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 Then Samuel took a stone, set it up…and said, “The LORD has helped us all the way,”  
and he named it Ebenezer [Stone of Help].   1 Samuel 7:12 GNB 

A Service of Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 

Inspiring and challenging message from Pastor Ted Day 

Music provided by the Chancel Choir (6:00 p.m.)  

and Kerry Dietz, at the organ and piano. 
 

The Ash Wednesday Service is a time for remembering who God is and who 

we are as a people of God. It marks the beginning of Lent, a time of reflection, 

penitence and spiritual renewal before Easter. It has been said that Lent often 

employs a “journey” motif, sending Jesus’ disciples toward Jerusalem and the 

Cross. 
 

With the busyness of our lives in mind, we are again offering the evening ser-

vice at 6:00 p.m., so that those who are working can attend directly from 

work, instead of going home first.  Following the service, we will break our 

fast with a simple soup and bread supper at 7:00 p.m..  Please plan to attend 

one of our 2 services being offered, as we begin our Lenten journey together. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Holy Communion During Lent 

Since the United Methodist General Conference approved  

the United Methodist Hymnal in 1988, it has been recommended that  

A Service of Word and Table  

be the basic pattern or order of worship for United Methodists. 
 

As a means of experiencing God’s grace during the penitential season of Lent,  

Holy Communion will be included in our worship services  

on the following dates: 

  Ash Wednesday, February 22  12:00 Noon & 6:00 p.m. 

  1st Sunday in Lent, February 26  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

  2nd Sunday in Lent, March 4   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

  3rd Sunday in Lent, March 11   8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

  4th Sunday in Lent, March 18   8:30 & 11:00 a.m.    

  5th Sunday in Lent, March 25   8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

  Palm/Passion Sunday, April 1  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

  Holy Thursday, April 5    12:00 Noon & 6:00 p.m. 

  Easter Sunday, April 8    8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship Times 
February 22 

12:00 Noon  &  6:00 p.m. 

The Prayers of Jesus 

Lenten Study begins  

February 28/29 

through April 3/4 

 Prayer was the backbone of Je-

sus’ life and ministry.  From his bap-

tism to his crucifixion, the Gospels 

portray Jesus as a man of prayer who 

knew and deeply valued intimate 

communion with his heavenly Father. 

 What can we learn from the 

prayers he prayed?  In six engaging, 

interactive small group sessions, this 

Deeper Connections DVD helps you 

explore the prayers of Jesus to gain 

new insights into prayer, the charac-

ter of God, and how to deepen your 

relationship with him. 

 Sessions include: 

 Watch and Pray 

 Our God Listens 

 Joining in Jesus’ Prayer 

 Praying to a Good God 

 Praying with Purpose 

 A Friend in High Places 

 The sessions will be held Tues-

day mornings at 9:30, and Wednes-

days at noon (bring your own bag 

lunch) or at 6:00 (light soup supper 

provided).  

 We need for you to sign up for 

the time you plan to attend so we can 

have materials ready for you.  
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Dear Friends of Ebenezer, 
 

 As I consider the lives of the two Presidents whose birth-

day we celebrate this month—Abraham Lincoln and George 

Washington- it occurs to me that all of us have things that 

come into our lives that sometimes lift us up, and then, all of a 

sudden, just as surely as time goes on, there comes something 

else that brings us back down again.  It has always been that 

way and it will always be that way. 

 Someone pointed out that “If ever a man had cause to complain it was Job in the 

Hebrew Bible.  At least, most of us, if we were in his position would think so.  He had 

been very wealthy.  None other of his day had ever had it so good.  He had oxen and 

asses and sheep and camels in abundance.  A fine family, many friends, a good repu-

tation were all his.  But that was yesterday!  Stripped of wealth and health, he sat in an 

ash pile and scraped his sores with a piece of broken pottery.  He had sores—probably 

running sores—all over his body.  The pain was excruciating.  His breath was foul. 

(Job 17:1)  His flesh was ‘clothed with worms and dust’ (7:5).  His children were all 

dead!”  (What did you say your problem was again??)  When his friends first came to 

see him, he was so sick they did not even recognize him.  When they finally did they 

tore their clothes and threw dust on their heads.  For seven days they did not utter a 

word.  In distress and misery Job broke the silence.  He cursed the day of his birth.  

He despised life.  He wished he had never been born.  He thought the grave was better 

than the cradle. 

 Job had something to be bitter about!  If there is any comfort in knowing things 

could get worse, we can get it from looking at Job’s life.  There is however, not a 

great deal of comfort in knowing that some character who lived several thousand 

years ago had a harder time than we are having. 

  Success or failure in life will not depend upon whether we have misfortunes or 

not; but rather on how we face these experiences and the kind of attitude we have to-

ward them.  What are you going to do when things you have planned are knocked 

down?  Those on the football field who does not know how to lose will try to cover 

their defeat by getting mad.  Others just surrender to self-pity. 

