
Ebenezer United Methodist Church,  Newark,  Delaware   2023 
 Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The Lord has helped us all the way,”  

and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help].   1 Samuel 7:12 GNB 

(Continued on page 2) 

Greetings, Sisters and Brothers: 
 

Thank you for the cards, notes, and words of 
encouragement you shared with me for my birthday 
in February.  I enjoyed reading each message, 
finding myself moved to laughter, to tears, and to 
prayers of praise and thanks for the privilege and joy 
of being a part of the faith community at Ebenezer. 
 

We are now in the season of Lent, which began on 
Ash Wednesday, February 22.  Ash Wednesday, as 
the beginning of the Lenten journey toward the 
cross, focuses on our human mortality, our sin which 
separates us from God and our overwhelming need 
for the overwhelming grace of God.  The ashes that 
marked our foreheads in the form of a cross are a 
first act of repentance, an acknowledgement of our 
human condition and our need for God’s salvation 
and transformation alongside of the amazing grace 
of God.   
 

In this season of formation and preparation, we 
approach the forty days of Lent from a variety of 
different perspectives and points along the Christian 
faith journey.  It does not matter how long we have 
been walking in the steps of Jesus, even the most 
mature Christian hears the call to return to God with 
all their hearts.  We enter this season that is 
characterized by prayer, self-examination, fasting, 
and almsgiving.  These works of discipline for 
hundreds of years served as a means by which new 
converts prepared for baptism, which historically 
took place during the Easter Vigil.   
 

In the early church, the time of preparation for those 
who were to be baptized at the Easter Vigil included 
instruction, fasting, repentance, prayers, and 
almsgiving.  Today, many people adopt behaviors 
and practices in these areas as a means of self-
examination and spiritual renewal.  Living out a 
discipline takes the Lord’s words about self-denial, 
“If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me… 
(Matthew 16:24),” 
seriously.  Through discipline 
we find freedom and grace; 
we focus our lives on Christ’s 
self-sacrificing passion, death, and resurrection, 
which has brought us acceptance, forgiveness, and 
redemption by God.   
 

These Lenten disciplines are not unusual or special 
in and of themselves.  They are spiritual practices 
that can and should be part of our daily walk as a 
disciple of Jesus, but the intentional practice of them 
during the season of Lent can bring a heightened 
awareness of God’s call on our lives to be 
transformed into the likeness of Jesus, a deepening 
of our personal relationship with Jesus.  In our 
Wesleyan tradition, it is the work of God through 
sanctifying grace, our “going on to perfection.”  I 
find these words from 20th century mystic Evelyn 
Underhill helpful in recognizing the wisdom of 
observing spiritual practices during Lent:  “Lent is a 
good moment for a spiritual stocktaking; a pause, a 
retreat from life’s busy surface to its solemn 
depths.  There are few who cannot benefit by a bit 
by bit examination of the resources that each 
baptized Christian has, a discernment of those things 
which must be treasured and kept in good order as 
opposed to the spiritual odds and ends which we 
have accumulated for ourselves.” 
 

We started our journey of Lent a week ago on 
February 22, and I hope you are engaged in 
observing disciplines that are leading you to be 
reminded of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed 
in the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need we all 
have to renew our faith.  Here are a few suggestions 
for spiritual practices you might observe as we 
continue through the solemn season – set aside a 
period of time each day to engage in contemplative 
or intercessory prayer; add the daily reading from 
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(Continued from page 1) 

The Sanctuary in Lent (pick up a copy at the church 
or contact the church office and we will provide one 
to you) to your daily Bible devotion time; observe the 
“Wesley Fast” from sundown on Thursday until 3:00 
p.m. on Friday; make a donation to help fund our 
Rise Against Hunger meal packing event on April 29 
(you can also plan to participate in the event; there 
is a sign-up clipboard on the table in the narthex or 
contact the church office). 
 

