that coordinates sites in New Castle
County that operate as Cold Purple shelters. Cold Purple shelters open on days when the
overnight temperature dips below 30 degrees; they provide additional places where
homeless people can find warm shelter and rest.

Prayer Point
Jeannette Richart shared the following update
concerning her granddaughter, Olivia Richart:
2nd Lieutenant Olivia Richart of Tacoma, WA,
left March 6 for Ft. Hood, TX with her crews
from the 1st Battalion, 168th General Support
Aviation Group. Soon they will deploy overseas for 9 months to the Middle East Support
Operations as part of Operation Spartan Shield
in Kuwait, Iraq, and Syria.
Please keep Olivia, and her parents, Kim &
Lance Richart, North East, MD, and Jeannette
in your prayers over the next several
months. Jeannette, and Olivia’s parents are
very proud of her service in the U.S. Army and
very thankful for the Ebenezer Church family
which supports them in prayer.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 50
YARD SALE & CAR WASH
On Saturday, April 3rd, Troop 50 will be having a car wash and yard sale at Ebenezer to
benefit the church and troop. The Boy Scouts
will be collecting donated items and setting up
a sale in the field behind the church. If you
wish to donate any items for the sale (e.g.,
toys, electronics, games, sports equipment,
instruments, tools, etc.), please bring them to
the sheds on Friday, April 2nd or make alternate arrangements with Mr. Smith. Any items
that don’t sell will be donated to charity following the sale. Questions may be directed to Jim
Smith, Scoutmaster, at jimsmithbsa50@gmail.com.
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR HEALTH AND WELLNESS MINISTRY

COMPARING COVID-19 VACCINES
All three vaccines have slight differences, but all have been proven to be equally (100%) effective in preventing hospitalization and death from COVID-19. It is important to know that none of the COVID-19 vaccines infect you with the live
virus. They help your body fight it by stimulating the production of antibodies.
MODERNA

PFIZER

JOHNSON & JOHNSON

How it works

mRNA+

mRNA+

Adenovirus-based++

How you get it

Two doses, 28 days
apart*

Two doses, 21 days apart*

One dose

Age limit

Must be 18 or older

Must be 16 or older

Must be 18 or older

How many people 30,000 volunteers
tested it
from the U.S., of all
ethnicities

43,000 volunteers from six coun- 43,000 volunteers from
tries, of all ethnicities
eight countries, of all ethnicities

How well it protects

100% effective in preventing death and
hospitalization 100%
effective in preventing
severe disease 94.1%
effective in preventing
symptomatic COVID19

100% effective in preventing
death and hospitalization 99%
effective in preventing severe
disease 95% effective in preventing symptomatic COVID-19

100% effective in preventing death and hospitalization 85% effective
in preventing severe disease 72% effective in the
U.S. in preventing moderate-severe COVID-19

How long before
protection kicks
in

Some protection 10
to 14 days after first
dose Full protection
two weeks after second dose

Some protection 10 to 14 days
after first dose Full protection
one week after second dose

Some protection 14 days
after vaccine Full protection in 28 days

+ mRNA: These COVID-19 vaccines give instructions for cells to make a harmless piece of what is called the “spike
protein,” found on the surface of the virus that causes COVID-19. Our immune system responds by making antibodies to
protect against infection. The spike protein then dissolves and disappears.

++ A small piece of genetic material from the coronavirus is inserted into a weakened version of a common cold virus
called an adenovirus. The immune system responds by switching on the cells alarm systems to activate immune cells
nearby. The immune cells spot the intruder proteins of COVID-19 to fight the infection.
**If it is not possible to follow the dosage intervals, the CDC states you can wait up to 42 days to receive the second dose.
** Vaccine cannot be refrozen once thawed.

Blessings,
Your Health and Wellness Ministry
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Bishop Peggy A. Johnson
Announces Retirement

General Conference
Postponed to 2022
The postponed General Conference, which had been
scheduled for August 29 – September 7, 2021 is being postponed again until sometime in 2022. There will be a very
brief virtual session of General Conference on May 8, 2021
to enact some necessary Disciplinary adjustments to enable
the denomination to continue to function until the next inperson session of General Conference.

In addition, the November 8-12, 2021 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference has been moved up to July 20-23,
2021 as a virtual meeting.
An information session webinar was held Tuesday,
March 2, 2021 to explain more about the recent actions of
the Commission on General Conference and the Council of
Bishops. It was recorded and posted on the Pen-Del.org
website. In addition, the PowerPoint program that was shared
on March 2nd will be posted on the website as well .