 When we are confronted with the feeling that our worlds is about to come apart 

because of something that has happened—we lose our job, our home, failed at mar-

riage, failed at school, etc.—what do we do? 

 The Lord never promised freedom from these problems, but He did promise 

strength to cope and to overcome if we ask for help.  The Apostle Paul wrote: 

“Every test that you have experienced is the kind that normally comes to 

people. But GOD keeps (GOD’S) promise and will not allow you to be test-

ed beyond your power to remain firm, at the time you are put to the test, 

(GOD) will give you the strength to endure it, and so provide you a way 

out” [Good News Bible]. 

 Someone compiled the following information about President Abraham Lincoln. 

How many times he could have said, “There is no use to keep on!” but he did not. 

-Failed in business            at age  22            -Defeated for Congress  34 

-Ran for Legislature                     23            -Elected to Congress   37 

-Again failed in Business             24            -Defeated for Congress   39   

-Elected to Legislature                 25            -Defeated for Senate    46 

-His Sweetheart died                    26            -Defeated for Vice President  47 

-Had a nervous breakdown          27            -Defeated for Senate   49 

-Defeated for Speaker                  29            -Elected President of the United States  51     

-Defeated for Elector                   31     

(Continued on page 8) 
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Worship &  
Music  
led by  

Troop 50 

 
Mr. Rob Guillen, Scoutmaster 

 
Join the Scouts for an inspiring 

time of worship! 

Are you interested in becom-
ing a member of Ebenezer?   

Pastor Ted will have 
membership classes  

beginning February 26 

for four weeks. 

Please contact him or the 
church office, 

731-9495. 

Snow cancellations?? 

Listen to  
WILM   1450 AM 

WDEL  1150 AM 

Or call the church office and 
dial extension 16. 

  
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Music Notes   
from Kerry Dietz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

READ & RING in Dover! 

Some of us handbell ringers will be at-

tending a Read & Ring at Wesley Col-

lege Chapel in Dover, DE on Saturday, 

February 4, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.. 

We will have the opportunity to read 

through 40 pieces of handbell music 

from various publishers, under the baton 

of Linda Simms, director of Capital 

Ringers. It will be a day of ringing, fel-

lowship, networking & fun! 

 A focus on prayer for schools across 

the Delmarva area has been started by 

Women’s Aglow Fellowship.  One of the 

prominent areas of Satan’s attack has been 

on the children of our nation.  

The enemy is attempting to re-

move God from our schools and 

brainwash our children.  Even if 

you don't have children or grand-

children in the schools, the youth 

of this nation are the future lead-

ers of our nation, and as such 

they are our concern.    

 It’s time for the church to 

arise.  We encourage each one of 

you to commit to stop at the schools in 

your area and make declarations over each 

of those schools and its children, claiming 

them once again for God.  Many of you 

drive past the schools in your area on a 

daily basis and this won't take a lot of time, 

just a commitment to do it.   

 Following are some suggestions for 

prayer.  A more complete list is available 

in the Narthex.  But let the Lord guide you 

in prayer for each school’s specific needs.  

Keep a copy in your car.  Maybe you’ll use 

one prayer point per day; or take a friend 

with you; or perhaps you'll divide the 

schools in your area among 

people you pray with in your 

church or prayer group.  How 

you do it isn't important, DO-

ING IT IS!  

 
SAFETY 

 Pray for health and safety 
of students, teachers, admin-
istrators and visitors on the 
property. 

 Pray for safety for students, parents, 
staff while traveling to and from school 

 Pray for hygienic cleanliness in the 
kitchen, cafeteria, gym areas and water 
supply 

 Pray for protection from acts of terror 

 Pray for favor and protection of staff 
who want to see the Gospel spread in 
their schools 

 Pray for the physical structure to be 
safe and that any defects or dangers be 
detected before they produce harm 

 Pray against bullying- that children not 
be embarrassed, exploited, humiliated, 
shamed or devalued by peers or staff 

 Pray that abuse children may experi-
ence at home will be detected and ad-
dressed. 

 Pray that illegal activity such as dispens-
ing drugs or pornography and anything 
sexually immoral be exposed and that 
the participants receive healing 

 Pray protection for students from all 
predators, especially sexual abusers 
and drug pushers, and that the neigh-
borhood around the schools be safe 
from them 

 Ask God to dispatch angels to stand 
guard on the grounds and repel any 
agents of the enemy so their assign-
ments cannot be completed 

(Continued on page 6) 

Pray for our schools 

LENT/EASTER  

CHOIR OPPORTUNITY 

 Have you wanted to sing in the Chancel Choir, but don’t feel that you can 

make the weekly commitment?  If so, I invite you to consider a short-term com-

mitment.  Lent is a season when many people are looking for ways that they 

can serve the Lord with their time, talents, and gifts.  Leading in worship is one 

way of serving by offering thanks and praise back to God for all that the Lord 

has done for us.   