As we journey together toward the cross, may we be 
open to new opportunities to deepen our devotion to 
Jesus and our love for each other. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Mary Browne 

CAMP PECOMETH CAMPERSHIPS 
AVAILABLE 

 

 Since 1946, Camp Pecometh, our Conference 
camp located on the eastern bank of the Chester 
River near Centreville, Maryland, has been 
providing a variety of summer camp experiences 
for children and youth to enjoy with the vision to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation for the transformation of the world 
through Christ-centered peace and play in its 
unique Eastern Shore setting.  Each year, we are 
able to provide a $200.00 campership toward the 
program fee for every child or youth from Ebenezer 
attending a summer camp program.   
 
 Registration for Summer Camp 2023 is now 
open.  Visit pecometh.org for program descriptions, 
dates, rates, and online registration.  When you 
register your child for a summer camp program, 
please pay only the $50.00 registration fee; if you 
wish to pay the program fee completely, please 
deduct $200.00 from your payment 
amount.  Contact Pastor Mary with your completed 
registration information – child’s name, program 
code, dates of program, so she can process payment 
of the $200.00 campership directly to Camp 
Pecometh.  If additional campership assistance is 
needed, please speak with Pastor Mary. 

April 29 
 

Donations welcomed;  
Volunteers needed. 

 

Questions? Want to volunteer?  
 

We will have a sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex in March. Contact Church Office 

with any questions or to sign-up now. 

Upcoming Special Services 
 
April  2nd   Palm Sunday      10:00am 

April  6th     Holy Thursday 7:00pm 

April   7th    Good Friday 7:00pm 

 Tenebrae Service 

April   9th    Easter   6:30am         

  10:00am 
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March puts us in the middle of our Lent Season.  This 
is time for contemplation and reflection.  The choral 
selections for this period will help us focus on the 
meaning that we observe this season.  At the start of 
Lent was the observation of Ash Wednesday.  This 
service marked the official start of the Lenten 
observance.  The following Sundays will convey and 
focus on the sacrifice that will lead to Easter Sunday.  I 
encourage everyone to immerse yourselves in this time 
of rich period of meditation.  The more meaning that 
we pour into Lent, the greater the Easter celebration 
will fill our hearts.  We will be featuring some of our 
most meaningful anthems from our library as well as 
some new anthems of reflection. 
 
The choir has made two changes to our rehearsal 
schedule.   
 
1. Wednesday rehearsals will be 1PM in the 

afternoon.  I am hopeful that this will encourage a 
few more people to join in the enjoyment of singing 
in the choir. 
 

2. Sunday morning rehearsals will be at 9:15 AM in 
the choir room.   

 
The Handbell choir will continue to rehearsal at 6 PM 
on Wednesday evenings.  We need a few more 
players.  We  will be playing in Church on Sunday, 
March 26th and again on Easter Sunday.   
 
A basic understanding of music is needed; however, 
we will quickly teach you how to ring the handbells. 
 
As we move through the Lent season, I pray that the 
Spirit will move you to a most meaningful perspective 
of Christ’s sacrifice which culminates in a truly 
exciting and exuberant Resurrection Sunday.   
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Robert Rudolph 
Director of Music 

  
 

He Chose the Nails 
by Max Lucado 

  
Tuesdays, 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.      

Room 204 
February 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28 

  
In the author’s words: “There were no 
accidents on the days surrounding 
Jesus' death. Jesus' last moments were 
not left up to chance. God chose the 
path; he selected the nails. God was 
never more sovereign than in the 
details of the death of his Son. God 
didn't have to do all these things, you 
know. The only required act for our 
salvation was the shedding of blood, 
yet he did much more. So much more.” 
 
A suggested donation of $13.00 helps 
to cover the cost of the book. 
 

Please speak with Pastor Mary if you 
have any questions. 
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 A Mountain High Experience! 