07
08
11
14
01 Austin Logan
Michelle Meney
Virginia Parker
02 Billy Feldmann
Lauren Jackson
Elyse Miller
Joanne Monarski
William Thomson
03 Melisssa Stewart Delaney
Nathan Harlan
Beth Manchester
04 Shirley Gardner
05 Sandy Ashby
06 Andrew Feldman
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16
17
18
19
20
21
23
24

February 13, 2021
Greetings friends in Christ,
I am writing to officially announce that I am
requesting voluntary retirement effective at the
end of the next session of the Jurisdictional Conference. I have prayerfully considered this decision and feel that it is in the best interest of the
church and my family not to take another episcopal assignment in order to continue serving until
2024 (my mandatory retirement date). It has been
my distinct honor to serve the people of the
Philadephia Area since 2008. Thank you for the
grace you have extended to me and my spouse,
Michael. I appreciate your faithful service to the
Lord and I will hold you in my heart always.
Sincerely,
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson

Beth Jackson
Ava Grace Sterkenburg
Jacob Peffley
Carolyn Wilhelm
Julia Williams Murphy
Pam Waun
Abigail Devestine
Donna Klair
Ken Zinn
Robin Damewood
Ciara Sostre
Ann Sylvester
Learis Donovan
Adele Madden
Tom Sperow
Joan Logue
Arthur Tressler
Christopher Dennis
Emma Feldmann
Henry Komnik
Paul Shunta
Robert Woodworth, Jr.
Allison Monarski-Santorelli
Doris Jarrell
Elliot Jones

25 Felicity Jones
26 Barbara Reed
28 Terri Peffley
Bruce Wilhelm
29 Brian Boyette
Hillary Hanus
Linda Heller
Ruth Johnson
30 Freida Crossan
Andy Kellogg
Jennie May
May
01 Kay Weeks
03 Vicki Bouchat-Maynard
04 Gary Dempsey
Kimberly Feldmann
Gail Lloyd
Linda Mullin
05 Britni Bosari
Anita Gorton
07 Lauren Ashby
Kimberly Lindgren
Jane Sowden
Ruth Templeton
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Chicken & Dumpling Dinner

What:
When:
Who:
Where:

2021

Takeout only

Sponsored by the Ebenezer UMW to support local and global missions

Saturday, April 24, 2021
5:00-6:00 pm
Everyone is welcome!
CLC at Ebenezer United Methodist Church
525 Polly Drummond Hill Road
Newark DE 19711 (302.731.9495)

How much:

Adults
$12.00
Children 4-12 $6.00
3 and under free
Please pre-order by filling out an order form
available in the church hallway or Narthex or call:
Church Office (731-9495)

or

Diane Clark (239-6835)

Orders due by 4/18/21
CHICKEN AND DUMPLING DINNER ORDER FORM
TAKE OUT ONLY

Saturday, April 24, 2021

5-6 pm for pick up

Orders due by 4/18/21

Please wear a mask and practice social distancing- Thank You!
COST:

Adults - $12

Child 4-12 - $6

Toddlers 3 and Under - Free

NAME__________________________________ Phone_________________ Email___________________________

Number of Meals ordered: Please list individually and choose cake flavor and yes or no for cole slaw
Place: A for adult, C for child and T for toddler

Dessert: Choose Chocolate or Vanilla Cake

Cole Slaw: Yes or No

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
TOTAL DUE______________

Pay at pick-up or enclose with order. Checks payable to Ebenezer U.M.W.

Estimated Pick-up Time:

5pm_______

or

5:30pm________

If more than 6 meals are needed, please list them on the back or on a separate slip of paper with all information.
Turn order form in to Diane Clark, the church office or place in the labeled envelope across from the office.
They can be mailed also or call Diane at 302/239-6835 or the Office at 302/731-9495.
Orders due by 4/18/21

April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

6:00pm BSA50 7:00pm Worship Service
6:30PM Worship Service
6:45pm NA

Sat

3
9:00am BSA50
Caro Wash and
Yard Sale
6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

4 Easter Sunday 5

6

7

8

9

10

6:00am Sunrise
Service

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am AA

6:00pm BSA50

6:30pm NA

10:00am Worship

12:30pm UMW
Exec. Board

6:45pm NA

10:00pm NA

7:00pm COM

11 2nd Sunday
of Easter

12

10:00am Worship

13

14

15

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

6:30pm NA

10:00am S&S/
Naomi Circle

6:00pm BSA50

10:00pm NA

7:00pm Endowment

16

17

6:45pm NA

7:00pm
Priscilla Circle

FAMILY PROMISE WEEK

18 3rd Sunday
of Easter

19

20
9:30am Bible
Study

Native American
Sunday

21

22

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

7:00pm Stephen Ministry

10:00am Worship

23

24

6:00pm BSA50

5:00pm Chicken & Dumpling
Dinner Pick Up

6:45pm NA

6:30pm NA
10:00pm NA

25 4th Sunday
of Easter

10:00am Worship
3:00pm Millcroft
Ministries

26

27

28

29

9:30am Bible
Study

10:00am AA

9:15am BSFT

10:00am Hope
Dining Room

6:00pm BSA50
6:45pm NA

30
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