 The Chancel Choir is singing at Sunday morning worship on February 26 

(8:30 & 11:00),  March 4 (8:30),  March 11 (8:30),  March 18 (8:30),  March 25 

(8:30),  Palm/Passion Sunday on April 1 (8:30 & 11:00) and Easter Sunday on 

April 8 (8:30 & 11:00).  We are also singing on Ash Wednesday, February 22 

and Holy Thursday, April 5 at 6:00 p.m.. 

 Who knows?  You may have so much fun serving in this way, that you 

may want to continue to sing in our choir!  
 

 Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 8:00 a.m.. 
 

 If interested, please contact, Kerry Dietz at the church office, 731-9495 or 

eumc_kdietz@verizon.net. 
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Meals on Wheels 
A Route — February 

  6 Sandy Berk & Carol Armstrong  

13 Lee and Linda Holtzclaw 

20 Paul & Beverly Shunta 

27 Evelyn & Richard Lapointe  

B Route — February 

 6 Paul Kelley 

13 Paul Kelley 

20 Paul Kelley 

27 Sue Connell & Barbara Thurman 

Substitutes 
Sandy Berk    410-392-4147 

Ron & Peggy Case         737-8567 

Phil & Shirley Gardner 453-0628 

Diane & Doug Kellogg 731-8373 

Newark Senior Center 737-5747 

Donna & Dave Smith 368-3529 

Paul & Beverly Shunta 239-7765 
(coordinator)  

Senior Social Singles 
meet monthly 

1st Monday, 11:30am 
for dinners, movies, day trips, 

but most of all  

we make new friends. 

Bring a sandwich and drink.  If 

possible bring another single sen-

ior to join us — all are welcome 

(male or female, and they don’t 

have to be Ebenezer members).   

For more information call Lou 

Bernie  738-0536  

Hope to meet you soon! 

Never grow old!   

Keep active!   

Driving Ministry 
If you need transportation to doctor 

appointments, the drug store, etc., call one of 

the REMMs (retired Ebenezer members and 

mates) who have volunteered to drive:  Phil 

Gardner 453-0628, Rick Guretsky 239-4911, 

Laird Logue 239-6390,  Mark Miller 737-

4411, or Paul Shunta 239-7765. 

 

Notice to all Committees: 
 

 When planning an event that 

involves gaining access to the Kitch-

en Pantry, please contact one of the 

following: 
 

Connie Miller    737-4411 

Peggy Graper    738-7585 

Diane Clark       239-6835 
 

Thank you 

Save the Date 
The Priscilla Circle invites you to 

our annual Pound Auction on 

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Church Library.  The 

auction is a fundraiser for Priscilla 

Circle's mission projects.  Everyone 

is welcome.  

Award Winning photo 
Stephanie Clark  won a $100 prize 

from Newark Life Magazine for this 

photo.  Another of her photos won 

honorable mention.  Congratulations 

Stephanie!  Beautiful work! 

 

Chicken ‘n 

Dumplings 

Dinner 
 

Saturday, March 3 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Make reservations with  

Peggy Graper (738-7585) or 

the church office  (731-

9495).  There will also be a 

sign-up sheet available in the 

narthex. 

We will have take-out but we 

also need your reservations 

for take-out so we’ll be sure 

to have enough food for you.   

Sponsored by the  Ebenezer 

UMW to support local and 

global ministries.  

 Please invite your 

friends! 

United Methodist Women  
Circle Meetings 
Naomi 2/13 12:00 noon  CLC 

Priscilla 2/14 7:00pm, Church Library 

S & S  2/8 10:00am, church kitchen 

Executive Board   2/28 7:00pm, Conference Room 
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 Happy New Year to all and 

thank you to everyone who sup-

ported all of our Education Fund 

Raisers, Activities, Projects, and 

the many, exciting Holiday Fes-

tivities in 2011. 

  The Family Christmas Eve 

Service could not have been bet-

ter.  As Tyler Trexler read the 

Christmas Story, the stars, the shepherds, 

the sheep, an assortment of other animals, 

the angels, wise men, and Mary, carrying 

the Babe in her arms with Joseph next to 

her, all came to the altar.  How wonderful 

it was to see all of our children together 

sharing this story of Jesus’ birth with us.  

How fortunate we are at Ebenezer to have 

such caring children and families.  