 

  Pastor Mary mentioned cited Matthew 17:1-9 in her 
February sermon, when Jesus took Peter, James and 
John to the mountaintop. Reflecting on her sermon, I 
thought about the physical mountaintops I have been on, 
like Mt. Washington in New Hampshire! What an 
awesome, breathtaking and spirit-filled experience that 
was! But then I thought, what about the mountaintop 
experiences in life on low land? As a Christian, the 
highest mountain emotional, spirit-filled experience was 
when Jesus claimed by life during an EUMC church 
service with Reverend Dore. After Peter, James and 
John saw a “bright cloud overshadow them and God 
said, “This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am 
well pleased,”(verse 5) Just like Peter, James and John, I 
will never be the same person as I was before I was 
saved. 

 But what mountaintop experiences have you had in 
YOUR life serving Jesus? It could be a warm embrace 
from a homeless mother you met at Family Promise or 
after reading a scripture to a shut-in, they acknowledge 
the power that the reading had on them or maybe 
helping someone in the community or bringing up Jesus 
to a stranger- it begins a conversation and new 
friendship?  These, my friends are mountaintop 
experiences we must remember and savor!! But, rather 
than thinking about them, we must ACT on them by 
physically, emotionally and spiritually ACTING on 
God’s and the power of the Holy Spirit to change lives!! 
So ask yourself, what am I doing to create and have 
mountaintop experiences for Christ? If God is tugging 
on you to do SOME ACT of sharing his love, join us at 
mission team meeting, help at a mission event or talk to 
Pastor Mary or me about what you can do to begin to 
get to a mountaintop experience for Jesus!!  Just like 
Peter, James and John, you will be amazed at how God 
blesses and uses you for to transform lives!! 

Yours in mission, 

Linda Heller, Chair 

 

 

 

 

Pecans are still available! 

The cost will be $12.00 per bag for mammoth 
halves and $11.00 for medium pecan pieces. New 

Crop pecans are available and cost $13.00 per 
bag. Pecans will be available in the church 

office.  Check or correct cash would be appreciated. 

Contact:  Brooksie Pruden  
brooksiepru@gmail.com 

302-239-3191  

June 19—23, 2023 
9:00 am—12:00 noon 

 
Plan to be a part of this joint ministry 

with Church of the Resurrection 
sharing God’s love and care through 

Bible stories, crafts, music, and 
more.  

mailto:brooksiepru@gmail.com


THE HIGHLIGHTER  March 2023 Page 5       



THE HIGHLIGHTER  March 2023 Page 6       

The finance committee has 
determined that we will have a 
projected budget deficit of 
$82,400. 
 
This is mainly due to a loss of 
membership and reduced giving. 
We are asking each person who 
submits a budget to reduce it by 
20%. 
 
Even in our own homes we work 
with a budget so you can 

understand our problems and work to solve them. 
 
If you have not filled out a pledge card, or taken your 
envelopes yet, please do so. These pledge cards are what 
we base our budget on. 
 
Ebenezer Church means so much to each of us and does 
so much for missions and the community. We want to 
keep up that standard of service. I ask that you pray 
about this. 
I hope you can help reduce the deficit by increasing your 
donations and decreasing expenses. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ann Varey 
Finance chairperson 

Chicken & Dumpling Dinner 

Sponsored by the Ebenezer UMW  

to support local and global missions. 

 

When:  Saturday, March 18, 2023  
 5:00 pm Takeouts 
 5:30 pm Eat In 
 
Cost:  $12 for 12 yr. olds to Adults 
 $4 for 4-12 yr. olds;  
 3 and under free 
 
Where:  CLC at Ebenezer  
 United Methodist Church 
 525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd  
 Newark DE 19711 
 302.731.9495 
 
Please reserve your meal so we 
have an accurate count. 