  Now we are into 2012 which will be 

another Great Year ! 

~~~~~~ 

  We are trying to raise money 

for the Technology Enhancement 

Fund Project for the Preschool/

Sunday School Wing and for the Kids 

Own Worship Room, also used by an 

adult Sunday School class.   

  The Sunday School curriculum from 

Cokesbury uses hands-on teaching and 

crafts, with a DVD lesson showing how 

the Bible verse and lesson relate to the 

children in today's society.  The music and 

training for instructors are also on DVD, as 

is the VBS curriculum. Our Sunday School 

children enjoy it very much.  We need this 

technology to enhance our Sunday School, 

VBS and other programs we use, and to 

attract new families, students, and teach-

ers.  

 Currently eight rooms that are used 

for our Sunday School and Bible School 

have no screens or DVDs.  The cost for the 

wiring and equipment will be close to 

$13,000.00.  Unfortunately, at this time 

there is no money in Ebenezer's budget to 

help with this project.  A copy of the esti-

mate with the Itemized Equipment List is 

available to anyone who would like to re-

view it.  Please contact the Office.   

  The Fund is growing slowly but sure-

ly.  An Ebenezer family, who has been 

involved with the Children's Ministry for 

many years,  has generous-

ly given a sizeable sum to 

get things started. We are 

so grateful to them.  Now 

that the fund is established 

we are asking for your 

help.  We need to raise a 

great deal of money and 

are planning several fund-

raisers over the next 

months.  

 The Sunday School children and 

youth are our 'Mission' at Ebenezer — 

our future at Ebenezer and our Country's 

future.  They need us just as others need 

us.  They don't forget lessons that they 

receive through our Sunday School.   

 Can you as members of our con-

gregation help our children?  A mone-

tary donation, a flat screen, a DVD player, 

whatever you can do would be so appreci-

ated.  The generosity and volunteering that 

our congregation shows to our many mis-

sions is overwhelming.  Please bring that 

home and show that to our Ebenezer chil-

dren and youth.  

~~~~~~ 

  Super Bowl Sunday is February 

5th. and the Wilhelm Team is ready with 

the Subs.  Please place your orders and 

enjoy! They are so good , don't miss out! 

  February 13th  we have another 

Friendly's fund raiser at Lantana Square 

from 5 to 8.  Sharon has the Friendly's 

manager calling her, to ask when we will 

have another night!  We are getting a great 

reputation there, and do they ever have 

good sundaes! 

 Keep your eyes open for information 

on an additional fundraiser, for your Val-

entine! 

  Don't  forget our Sunday School 

Bakers who continue to supply goodies 

after the 8:30 service for Natalia, our little 

girl in Paraguay.  We met our goal for 

2011 and we are off to collect $420.00 in 

2012...the basket placed next to the 

"goods" is for your good will offering.  We 

had some mighty delicious pies and muf-

fins last year...who knows what surprises 

will grace the table this year! Thanks to 

our Kids!  It takes a long time and many 

muffins to collect this yearly tuition and 

our bakers never tire of helping!  

 February will be another "Bring a 

Friend to Sunday School" Month for 

preschool through Confirmation.  The win-

ner gets a prize, so please have your chil-

dren bring their friends, neighbors and 

relatives.  The 6th and 7th grade class is 

going to be putting together some 

"Welcome to Sunday School Bags" to 

show our appreciation to visitors. 

 Celena Hicken, our KOW Sched-

uler, sent out the schedule for the first 

months of 2012.  We always need more 

volunteers — teachers and helpers.  If any-

one is interested in substituting, in case 

one of our scheduled teachers is not able to 

come, please call Judy at the office and she 

will contact Celena.  This a fun and re-

laxed way to get to know our children at 

Ebenezer and meet their parents and/or 

grandparents.    KOW is held for K thru 

4th graders during the 11:00 service, in 

the Room with a View.  Please consider 

this ministry...Grandparents too!  Please 

give an hour to teach or help...your ideas 

are so good!  We promise, you will go 

home with a smile.  

 Barbara Fritz , our Education co-

director had surgery on her heel this sum-

mer.  As you know, Barb never complains 

or asks for help.  But, she continues to 

have therapy and discomfort. Our prayers 

to Barb and "get the foot well wishes" 

from us all.   

 Have a wonderful February.  May the 

snow come so the Christmas sleds can be 

used! 

Blessings to all...  

Peggy Feldmann, Education Chair 

  

Education 

Ministry 

 Jeannette Richart’s grand-

daughter, Olivia Richart, age 14, 

was one of the speakers at the Youth 

Rally in Ocean City, MD,  January 8.  

Olivia is a member of the Youth 

Group at Wesley UMC in North East, 

MD.  From all accounts, Olivia did a 

wonderful job and was completely 

fearless. 
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01 Sarah Harlan 

Don LeRoux 

02 George Fritz 

 Kathy Gibney 

 Susan LaMedica 

Barbara Lucht 

 Connie Miller 

03 Clara Brelsford 

 Ken Johnson 

04 David Rodeheaver 

05 Peggy Frymoyer 

 Margie Pankok 

06 Pat Grimes 

 Ronald Van Dan 

 Joe Wood 

07 Jeff Donovan 

 James Lumb 

10 William Fraser 

13 Ashley Feldmann 

John Minker 

 Jennifer Wilhelm 

14 Margaret McAllister Bald-

win 

15 Joan Wiant 

16 Nancy Sadler 

17 Zachary Fritz 

 Cheryl Trexler 

18 Dot Gravatt 

19 Shirley Austin 

 Megan Mills Jones 

 Dorothy Towery 

20 Zachary Dennis 

Hannah Feldmann 

21 Sam Park, III 

22 Cathy Dobies 

24 Daniel Castle 

25 Jordan Dennis 

 Janice Smith 

27 Peggy Feldmann 

 Doris Komnik 

 Christy Templeton Smith 

 Ed Williams, Jr. 

28 Catharine Dempsey 

 Lois Hall 

 Michael Whiteman 

March 

03 Emilie Murray 

04 Scott Kosch 

 Dan Shelton 

05 Ed Wolfe 

07 Dorothea Bryson 

08 Sandy Berk 

 Deborah Donnelly 

 Jonice Louden 

   

 Pray for protection of students partici-
pating in sports and other physical con-
tact activities 

 

REVIVAL 

 Pray that the students will be taught of 
the Lord and that great would be their 
peace 

 Pray that administrators will be open to 
the Bible being discussed freely, and 
that the Word of God will be received 
with reverence, even by those of non-
Christian values 

 Pray that students develop a hunger for 
the Truth of God, and for Christian/
Bible clubs to meet freely 

 Pray for students who already know 
Christ to have boldness and favor with 
their peers in sharing the gospel 

 Pray that school assemblies include 
speakers who talk about God’s love and 
delivering power 

 Pray that area churches interact with 
the school and encourage staff mem-
bers 

 Pray that a revival, led by the students, 
takes place  

 Pray for the unhindered and powerful 
move of God’s Spirit in the corridors 
and classrooms 

 Pray for School board policies that give 
freedom to Christians to meet and 
speak out 

 Pray for community Christian organiza-
tions like the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes to be effective tools God will 
use 

 Pray for favor with any parents who 
oppose the presentation of Christianity 
in the schools. 

 Pray the students and staff who are 
backsliders or who have compromised 
their beliefs in order to be politically 
correct will be convicted by the pres-
ence of God’s Spirit and return to serv-
ing and obeying the Lord 

 Pray that the Fatherhood of God will 
permeate the school atmosphere with 
His love 

 Declare the Fruit of the Spirit be born 
by students and staff alike: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self- con-
trol. 

 
BLESSINGS 

 Pray for teachers to have creative strat-
egies to challenge students to learn and 
excel 

 Pray for each student to be teachable, 
to have wisdom and a hunger for 
knowledge and truth, and for discern-
ment between truth and lies 

 Pray for Godly wisdom and humility of 
the school board as they determine the 
policies  

 Pray that God raise up intercessors for 
the school including students 

 Pray that the hearts of the fathers re-
turn to their children and that they pro-
vide for, love and cherish them 

 Pray that every person has an overcom-
ing testimony . 

 Pray that God provide, jobs, housing, 
food and provision for the families of 
the students 

 Pray Philippians 4:6-8 over the students 
and staff:  “Finally, brethren, whatever 
things are true, whatever things are 
noble, whatever things are just, what-
ever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of a 
good report, if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy- medi-
tate on these things.” 

 Declare Psalm 91 over the school and 
its occupants:  “He who dwells in the 
secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Al-
mighty. I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my 
refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him 
I will trust.’” 

(Continued from page 3) 

Pray for schools  
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Greetings from your Health 
and Wellness Ministry 

 
 I hope all of you had a wonderful 

Christmas and A safe and Happy New 

Year.  We have several events planned 

for the next couple of months.   

 

 Our first lecture of the year will be by Virginia Woodward.  Virginia 

works for the state of Delaware and will be coming on February 5th, 9:45, 

during the Sunday school hour.   The talk will be regarding Medicare and 

Medicare Fraud.  I hope all of you will come and pick up some information 

from this lecture.  Remember, Baby Boomers should come and get some in-

formation that might prove helpful in planning your retirement.  Those that 

already are Medicare members will also receive useful info during this lecture.  

So come grab a cup of coffee, light snack, and some info on Medicare. 

 

 February 19th will be the kick off date for our Walk to Jerusa-

lem.  This will be a challenge.  The walk to Bethlehem was slotted for 12 

weeks and we did it in six weeks.  We are slotting this walk for only six 

weeks.  It will run from February 19th, which is the Sunday before Ash 

Wednesday, and it will be completed on Sunday April 1st, which is Palm Sun-

day.  This way when we walk from the CLC into the Sanctuary, on Palm Sun-

day, we really will be making our way into Jerusalem.   Everything will be 

done the same way as we did our Walk to Bethlehem.  Just sign up on the big 

board in the Narthex, Judy will track our miles, and you will receive a pack 

with devotions.  This time you will get two devotions for each week.  If you 

didn’t save your pedometer or if you didn’t walk to Bethlehem we will have 

them available on February 19th.  If you have any questions at all please don’t 

hesitate to ask any one of us on the Health and Wellness Committee. 