Sign up form: in the church Narthex 
or by calling:  

Church Office (731-9495) or Diane 
Clark (239-6835) 

Orders due by 3/11/23 

 

The Pound  
Auction 

 

Tuesday, April 23 @ 6:00PM in the CLC 
  
Mark your calendars....the Pound Auction 
is just around the corner! All you need to 
do is bring a bag filled with a POUND of 
something, then let the bidding wars 
begin! Light refreshments will be provided. 
All proceeds benefit our Paraguay student, 
Fabricio. Everyone is welcome.  Bring a 
friend!  If you have any questions, please 
call Donna Guretsky at 302.239.4911. 
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A Route — MARCH 
  6 - Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson  
13 - Paul & Beverly Shunta 
20 - Sharon Keeler & Gail Donaldson 
27 - Donna Sperow and Belita Duncan 
 
B Route —  FEBRUARY 
  6 - Paul Kelley 
 13 -Paul Kelley 
20-  Paul Kelley 
27 - Kathy and Doug Gibney 
 
Substitutes 
 
Stephanie Carpenter   302-731-4308 
Mary Anne Menghi            302-234-1544 
Newark Senior Center        302-737-5747 
Paul & Beverly Shunta       302-239-7765 
Mary Minker (coordinator)     302-593-2982 

 

Thank you to our church family for their prayers, 
beautiful flowers, cards and treats from the S/S 
and Naomi Circles.  It is very thoughtful and 

greatly appreciated.  God is Good!   
 

Ruth Johnson  

ROCK YOUR SOCKS DAY 
 

Wednesday, March 21 
Supports Down Syndrome 

Association of DE 
 
For a $3.00 donation, you can purchase a pair of pre-
mismatched socks to wear in support of World Down 
Syndrome Day, (www.dsadelaware.org). 

Choose a pair of socks from the box on the table in 
the Narthex and leave your $3.00 donation in the 
basket.  On March 21 wear your socks to show your 
awareness and support of the rights, inclusion, and 
well-being of people with Down Syndrome.  

Snap a picture of your feet in your RYS socks and 
post it our Ebenezer Facebook page (Ebenezer UMC 
Newark)  

or send picture to Pastor Mary 
(eumc_pastor@verizon.net)          
to post to our FB page. 

http://www.dsadelaware.org
mailto:eumc_pastor@verizon.net
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9  Michael & Megan Jones (15 Years) 
24  Evan & Julie Murphy (11 Years) 
25  Robert & Tiffany Combs (17 Years) 

 William & Cynthia Deckman (17 Years) 
26  Robert & Jaime Muller (18 Years) 

1 Aiden Barnett 
2 Sarah Wood 
3 Daniel Klopfenstein 

Emily Murray 
4 Haillie Roserio 

Dan Shelton 
5 Ed Wolfe 
6 Maxwell Snyder 

Gianna Snyder 
7 Evan Murphy 

Braedon Smith 
8 Sandy Berk 

Deborah Donnelly 
10 James Gates 
11 Christy Thomson 
12 Madison Brookens 
13 Lindsay Curley 

Connor McGovern 
Matt Muldowney 
Alexandria Mullin 
Geoffrey Steggell 

14 Carolyn Klein 
16 Rebecca Hanus 
17 Kathy Zinn 
18 Rodney Dempsey 

Nancy Eldreth 
Jeffrey Park 
Luann Puch 
Ryan Thompson 

19 Marlene Tribbitt 
20 Chris Brendza 
 Amelia Schmidt 
21 Brianna Crossan 
 James DiOrio 
 Luke Thomson 
 Suellen Ward 

22 Kyren Keys 
23 Jordan Ormsby 

Evan Shows 
24 Jeremy Keeler 

Al Sowden 
25 Elena Taylor 
26 Levi James Merritt 
27 Robert Bosari 

Charles Connell 
Barbara White 

28 Aubrey Donaldson 
29 Blair Case 

Diane Clark 
Kay Leventry 
Michael Sylvester 

30 Wayne Patterson 
 
April 
 
1 Austin Logan 

Michael Meney 
Virginia Parker 

2 Billy Feldman 
Lauren Jackson 
Elyse Miller 
Joanne Monarski 
William Shane Thomson 

3 Melissa Delaney 
Nathan Harlan 
Meth Manchester 

4 Shirley Gardner 
5 Sandy Ashby 
6 Andrew Feldmann 

Beth Jackson 
Ava Grace Sterkenburg 

Youth Group Meets every other Sunday from 1pm 
to 3pm.  All youth in 6th grade through 12th grade 
are invited. 
 