 

 Then our next lecture will be on Saturday, March 31st , followed by a 

covered dish luncheon.  Our speaker will be Corporal Snead from the New 

Castle County Police.  He will be discussing Personal Safety.  Representa-

tives from “The Vial of Life” will also be with us.  

You will receive a kit where you record your medical 

history, any medications that you take, and anything 

important regarding your health care.  You put this kit 

in your refrigerator and a magnet on the front of the 

refrigerator.  The 911 people know to look for the mag-

net if they are called to your home.  Health and well-

ness will provide dessert and drinks.  We ask that all who attend bring a cov-

ered dish.   

 

 We are hoping to have something about teen driving sometime in May.  

No date is known at this time.  We will keep you posted. 

 

 We pray that you stay healthy and come join our Walk to Jerusalem. 

 

Your Health and Wellness Team 

Messages from the  
Trustees 

 

 Please welcome your newly 

elected Trustee officers for 2012:  

Chair, Matt Muldowney; Co-Chair, 

Don Aiello. 

Spring Clean-up and  

Electronics Recycle  

 Our Spring clean-up will be held 

on Saturday, March 24, 2012, from 

9am until noon.  We will be doing 

weeding, trimming and mulching.   

 This year we will be offering 

recycling during our clean-up.  If you 

have electronics that you would like to 

have taken to the recycle drop-off, such 

as computers, televisions, please bring 

them to the church that morning, along 

with your rakes, gloves and shovels, and 

the Trustees will deliver them to the re-

cycle station.   

 Come join us.  The more hands, the 

quicker we can accomplish our clean-up.  

The rain date will be Saturday, March 

31 at the same time. 

Nancy Connell 

Remember to put aside 

usable household goods 

and clean clothing 

for Jubilee! 
 

We will share our abun-

dance with those in need 

April 21. 
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 One little fellow was leading his 

sister up a mountain path and the way 

was not easy. The little girl complained, 

“This is not a path at all—it is all rocky 

and bumpy.”  Her brother replied, “Sure, 

the bumps are what you climb on.” 

 Keep the faith and keep praying, 

especially in this New Year. 

 

 Your Brother, 

 Ted 

(Continued from page 2) 

 Many, many thanks are given to 

all the generous hearts of Ebenezer 

Church members who supported our 

Mission  projects during the Christ-

mas season.  They helped to make 

Christmas more joyful for many of 

those in need. 

 

 Paul and Beth Manchester re-

ported that 430 items of baby food 

were collected this year in the manger 

in the front of our sanctuary.  They 

packed them up and delivered them to 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church for its 

ministry to infants and children.  This 

effort that Paul and Beth have done 

for seven years is greatly appreciated. 

 

 A nice thank you letter was re-

ceived from Major John Fox of the 

Salvation Army for all those Ebenezer 

members who helped ring for the Red 

Kettle Campaign in December.  A 

total of $1,540.16 was raised on the 

three Saturdays that our members 

manned the kettles.  It was greatly 

appreciated that people would take the 

time during a busy season, plus brave 

the weather to do this.  Major Fox 

reported that they were able to help 

500 more families than last year. 

 

 Thanks also go to Deb August, 

Jean Coulbourne and Donna Sper-

ow who headed up the Angel Tree 

Ministry.  Ebenezer presented 44 

gifts to 22 children from seven fami-

lies this year, to make their Christmas 

more joyful.  This is such a wonderful 

way to share the love of Christ to fam-

ilies of incarcerated parents.  

Throughout the area thirty churches 

participated, serving 825 children.  

Special thanks to Rick Guretsky for 

making the home deliveries. 

 

 The Family Promise program 

was once again a big success with 

families arriving on New Year’s Day 

through the first week in January.  

Ham and black eyed peas were served 

for good luck to the four families  in 

the program.  There were six adults 

and five children from ages 1 to 14.  

They were lovely families and very 

appreciative of what we were doing to 

help them.  Several already had jobs 

while others had some prospects.   

 This has been such a successful 

program as families are being helped 

and then are able to move out so that 

others can be helped.  It is a real joy to 

see this happening and that Ebenezer 

Church is a part of this.  

 Resurrection Parish has become 

an associate church to help us out.  

This time they helped by preparing 

one evening’s meal.   

 The success of this program 

could not happen without the dedica-

tion and enthusiasm of the leaders and 

all those members who participate.  

Special thanks to Garnet Dennis and 

Jean Harlan, the coordinators, plus 

all the many others that make Family 

Promise a big success.  (See more 

about Family Promise on page 9.) 

 

Gretchen Fort 

Missions Chair 

Journey into Mission: 

How to be in Mission 

At Home or Away 
 

Saturday May 19, 2012  

8:30a.m.—3p.m.  
 

Asbury UMC  

1401 Camden Ave, Salisbury, MD  

 

Breakfast and Lunch provided.  

 

 

 Volunteers in Mission Training: 

How Mission Trips  

 are done  

 Stop Hunger Now: Assemble food 

for the hungry  

 all over the world 

(www.stophungernow.org)  

 Sewing for Mission (bring your ma-

chine)  

 HUB Training: How to be a Satellite 

for Mission  

 Central (missioncentral.org) & As-

sembling Clean-Up Buckets  

 Ramp Building: Step by step train-

ing  

 

Registration Information coming soon.  

Mark your calendars now.  

 

Contact persons:  

Benita Harris  

benita@asburyweb.org  
 

Amy Yarnall  

pastor.amy@wesleyumc-dover.com  

A Word from the Pastor 
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 Family Promise continues to 

bless us here at Ebenezer!  Many, 

many thanks to all who helped this time 

around.  It is so wonderful that this min-

istry is truly changing lives.   

 This time two of the four families 

stayed for the Worship Service and enjoyed 

fellowship afterwards.  One couple had their 

car repaired and returned to them just in time 

for the dad to begin his new job, while an-

other couple had a car donated to them!  All 

this happening while they are actively seek-

ing a place to live and gainful employment.   

 Please keep these families in mind if 

you know of any affordable housing in the 

area.  Sometimes the larger apartment com-

plexes require a credit check, which can 

prove to be a problem for some of our fami-

lies.  If you know of someone who may be 

able to offer some permanent housing, please 

let us know. We can put you in touch with 

the Family Promise  Network.  In addition 

we have included a longer list of services 

that are often needed at Family Promise.  

Please prayerfully consider how you may be 

able to help these families in our community.  

It is truly life changing for both the donors 

and recipients!   God Bless Ebenezer!    

Our next hosting week is April 1-8. 

All donations of services, like financial contributions,              
are tax-deductible! 

 

 Housing!  Are you a landlord who will work with a family who has the income 
but is in the process of doing credit repair?  Do you know property owners 
that would be willing to work with families on the price of apartments?   

o Remember, our families receive graduate case management services 

so property owners have Family Promise as a FREE resource!  
 

 Employment!  Is your company hiring for entry level positions?  Do you need 
a professional, positive receptionist?  Maybe a hardworking, strong and relia-
ble gentleman in your warehouse? 

o We support individuals to maintain employment; we are an asset to 

your company! 
 

 Auto-mechanics!  Would you be willing to donate a few hours to repair an oil 
leak? Do a quick oil change or tire rotation?  Our families, if they have auto-
mobiles, need to keep them running so that they do not lose their jobs.  Hav-
ing a reliable car is sometimes essential to keeping employment and keeping 
their lives on track. 

 

 Donation of vehicles:  Our families often have licenses but no vehicle or their 
vehicle becomes unreliable and too much of a financial burden.  A donation of 
a car could do wonders to uplift a family! 

 

 Dentistry & Eye Care:  Many of our families come to us uninsured.  Even if 
they do have Medicaid, Medicaid does not cover eye exams, glasses or any-
thing dental.  Could you fill cavities?  Pull a tooth that has landed a dad in the 
ER due to the excruciating pain? Help a mom get glasses that are the correct 
prescription and don’t give her headaches like the current pair that she has 
because she got them from her cousin? 

 

 Haircuts and Hairstyling-  Our parents need the boost in self-esteem when 
applying for jobs and having interviews; having access to black stylists, bar-
bers and haircuts would help some of our families tremendously! 

 

 Private childcare:  Our families often experience a financial burden when hav-
ing their children attend day care; do you know anyone who has the space for 
additional children and/or would be willing to work with us on cost? 

 

 Donations of household items:  We do have storage for furniture now!  
 

 Could you conduct a workshop on a skill development topic?  We conduct 
workshops that include topics such as budgeting, job readiness, credit, and 
life skills such as parenting, communication, and health.  

 

 What resources, services and skills do you have that you could share with 
Families!? 

 

To get involved & for more information, contact Carolyn Gor-

don, Executive Director of Family Promise® of NNCC:   

carolyn.gordon@familypromisede.org   302-998-2222 

Celebrate with us… 

Two Years of Promises kept!  

Family Promise of Northern New   
Castle County’s Annual Luncheon and 

Silent Auction!   

Join us on Saturday, February 25th, 2012 
11am-2pm at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Community Hall1502 W. 13th 
Street, Wilmington, Delaware  19806   
 

Park in the lot at W. 13th & Rodney 
Streets  and enter the blue doors at     
1506 W. 13th Street. 
 

Tickets are $20 and are on sale through 
February 13th, 2012.  You can purchase 
them by emailing Family Promise at 
events@familypromisede.org,  
through our website 
www.familypromisede.org ,   
or mailing a check to 2104 St. James 
Church Road Wilmington, DE 19808. 