Our next meetings will be February 26, March 12, 
and March 26. 
 
Youth Lent Mission: 
 
The youth group decided that we’d like to 
concentrate on giving our time and talents for this 
Lenten season, but we need your help.  Our 
mission this year is to concentrate on UMCOR 
relief kits for Hygiene.  From Wednesday, 
February 26, through Easter we need donations of 
materials.  Hygiene kits will be assembled the 
week after Easter and sent to Mission Central.   
 
Hygiene Kit Material specifications 
 
• hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) 

No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
• washcloth 

No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
• comb 
   Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of 
 teeth; No pocket combs or picks 

Rattail and combs without handles are  
acceptable but must have at least 6 inches  
of teeth 

• toenail or fingernail clipper 
No emery boards or metal nail files 

• Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 
No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 
Do not remove from packaging 

•  adult toothbrush 
Do not remove from packaging 
Personal advertising not acceptable 

adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) 
Common household bandages acceptable 

• one-gallon size re-sealable bags 
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Easter Flowers Order Form 
 
 

On Easter Sunday, an array of Easter flowers will adorn the chancel area, proclaiming 
through their beauty the glorious news that Christ is risen indeed! If you would like to 
purchase one or more flowers to be part of the display, please complete the order form 
below. In lieu of flowers, you may remember or honor your loved ones through a gift of 
equal amount to Family Promise to support their work with homeless and at-risk 
persons and families. 

  

The absolute deadline to order is Friday, March 10th (no late orders 
can be accepted).  The cost of each plant is $10.00.  Please prepay 
your order by making checks to Ebenezer UMC, indicating in the memo 
line either Flowers and/or the Family Promise. 

I want to order #_____  Lilies (white). 

I want to order #_____  Hyacinths (assorted colors). 

I want to order #_____  Tulips (assorted colors). 

I want to order #_____  Daffodils (yellow). 
  

I want to donate $_____ to Family Promise. 
  

 Check enclosed _____ Cash enclosed _____   Envelope Number _____ 

  
PLEASE PRINT DEDICATION(S) FOR THIS YEAR. 

  
IN MEMORY OF:  

  
___________________________________________ 

  
IN HONOR OF: 

  
___________________________________________ 

  
GIVEN BY: 

  
___________________________________________ 
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The Highlighter  

is a monthly publication of 

525 Polly Drummond Hill Rd.  
Newark, Delaware  19711  

Pastor:  Rev. Mary H. Browne  

Voice:  (302) 731-9495 
FAX:    (302) 731-9555 
E-mail:  newarkebenezerumc@verizon.net 
 
Editor:  Diana Bienkowski 
Newsletter deadline:   
The 15th of each month 
Web site:  EbenezerUMCNewark.org 
Email:  DianaUMCNewsletter@gmail.com 

Need a ride? 
 

If you need 
transportation to doctor 
appointments, the drug 
store, etc., call one of the REMMs (retired Ebenezer 
members and mates) who have volunteered to drive:  
Ron Case 302-737-8567, Rick Guretsky 302-239-4911, 
Paul Kelley 302-737-2669, or Reed and Elaine 
Williams 302-737-1882. 

United Methodist Women  
 

Circle Meetings 
Executive Board   3/7 12:30 pm  church 
S & S / Naomi 3/8 10:00 am  church 
Priscilla 3/14 6:30 pm  church 

March Soup Sale 
 

The March soup will be Ham & Bean 
and available for pick up on 3/26!  

Orders are due by 3/19. 
 

 Sign up sheet in the Narthex. 

Sunday, March 12 
 

At 2 a.m. Sunday, March 12, you will need to set 
your clocks forward one hour to 3 a.m., meaning we 

will "spring forward" and lose an hour of sleep.  
 