Families need your help! 
Can you donate your time and 

your service? 
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      Lent is a time of 

Discipline and Spir-

itual Growth. Many 

of us try to practice 

some of these disci-

plines each year but 

on a surface level. 

We are therefore 

inviting you to join 

us again but this 

time in life-

changing ways. 

         If we practice 

these disciplines in 

the right spirit we 

will be amazed at how much we can grow 

in GOD’S will. 

         We do not practice these disciples in 

order to work our way to abundant life, or 

to be recognized for our spiritual achieve-

ments. We all need to read Matthew 6:1-

18, (Ash Wednesday’s Gospel Lesson), 

before we begin these exercises. We par-

ticipate in these disciplines because we 

want to live out fully GOD’S claim on our 

lives and we believe they can help us in 

accomplishing this. 

         These disciplines are (1) Worship 

and Study, (2) Fasting and Abstinence, 

and (3) Almsgiving. 

 

Worship and Study 

         Please remember that you need to 

join us for Sunday School and Worship 

each Sunday, and especially during Lent. 

         Also, mark your calendar for each   

Tuesday and Wednesday beginning  on 

the 22nd and 23rd  of February  for our 

Lenten Study. Our sessions will begin at 

9:30am on Tuesdays, and at 12 noon and 

6pm on Wednesdays. This year’s study 

theme is entitled The Prayers of Jesus.  

(See more on page 1.)  

         Each evening session will begin 

with a light meal. Those attending the 

noon sessions will be asked to bring a bag 

lunch. The study will begin immediately 

following the meal. Those attending are 

be asked to register their attendance, as 

we would need to know how many Study 

Guides to provide, and how much food to 

prepare.  

 

Fasting and Abstinence 

         As an aid to our devotional life, we 

invite you to join us in giving up meals or 

other activities each week. We are encour-

aging fasting on one day a week. We sug-

gest a Wednesday Fast, beginning with 

Ash Wednesday, and on subsequent 

Wednesdays during Lent. 

         Fasting, or going without food, is a 

common practice for Lent. Its purpose is 

not to try to force GOD to do what we 

want, but to forgo our pleasures so that we 

can best open our hearts for GOD to re-

veal what GOD wants to happen in our 

lives. 

         We suggest the Wesley Fast: 

(Tuesdays 12 midnight to 12 noon on 

Wednesdays for those attending the noon 

study; or Wednesdays 6am to 6pm for 

those attending the 6 pm session). The 

Wesley fast does allow for liquid-- coffee 

and tea without milk or cream is okay. 

         If you are unable to give up meals 

due to a medical condition, you may want 

to consider giving up an activity that can 

get in the way of your spiritual growth eg 

Watching TV, shopping etc. 

 

Almsgiving 

         Moved by the sacrifice of Christ, 

you may choose to combine your fasting 

or abstinence with giving to the less fortu-

nate, or to a ministry that serves such per-

sons. 

         You may want to contribute your 

money, time or abilities saved from your 

fasting or abstinence to one of these caus-

es. The cause or ministry you select 

should come out of your own prayer and 

discernment. If you feel led to support one 

of the programs of Ebenezer please con-

tact Kerry Dietz or Gretchen Fort for fur-

ther guidance. Please note that the minis-

try or cause you support should be your 

own decision even if it is not connected 

with Ebenezer’s Ministry. 

         We do trust that you will join us in 

these disciplines. We believe that they can 

help you learn how to rely more in 

GOD’S abundant grace. 

         Happy growing, and see you in 

church! 

Traditional Lenten Disciplines  

Saturday, April 14, 2012 at 3:00 

American Music Theater 

Lancaster, PA 

Car Pool from Church 

Dinner to follow 

 

A full evening of entertainment 

and meaningful music with the 

best loved voices in gospel music. 

Tickets are $55.00 each, 

First come-first served. 

Deadline for ordering tickets is 

Sunday, March 11, 2012. 

Please contact  

Tom or Gretchen Fort 

302-234-7803 or 

t.h.fort@comcast.net 
 

Make Checks out to: Thomas H. Fort 

Thank You 

APRIL 14 

Thank You ... 
  

 I wish to express my thanks for all 

of the prayers, cards and visits while I 

was in the hospital and rehab center.  It 

meant so much to me and I am sure it 

helped to speed my recovery.  Special 

thanks to Rev. Day and Calving Keeler 

for their visits, prayers and encourage-

ment. 

Lee Moore 

 

Dear Pastor Ted, 

 I will love to say thank you for 

everything that you and all of the lovely 

people did that was so helpful to me and 

my family.  You all made me and my 

family feel like your family.  Thank you 

so much with lots of love.  God bless. 

The Powell Family  

Mitchell, Larna, Noah  

P.S.  We will love you all always. 
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