 
Monday, March 20 

 
The first day of spring is Monday,  

March 20, 2023, at 5:24 p.m. EDT.   

mailto:newarkebenezerumc%20@verizon.net
EbenezerUMCNewark.org
mailto:DianaUMCNewsletter@gmail.com
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March  2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
         
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
10:00am AA 
 

1:00pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

6:30pm Good 
Chimes 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 

2 
9:15am BSFT 

 

11:45am 
Health & Well-
ness 
 

6:00pm BSA50 
 
6:30pm Al Anon 
 

7:00pm NA 

3 

10:00am AA 
 
5:15pm Soc-
cer Shot 

4 

10:30am Vol-
leyball 
 

6:30pm NA  

5 2nd Sunday in Lent 

9:00am Sunday 
School 
 

9:15am Chancel Choir 
 

10:00am  Worship 
 

11:00am Social Hour 
 

3:00pm Youth Group 
 

5:30pm BSA50 
 
 

6 

10:00am AA 
 

11:30am So-
cial Seniors 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 
 

7:00pm NA 
 

7 

9:30am Bible 
Study 
 

12:00pm AA 
 

12:30pm 
UMW Board 
 
7:00pm COM 

 
 
 
 

8 

10:00am AA 
 
10:30pmNaomi
/S&S Circle 
 
1:00pm Chancel 
Choir 
 
4:00pm Project 
Linus 
 
6:30pm Good 
Chimes 
 
7:00pm SPRC 
 
7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 

9 

6:00pm BSA50 
 
6:30pm AL Anon 
 
7:00pm NA 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
10:00am AA 
 

 

11 

10:00am Del. 
Valley Historic 
Sampler Guild 
 
1:00pm BSA50 
 

6:30pm NA  
 

12 3rd Sunday in Lent 

9:00am Sunday 
School 
 

9:15am Chancel Choir 
 

10:00am  Worship 
 

11:00am Social Hour 
 

1:00pm Cub Scouts 
 

3:00pm Youth Group 

13 

10:00am AA 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 
 

7:00pm Eagle 
Scout Board 
 

7:00pm NA 
 
 

14 
9:30am Bible 
Study  
 

12:00pm AA 
 

6:30pm 
Priscilla Circle 
 
7:00pm Trus-
tees 

15 
10:00am AA 
 

1:00pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

6:30pm Good 
Chimes 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 
 

16 
 

6:00pm BSA50 
 

6:30pm Al Anon 
 

7:00pm NA 

17 

10:00am AA 

18 

Chicken & 
Dumpling Din-
ner 
 

6:30pm NA  
 
 

194th Sunday in Lent 

9:00am Sunday 
School 
 

9:15am Chancel Choir 
 

10:00am  Worship 
 

11:00 Social Hour 
 

3:00pm Youth Group 
 
 
 
 

20 

10:00am AA 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 
 

7:00pm NA 
 
 
 

 21 
9:00am Bible 
Study 
 

12:00pm AA 
 
7:00pm Ste-
phen Ministry 
 
 
 

22  
10:00 Hope Din-
ing Room 
 

10:00am AA 
 

1:00pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

6:30pm Good 
Chimes 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 
 

7:00pm Finance 
Comm. 

23 

9:15am BSFT 
 

6:00pm BSA50 
 
6:30pm Al Anon 
 
7:00pm NA 

24 

10:00am AA 
 

25 

10:30am Vol-
leyball 
 

6:30pm NA 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

26 5th Sunday in 

Lent  
    
9:00am Sunday 
School 
 

9:15am Chancel Choir 
 

10:00am  Worship 
 

11:00am Social Hour 
 

3:00pm Youth Group 
 

27 
10:00am AA 
 

7:00pm NA 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 

28 
9:00am Bible 
Study 
 

12:00pm AA 
 

 

29 
10:00am AA 
 

1:00pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

6:30pm Good 
Chimes 
 
 

7:00pm 2 x 4 
Class 

30 
9:15am BSFT 
 

6:00pm BSA50 
 
6:30pm Al Anon 
 
7:00pm NA 

 
 
 

31 
10:00am AA 
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